SyrUpira hopes an Assad-Cliitton talks 

PAW^SCUS (R) — Syria said Monday it hoped a meeting between 
ipre^iat Hafei A1 Assad and U.S. President Bill Qinton in Geneva 
' jatir.fflis month would reinforce U.N. resolutions calling for Israel to 
trithtfrsw from Arab lands. Information Minister Mohammad Salman 
■ said the meeting was part of Syrian and U.S. efforts to achieve 
i j^nprehensivefKace in the Middle East. Mr. Assad and Mr. Clinton 
i.jic due to meet in Geneva in mid-January to try to push forward the 
v offian- Israeli peace talks, deadlocked over the issue of the Golan 
l Heights. "We hope this important summit will lead to effective results 
t to implement the international legitimacy (U.N.) resolutions," Mr. 
Salman said, "pie beads of the Syrian and Lebanese negotiating teams 
left for Washington on Monday to pave the way for a new round of 
m llc&. offiriab and diplomats said. Mouwafak Al Allaf of Syria and 
gohaH Shammas of Lebanon will consult U.S. officials on the next 
crow movies in the peace process, which also involves Jordan and ihe 
^aJthw pgjestineJJberaiion Organisation (PLO). 
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Majali stresses decentralisation 

MAFRAO (Petra) — ■ Prime Minister Abdul Saiam Al Majali Monday 
underlined the importance of decentralisation for every govem'orate in 
the Kingdom so that every executive council in the respective 
governors tes can shoulder its responsibility towards its citizens and 
their needs. Addressing the executive council of Mafraq Govemorate, 
Dr. Majali said that the success of the idea of decentralisation save 
people the effort of going to the capital and the ministries and official 
departments will have enough time for mapping out plans and 
controlling policies. Dr. Majali referred to the huge burdens Jordan 
has been shouldering in light of its nationalist positions, indicating that 
the effeciency of the country's organs is a major reason for stability 
that is why they must be updated. The prime minister was accompa- 
nied by Dr. Sa id Al Tal, deputy prime minister and minister of higher 
education. 
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urges Arafat 
^ D 4o renounce accord 

u hotii 

TVDAMASCUS (AFP) — 
* sph ((Palestinian leader Nayef 
i|u e ^Hawatmeh, opposed to the 
f P^autopomy accord, called on 
re *c$i Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
Motion (PLO) leader Yasser Ara- 
irne y,ifat Monday to renounce the 
Gsoft.deal. .The leader of the 
w ^Damascus-based Democratic 
ma ttosFront'‘for the Liberation of 
a cofe Palestioo (DFLP) said Mr. 
nor k Arafat should cancel the self- 
uncty role deal and join other 
Q grap* Palestinian factions and Arab 
bute4 stattS’bordering Israel in their 
sly ij search 1 for a "global and ba- 
-lebrj? lanced peace" in the Middle • 
ivestor. East;; Mr- Hawatmeh said Mr. 
onij Aia&t was on bad terms with 
thy the majority of Palestinians 
=roso& and tfae accord he signed with 
Via Israel" was "doomed to fai- 
-r aal fere.” Mr. Arafat had made. 
Pail PLO relations with Jordan de- 
t Suit teriorate and "destroyed coor- 
■ho j dination with Syria and Leba- 
ersity, non" in the framework of the 
y. Arab-Israeli peace process, 
Mr. Hawatmeh ad ded. 

a U.S. says deal with 
North Korea near 

j jj. WASHINGTON (R) — The 
-p/jr United States and North Korea 
“f are near to a deal on Pyon- 
i gyang’s nuclear programme 
j ” that could be wrapped up this 
irtjJ week. * senior U.S. official 
5 Jr said Monday. The offidal told 
. *" reporters there are some issues 
™ that the International Atomic 
Energy Agency must address 
D ‘ and this was being done "soon, 
quickly”/ but probably no 
. further meetings between U.S. 
and North Korea negotiators 
were needed. While he held 
out the possibility that discus- 
pf ra sio ns could extend a bit longer, 
rnn the official, who spoke on con- 
. ditira tif' anonymity, went 
[jj* fttfiHerlftin U.S. dfticidls have 
'zi preyfeysJy in. raising expecta- -= 
° nc tions that a deal with Pyon- 
jjJJJ > gyTOg was dose at hand. 

and US. planned Saddam 
E tilling before war 

^ NEW_YORK (R) — The Un- 
ited States developed a secret 
1; plan to assassinate Iraqi Presi- 
35 dent Saddam Hussein before.it 
launched the attack that drove 
Iraq out of Kuwait ip .1991, 

■' Newsweek magazine has .re- 
ported. The plan is detailed .in 
)R excerpts from a new book, 
‘The Commandos: The Inside 
Story of America's Secret Sol- 
tress diers," written by the magp- 
ie is tine’s defence correspondent, 
[em . Douglas jailer. The book said 
her the plan called for an attack on 
juri President Saddam either by the 
her army’s ‘Delta force or the 
ecu- navy’s SEAL team 6 and was 
the planned by the Joint Chiefs of 
pear Staff’s special operations divi- 
de iron. The attack was to have 
^ in take&place as President Sad- 
ia#. dam travelled in and out of 
m a Kuwaft hy helicopter or motor 
and fcomerjgfter his army overran 
, on afemy in August 1990. 


Ghatpames Kittani 
special adviser 

NATIONS (AFP) 
Iraqidmlornat lsmat Kittani 
was namedte special advisor to 
U.N. Secrrtaiy General Bout- 
ros Ghali/a^spokesman for the 
U.N.' chief raid Monday. Dr. 
Kittani, 64, who was the spe- 
oalenvcy to. Somalia and Ta- 
jikistan, wiD have the title of' 
adyiser to the secretary 
general at the under-secretary 
igeoeial level. He will follow 
Asian -affairs and the former 
Soviet Union, as well as the 
U.N. General Assembly, said 
Ahmad Fawzi, a spokesman 
fortbe secretary general. 

Carey meets Sudan 
rebdl leaders 

Nairobi (afp) — The 

archbishop of Canterbury, 
GeorgejGmey v met here Mon- 
day wrtb the leaders of the rival 
rebel movements in southern 
Sudan foOowing his controver-. 
tial four-day ‘tap. to that re- 

e . The archbishop said he 
appealed to John Garang 
and Risk: .Machar "to seek 
Peace amongst themselves for 
tittiake of the survival of their 
People imd of peace in Sudan. - 
Jhe.search for peace in Sudan 

■ die continuing 
in- the SPLA 
s's -Liberation 
k&ts distress the 
outh and com- 
tions with the 
nmxwnL 


‘Fast pace of events warrants 
urgent Jordan-PLO coordination’ 

Anani explains King’s call on Arafat, says 
Jordan seeks transparency , clarity in dealings 


By Nenneen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein’s fresh emphasis on im- 
mediate and comprehensive efforts 
with Palestinians has been necessi- 
tated by the Kingdom's conviction 
that events in the Middle East are 
moving at an “alarming speed" 
which may see Israel attempting to 
reach separate agreements with the 
different Arab parties while Jordan 
is still reacting to developments, a 
senior Jordanian official said Mon- 
day. 

Minister of Information Jawad 
Anani said the King made public 
his concerns over the lack of 
Jordanian-Palestinian coordination 
in a speech to army officers Satur- 
day because he did not want the 
Kingdom to “find itself reacting in 
a way that is not in line with its 
overall policy." 

Dr. Anani told a group of jour- 
nalists that his reading of His 
Majesty's address to the senior 
officers, in which he cautioned 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat that 
if coordination did not start this 
week it could be the last chance 
before Jordan and PLO find them- 
selves taking different courses, was 
borne but of concern that the 
“tempo of events is very high and 
moving at an alarming speed." 

•The King. Dr. Anani said, was 
also wanted to respond once and 
for all to Israeli-instigated daims 
that the Kingdom harboured poli- 
tical ambitions over the West Bank . 
and Gaza Strip despite its reicera-' 
tion of its policy of supporting the 
independent Palestinian decision 
in its negotiations with -Israel. 

'W!»5h' the Palestinian coordina- 
tion committee arrives here today 
or tomorrow. Dr. Anani said, its 
Jordanian counterpan is going to 
insist on at least five main pnnei-. 
pies that would guide coordination 
between the two sides parallel to 
their separate negotiations with- 
Israel. These are: 

— That the PLO deal with Jor- 
dan with transparency and clarity. 
“We want to be informed in time 
and have an exchange of docu-* 


ments." 

— Set the modus ope rand i for 
cooperation during the transitional 
period. 

— Open a future dialogue be- 
tween Jordan and the PLO when 
the Israeli-Palesiinian negotiations 
on final status begin. 

— Talk frankly about what both 
parties expect from each other. 

— Ask where the PLO stands on 
existing agreements between Jor- 
dan and the PLO. 

— Ensure that there will be a 
continuous not sporadic process of 
coordination. 

With Israel possibly reaching 
separate agreements with Arab 
parties to the peace negotiations. 
Dr. Anani said, the Kingdom was 
worried that Jordan would appear 
“weak and indecisive" as it con- 
tinues to place Palestinian interests 
ahead of its own progress towards 
peace. 

“We don't want to end up with 
separate courses rather than 
tracks." Dr. Anani said, explaining 
that the Middle East peace talks 
have produced four tracks or nego- 
tiations with Israel but also two 
courses of coordination, between 
Jordan and the PLO on the one, 
* hand and Syria and Lebanon on 
the other. 

While explaining that the 
Jordan-PLO coordination course 
was a natural result of historical 
links of interest, there was fear that 
“inertia would be created by mak- 
ing (the parties) rivals and com- 
petitive in winning things from 
Israel at the expense of each 
other." 

“We don’t want to end up with 
-separate courses rather ihah 
tracks; it would be the beginning or 
' destructive linkages," he Mid- 

Dr. Anani. a major player in 
Jordan's negotiations with Israel 
since the Madrid conference, said 
that in this course guards should be 
placed to avoid a situation where 
“there is a prefect and a soldier." 

Although coordination was 
mostly absent throughout the two 
years of Arab-Israeli negotiations. 
Dr. Anani said His Majesty's 
speech was especially timely be- 



Jawad Anani 

cause of the deadlines which have 
been reached by the signing of ihe 
declaration of principles (DoP) be- 
tween Israel and the PLO setting 
specific dates for the transitional 
stage and the final status negotia- 
tions. 

“One would ask why say it and 
why now, and the answer is be- 
cause we don't have time — we are 
running out of time," Dr. Anani 
said. 

The King's message to the PLO 
is. Dr. Anani said, “you should 
coordinate with Jordan and we 
better coordinate now." 

He added that the King's mes- 
sage to tiie PLO was not to signal 
impending “.divorce" but one that 
tried to impress on the Palestinian 
decisionmakers that "late coor- 
dination might be more futile than 
no coordination." 

The lade of coordination over 
the past two years between the 
PLO and Jordan, according to Dr. 
Anani, has contributed to the ex- 
istence of what he termed as “iii 
will" between the two sides. 

The King, in this week's address, 
-strove to dispel some of the feeling 
of distrust that exists in Jordanian- 


Israel and PLO spar in 
public and deal in private 


Combined agency dispatches 

ISRAEL AND the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) swiped at each other in 
public Monday bur behind the 
scenes their peacemakers tus- 
sled with the obstacles to start- 
ing Palestinian self-rule. 

The two sides had planned 
to resume talks early this week 
hoping to settle differences 
holding up the start of an 
Israeli troop withdrawal from 
the occupied Gaza Strip and 
West Bank town of Jericho. 

Behind the scenes, officials 
said the two sides faxed and 
phoned each other and enlisted 
the help of other countries. 

But in public they ai^ued 
over whether their talks last 
week in Cairo, aimed at 
loosening the logjam, had en- 
ded in agreement. Israel said 
yes the PLO said no. 

In Paris, talks between 
Israeli and PLO economic spe- 
cialists resumed in Paris on 
Monday despite the impasse 
over political and security 
affairs. , . . , 

The Pans talks, which last 
convened in mid-December, 
are to lay the groundwork for 
economic cooperation between 
Israel and areas of the West 
Bank and Gaza from which 
Israel was scheduled to start 
withdrawing on Dec. 13. 

An Israeli spokesman said 
the Paris talks held at the 
French government's Klebcr 
conference centre, ^ "would 
continue as long as is neces- 
sary." . 

The economic specialists are 
meeting in sub-committees de- 
voted to such subjects as fi- 
nance, banking and trade be- 
tween Israel and the areas due 
to be evacuated. 

In Tunis, PLO leaders Mon- 
■day rejected conditions set by 
Israel for the resumption of the 
talks on implementing their 


agreement on Palestinian self- 
rule. 

“We reject the Israeli diktat 
and we wait for Israel's re- 
sponse to our amendments to 
its proposals," PLO Executive 
Committee member Suleiman 
Najab said. 

“They (the Israelis) are re- 
sponsible for the halt in nego- 
tiations." he told Reuters after 
a PLO Executive Committee 
meeting chaired by Yasser 
Arafat. 

The two sides had hoped to 
meet in Taba, Egypt, on Mon- 
day or Tuesday. 

Under the September Peace 
accord, Israel was to have 
started its withdrawal on Dec. 
13. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin said on Sunday 
talks on how to implement the 
accord could resume only 
when the PLO agreed the basis 
was a document he said they 
had agreed on In Cairo last 
week. 

“We will let them sweat," he 
is reported as telling the Israeli 
cabinet. 

“There is no agreement cal- 
led the Cairo agreement." Mr. 
Najab said. "It is an Israeli 
draft which was submitted to 
the Palestinian leadership." he 
said. The PLO leadership had 
proposed amendments, he 
added. 

“They (the Israelis) have im- 
posed on us their occupation 
(of the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip) during 27 years, but they 
cannot impose on us a paper 
thay have drafted." Mr. Najab 
said. 

Mr. Najab said amendments 
proposed to Israel concerned 
control over checkpoints on 
borders between the Gaza 
Strip and Egypt and between 
the Jericho area and Jordan, 
and Israel's withdrawal from 
some locations in the Jericho 


These are key issues that 
frustrated negotiators in pre- 
vious rounds of talks in Nor- 
way and France. 

In a meeting with Spain's 
Foreign Minister Javier Solana 
on Sunday night, Mr. Arafat 
denounced what he called 
“obstacles and difficulties 
placed by Israel in front of the 
(self-rule) agreement." 

He also denounced “con- 
tinuous changing interpreta- 
tions Israel gives to the clauses 
of the agreement, a fact which 
makes the negotiations stall," 
the Palestinian news agency 
WAFA said. 

Mr. Solana told reporters 
. after his two-hour meeting that 
there were “fundamental dif- 
ferences between the two par- 
ties’ positions." 

Prior to his meeting with Mr. 
Arafat, Mr. Solana spoke by 
telephone late Sunday with his 
Israeli and Egyptian counter- 
parts and after his talks with 
the PLO leader called the 
Israeli foreign minister again. 

He later declared that the 
situation was “deadlocked." 

“I don't want to seem too 
optimistic” about the chances 
of breaking the impasse, he 
added. 

Israel meanwhile turned 
down the PLO’s latest offer for 
the resumption of the negotia- 
tions. after the Palestinians 
tried to meet the Jewish state 
half-way. 

‘■The conditions are not yet 
right for resuming negotiations 
wirh the PLO." Foreign Minis- 
ter Shimon Peres said after 
talks on the telephone with the 
organisation's negotiator Nabil- 
Shaath. 

“We cannot keep talking 
forever but only up to a point: 
when an accord is reached. 
After that we must keep to 
what has been agreed. What 

(Continued on pdge 5) 


Palestinian relations. According io 
D r. Anani. Ihe King's reference to 
Jordan's commitment to Jeru- 
salem's holy places and the concept 
of confederation were aimed at 
dispelling the feeling that Jordan 
still had designs lo rule the' West 
Bank. 

On the issue of Jerusalem. Dr. 
Anani said. Jordan had repearedly 
explained that its insistence on 
safeguarding the holy places was 
not aimed at establishing “geog- 
raphic jurisdiction but a religious 
one." He explained that Jordan 
believes that since the issue of 
Jerusalem was left to final status 
negotiations relinquishing jurisdic- 
tion over Jerusalem's holy places 
may play into Israel's hand by 
creating a "sovereignty vacuum" 
during the interim period of 
Palestinian self-rule. 

“Our move was continuously 
misrepresented as an attempt to 
overreach into the West Bank, 
which is untrue." Dr. Anani said. 

The second issue of contention. 
Dr. Anani said, was the concept of 
a confederation between Jordan 
and the emerging Palestinian enti- 
ty. "The King demanded that this 
debate be dropped completely to 
eliminate any suspicion that Jordan 
wanted to take over the PLO's role 
for Palestinians.” 

He said that the King wanted the 
postponement of the idea of con- 
federation until such a time when 
Palestinians have achieved the 
right to self-determination. “U is 
too early to discuss when Palesti- 
nians still have no right to self- 
determination and could be inter- 
preted to mean that Jordan was 
..trying to intervene in Palestinian 
affairs." 

Hie third cause of mistrust, 
which Dr. Anani said the King did 
not mention in his speech, was 
Jordan's intention to reopen Jorda- 
nian bank branches in the occupied 
territories. 

**It saddens us that the 
framework of cooperation between 
us and the Palestinians has been 
spearheaded by the issue of bank- 
ing;" Dr. Anani said. “It appears 

(Continued on page 5) 


Israelis 

kill 3 

teenagers 
in Gaza 


GAZA CITY, occupied Gaza 
Strip (Agencies) — Israeli 
troops Monday shot and killed 
three Palestinian teenagers in 
the occupied Gaza Strip, Arab 
sources said. 

Troops fatally shot Fadel 
Ibrahim Rihan, 19, in the 
mouth after he threw stones at 
an army jeep patrolling the 
JabaJya refugee camp, while 
elite troops shot Abas Khader 
Al Saidi, 18, in the Shatti 
camp, they said. 

Taxi driver Ibrahim Abu 
Dan told AFP that he saw 
soldiers, who were looking for 
Palestinians who had fled in a 
Peugeot 404 car, first wound- 
ing Saidi and then finishing 
him off with a second shot. 

Farid Chaarawi, 19, was kil- 
led by a bullet which pene- 
trated his abdomen when 
Israeli soldiers opened fire in 
the Shatti camp at demonstra- 
tors showering them with 
stones. 

Tension was dearly mount- 
ing in Gaza Monday night de- 
spite a curfew which takes 
effect every evening as of 8:00 
p.m. (1800 GMT), the same 
sources said. 

These deaths bring to 1,163; 
The number of Palestinians kil- 
led by Israeli bullets in the 
occupied territories since up- 
rising erupted six years ago. 
according to an AFP toll. 

Also bn Monday, Palesti- 
nian sources here said Israeli 
■ troops have arrested two mem- 
bers of PLO chief Yassser Ara- 
fat's Fateh faction who are 
suspeaed of killing two Israelis 
last week (see page 10). 



His Majesty King Hussein Monday receives 
Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr Musa in a 


meeting attended by His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan (Petra photo) 


Jordan, Egypt to revitalise 
joint higher committee 

Musa delivers Mubarak message to King, 
stresses need for Arab coordination 
Egyptian minister backs.PLO on Cairo paper 


by P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa paid & 
brief .Visit to Amman Monday 
to deliver a message from Pres- 
ident Hosni Mubarak fp His' 
Majesty King Hussein and dis- 
cuss the Middle East peace 
process and bilateral relations. 

Mr. Musa, in arrival and, 
departure comments to repor- 
ters, said his visit was part of 
Jordanian-Egyptian coordina- 
tion and that Mr. Mubarak's 
message to the King dealt with 
the peace process and Cairo- 
Amraan relations. He said he 
was carrying back a message 
from King Hussein to Presi- 
dent Mubarak. 

Both Mr. Musa and his 
Jordanian counterpart Talal Al 
Hassan also announced plans 
to revitalise the work of tire 
joint Jordanian-Egyptian 
Higher Committee beaded at 
prime ministers’ lev$l. Thtf 
committee has not met since 
1990, when conflicting posi- 
.tions of Jordan and Egypt over 
the Golf crisis caused a strain 
in relations. 

The foreign ministers did not 


announce a date for the com- 
mittee’s next meeting. 

The Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said the King and Mr. 
Musa discussed the latest de- 
velopments in the peace pro- 
cess as well as bilateral rela- 
tions, and reaffirmed support 
for Palestinians in their effort 
to regain their rights. 

Prime Minister Abdul Saiam 
Majali also held a round of 
talks with Mr. Musa. 

As the Egyptian minister 
was holding the talks here. 
Information Minister Jawad 
Anani told reporters Egypt 
was seeking to “understand the 
King’s position” after the com- 
ments His Majesty made 
Saturday calling on the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) to undertake immediate 
moves towards coordination 
with Jordan. 

Reports from Cairo said Mr. 
Musa’s visit to Amman bad 
more to do with Jordanian- 
Egyptian relations and overall 
Arab relations than the strict 
politics of the peace process. 

Arab diplomats noted that 
Mr. Musa's visit to Amman 
followed two days of talks here 
by the Qatari foreign minister, 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Jasscm Al 


Thani, who said after the dis- 
cussions that all differences be- 
tween Doha and Amman were 
removed and that both sides 
were planning to launch econo- 
mic and political cooperation. 

They said Egypt, which 
would like to carve ont a role 
for itself in healing Arab rifts 
caused by the Gulf crisis, 
wanted to know of the Qatari- 
Jordanian development. 

Asked to comment on this 
aspect. Dr. Anani said Jordan 
did not mind coordinating with . 
Egypt towards achieving Arab 
reconciliation, but that “Jor- 
dan could not have waited for 
anybody to mend fences; it had 
to take the lead.” 

On Egypt's perceived role in 
improving relations between 
Jordan and the Gulf states. Dr. 
Anani said: “I think (one) 
should ask the Gulf countries 
to evaluate... their links with 
Egypt in terms of a balanced 
relationship with Jordan and 
the Palestinians." 

In arrival comments, Mr. 
Mura expressed hope that the 
year 1994 “will witness an im- 
provement” in ties among 
Arab countries and stressed 

(Continued on page 5) 


Reformists press Arafat to 
make PLO more democratic 


TUNIS (Agencies) — Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat came under new pressure 
Monday to stop monopolising 
key decisions on the peace 
talks with Israel and to make 
the organisation more demo- 
cratic. 

Nabil Amr, a member of the 
team, said the PLO chairman 
“displayed a high readiness to 
listen and argue, but made no 
promises" during the meeting 
Sunday night. 

Interviewed Monday by the 
Associated Press, Mr. Amr 
said the seven man delegation 
proposed “a mechanism” for 
political reforms to allow wider 
participation in the decision- 
making process for Palesti- 
nians inside and outside the. 
occupied territories. 

But be refused to elaborate 
on the proposal, and said more 
j meetings will be held in the 
next two days with Mr. Arafat 
and top members of the PLO’s 
ruling Executive Committee. 

The delegation was led by 
Haidar Abdul Shafi, a Gaza 
physician who headed Palesti- 
nian negotiators to the Arab-' 
Israeli peace process when it 
was launched in Madrid in 
October 1991. It included 
members of the negotiating 
team. 

Speaking to reporters on 
arrival in Tunis Sunday, Dr. * 
Abdul Shafi raid: “Our main' 


demand is to expand the 
decision-making authority so 
that decisions are no longer 
'made by Arafat alone. We 
' basically want to set up a col- 
lective Palestinian leadership." 

Mr. Arafat, who beemne 
chairman of the PLO in 1968, 
has been under increasing 
attack from critics who say he 
should change his autocratic 
rule and allow more democra- 
cy in the movement. 

The reformists support the 
Sept. 13 PLO-Israeli accord for 
limited Palestinian self-rule. 
But they disagree with the way 
Mr. Arafat is handling negotia- 
tions with Israel for its imple-- 
mentation. 

The agreement has been 
stalled by differences between 
the PLO and Israel over con- 
trol of crossings between Jor- 
dan and Jericho and Egypt and 
Gaza and the physical area of 
the West Bank town of 
Jericho. 

The reformists had sent a 
four-page memo to Mr. Arafat 
last month. It accused the PLO 
of “not doing enough to foster 
dialogue among the various 
Palestinian factions to address 
the opposition to the auton- 
omy accord" and of “failing to 
present the accord in an objec- 
tive, clear manner so that the 
people would know its implica- 
tions...” 

The memo called for special 
committees, including Palesti- 


nians in the occupied territor- 
ies and in the diaspora, to deal 
with the autonomy negotia- 
tions with Israel rather than 
leaving PLO-appoimed dele- 
gates to do the job. 

“We want to broaden the 
decision-making structure so 
that it does not stay entirely in 
Abu Aramar’s (Arafat’s) 
hands,” Dr. Abdul Shafi said 
Sunday, adding he would call 
for a “collective leadership.” 

At least six of the 12 PLO 
Executive Committee mem- 
bers support the demands, 
according to a Palestinian offi- 
cial. 

Dr. Abdnl Shafi, a founding 
PLO member .who has for 
months demanded more demo- 
cracy, said: “Committee 
appointments should not be 
made only on the basis of 
political and personal consid- 
erations." 

He stressed the need to use 
Palestinians of ability at this 
“decisive" time. 

Three leading figures in the 
Palestinian uprising against the 
Israeli occupation resigned 
Dec. 26 in protest at Mr. Ara- 
fat’s decision to name a 13- 
member council to head Fateh 
operations in 'the Gaza Strip. 

Mr. Arafat’ said the resigna- 
tions had stemmed from a mis- 
understanding and promised 
“serious changes will be car- 
ried out” in the Fateh lead- 
ership in Gaza. 
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Three months after 
historic deal, Arafat 
finds little to show 


By Jack Redden 

Reuter 

AMMAN — Yasser Arafat 
has entered the New Year 
facing a bleak political land- 
scape. with pressure mount- 
ing from all sides in the Mid- 
dle East and even Palestinian 
support for his leadership 
draining away. 

The "Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) chair- 
man made the biggest news 
of 1993 when his handshake 
with Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin sealed a peace 
accord in September. 

But his failure to translate 
it into reality leaves his future 
looking increasingly preca- 
rious. 

Haider Abdul Shafi, chief 
Palestinian negotiator in the 
Washington talks with Israel, 
left Amman for Tunis Sunday 
to demand Mr. Arafat share 
power inside the PLO. 

“We are not happy with 
the way negotiations are 
going,’' said Dr. Abdul Shafi. 
who has always harboured 
deep doubts about Mr. Ara- 
fat’s September accord. 
“There isn’t a coherent 
plan.” 

Hours earlier. King Hus- 
sein warned Mr. Arafat to 
conclude an agreement with 
Jordan on future political and 
economic links. 

That warning followed last 
week's failure of talks with 
Israel in Cairo on im- 
plementing September's self- 
rule accord that marked the 
greatest gamble of Mr. Ara- 
rat’s career. 

If he had thought Israel 
would reward him for the 
accord, he seriously miscalcu- 
lated. So far he has had little 
little to show to an in- 
creasingly sceptical Palesti- 
nian public. 

Only a handful of the more 
than 10,000 Palestinian pris- 
oners in Israeli jails nave 
been heed. Jewish settlement 
of Arab land continues un- 
abated. 

Most damaging to expecta- 
tions Mr. Arafat had helped 
inflate, the promised Israeli 
withdrawal from the Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank 
town of Jericho did not begin 
on Dec. 13 as prescribed in 
tfie 1 a&oni- 

While the PLO .appears to 
flounder, Israel has enjoyed a 
diplomatic bonanza 'since the 
September accord. 

As Israeli-PLO talks failed 
in Cairo, the Vatican formal- 
ly recognised Israel — long a 
goal of Israeli foreign policy. 

Tunisia, Qatar and Oman 
are hosting meetings on Mid- 
dle East issues that will in- 


dude Israeli delegates — 
proof of the acceptance 
gained by Israeli through the 
peace talks. 

“Why do some Arabs feci 
embarrassed from meeting 
Israelis in Arab countries but 
they don't object to such 
meeting in Western states?" 
Qatar's foreign minister said 
in Amman on Sunday. 

In contrast to Israel's im- 
proving ties in the Arab 
world, the PLO is discover- 
ing it is hard to find a friend 
— at least one willing to 
prove its sympathy with 
monev. 

PLt) officials complained 
last week that Egypt, second 
on the U.S. foreign aid list 
only to Israel, was pressing 
for' Mr. Arafat to accept 
Israeli terms for im- 
plementing the accord. 

Faisal Husseini. Mr. Ara- 
fat's deputy in the occupied 
territories, received the same 
advice to make concessions 
during a futile fund-raising 
mission to Saudi Arabia last 
month, PLO sources re- 
ported. 


ANALYSIS 


Mr. Arafat has often sur- 
vived by shifting and blurring 
to keep the fault lines of the 
Palestinian movement 
obscured. His options this 
time are grim. It s a no-win 
predicament. 

Israel shows no urgency to 
secure Mr. Arafat agreement 
to the self-rule terms, with 
Mr. Rabin saying on Sunday 
his position is fixed and be 
will let the PLO "sweat.” 

If Mr. Arafat accepts terms 
he said were a humiliation, 
his dwindling prestige will 
take another dip — and 
Palestinians who condemned 
the accord from the start as a 
surrender will find fresh 
ammunition. 

“The agreement contained 
the seeds of its own failure,” 
Dr. Abdul Shafi said just 
before flying to a meeting 
with Mr. Arafat. 

The sephigenarian physi- 
cian from Gaza wondered if 
the PLO should resume its 
decades-old call for interna- 
tional intervention — mote 
unlikely than ever in a world 
where the only superpower is 
an unreservedly pro-Israel 
United States. 

Only months after hopes 
for peace soared. Dr. Abdul 
Shaft, one of the most re- 
spected of Palestinians, fears 
it was an illusion: “All that 
this will boil down to is that 
there will be no peace." 


Companies chasing 
Kuwait work face 
offset challenge 


KUWAIT (R) — The golden 
bonanza never came for fore- 
ign companies seeking to help 
rebuild Kuwait after the Gulf 


war. 

Three years on. new- offset 
trade obligations have added 
to the challenge facing contrac- 
tors already liir by the emi- 
rate's post-war ’economic 
downturn. 

To clinch a sale, foreign 
firms chasing multi-million dol- 
lar deals must now reinvest 
part of their earnings in a local 
economy presenting few 
attractive opportunities. 

Executives are racking their 
brains for good ideas. 

“If there was anything 
worthwhile to do. the Kuwaitis 
would have done it themselves 
years ago.” said one diplomat. 

“Everyone’s scratching 
around for ideas.” 

Under guidelines issued last 
year contracts with the state 
worth one million dinars (S3. 3 
million) or more are subject to 
an offset obligation worth 30 
per cent of the contract value. 

The programme encourages 
foreign films to set up joint 
ventures geared towards train- 
ing and technology transfer. 

The idea is to diversify the 
emirate’s economy away from 
almost total reliance on oil and 
foreign workers. 

A report by the National 
Bank of Kuwait says the 
greatest challenge facing all 
parties in the onset program- 
me will be finding adequate 
investment projects. 

Economists point to a 
shrunken economy hit by con- 
tinuing fears over Iraq ana a 40 
per cent population mop since 
Jjaq invaded Kuwait in August 
1990, sparking an exodus of 
Kuwaitis and foreign workers. 

A U.S.-led alliance drove 
the Iraqis out in early 1991. 
giving nse to expectations of a 
reconstruction boom. 

Analysts say the most attrac- 
tive aspects of the offset plan 
are its unusual offshore option 
and the fact that a string of 
major firms have decided it's 
worth their while to sign up. 

Two — America's G.M. 
Hughes Electronics Corp and 
France's Aerospatiale — have 
already signed memoranda of 
agreement. 

America's Raytheon com- 


pany. General Dynamics Corp 
and -Tcom and Britain’s GKN 


are expected to follow suit in 
the firsLgumter of 1994, offi- 
cials say. 

To meet the criticism that it 
is difficult to identify suitable 
investments. Kuwaitis say they 
will consider permitting joint 
ventures registered in Kuwait 
to operate offshore. 

If the contract value is grea- 
ter than five million dinars ($17 


million) the offset project can 
be in Kuwait, countries of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council — 
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia. Qatar. 
Oman, Bahrain and the United 
Arab Emirates — the Arab 
World, or elsewhere in the 
world, in that order of prefer- 
ence. 

Under the guidelines, firms 
signing contracts from one mil- 
lion to five million dinars must 
contribute to an offset de- 
velopment fund aimed at 
promoting private business. 

“We want to get the message 
across that we’re here to help 
companies make money.” said 
a Finance Ministry official." 
We know these companies arc 
in the business of making pro- 
fits." 

But critics note even 
Kuwaitis see little promise in 
the moribund non-oil sectors 
of banking, hotels, the stock 
market and limited light indus- 
try. Private . Kuwaiti invest- 
ments continue to flow over- 
seas. 

Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry board member AbduJ 
Wahhab A1 Wazzan said 
Kuwaitis had obtained 2,000 
commercial licences and in- 
vested in 25.000 properties in 
the United Arab Emirates 
since the war because of the 
poor business climate at home. 

' Diplomats add the govern- 
ment has been slow to point 
businessmen towards good 
opportunities. 

Officials reply that learning 
to use personal contact. 
Kuwaiti-sryJc. is vital to dis- 
covering investment opportu- 
nities. 

Private offset consultant Ste- 
fan Skrzywanek said offset 
could help contractors make 
additional profits but up-to-the 
minute knowledge of the 
Kuwait business scene was a 
key factor. 

Hughes executive Robert 
O'Rourke said offset “certain- 
ly is a challenge.” 

Although foreigners are not 
allowed to buy into (be state* 
owned oil firms they will be 
allowed to protide oil support 
services — one of the targets 
Hughes is aiming at. 

Some nevertheless describe 
Kuwaiti offset as a trade bar- 
rier . They say it favours multi- 
national companies able to 
i absorb, offset, costs by. -using 
economies . of . scale and re- 
quires smaller exporters to di» 
iyert_ precious management re- 
soufees. 

“It could also make firms 
increase their prices to cover 
the 30 per cent (required by 
offset),' one diplomat said. "If 
all alternative suppliers make 
the same calculation, the buyer 
will end up paying for the 
offset, whoever ne chooses." 


Iraq archaeologists restore glory of ancient capital 


By Jane Amf 
Renters 


SAMARRA, Iraq — Iraqi 
legend has it that a woman 
flinging her black doak from 
the top of the spiral minaret in 
this ancient capital of the 
caliphs will find true love — or 
at least a husband. 

These days there are few 
love-lorn visitors climbing the 
twisting steps of the A! Mal- 
wiya minareL 

But Iraqi archaeologists are 
carrying on a lonely fight to 
restore the treasures of what 
was for a moment in history 
the centre of the Islamic 
World. 

They hope that a lifting of 
Gulf war trade sanctions on 
Iraq will free more funds for 
excavation and bring back a 
rush of foreign pilgrims to the 
uncovered riches of the ninth 
century capital of the Islamic 
caliphate. 


Workers this year built a 
stone ramp to the spiral tower 
and repaired the minaret's 361 
winding steps which bring wor- 
shipper seven storeys closet to 


Across the road, archaeolog- 
ists are reconstructing the 
caliph's swimming pool, a nvo- 
storey complex which was one 
of the glories of a city famed 
for its palaces. 30- kilometre 
long boulevards and gardens 
stretching along the Tigris Riv- 
er. 

The centrepiece of the com- 
plex, a round 63-square-metre 
pool originally tiled with mar- 
ble and surrounded by gilded 
glass mosaics, was fed by 
underground channels from 
the Tigris. 

The three-metre deep pool 
has long been stripped of its 
marble but remains a testa- 
ment to the ingenuity and opu- 
lence to one of the most spec- 
tacular dries of antiquity. 


"When it was first disco- 
vered by a German team in the 
1920s, they thought it was an 
ampi theatre.” said project 
director Hafetbe Hussein AI 
Hayani. from the Iraqi depart- 
ment of Antiquities. 

Iraqi archaeologists began 
their own excavation and res- 
toration more than six decades 
later in 1988. 


New lace-like stone panels 
carved with leaves and grapes 
are almost indistinguishable 
from delicate fragments of the 
original walls. New bricks fired 
the same way they were 12 
centuries ago have restored 
collapsed corridors. 


local residents and Turkish 
troops. 

Sixty years later, when fight- 
ing had been quelled, the 
capita] was moved back to 
Baghdad — at the time a cen- 
tre of world advances in art 
and sciences. Samarra declined 
and by (he 1300s was mostly in 
rums. 

Throughout modem Iraq, 
the pace of excavation has 
almost ground to a halt be- 
cause the government has been 
left strapped for cash by the 
Gulf war. 


The city was so spectacular 
that caliph AI Mutasim re- 
named h Sura 'a- Maura ‘a (he 
who sees it rejoices) after he 
moved the capital of the 
cadiphate there from Baghdad 
in 836 amid fighting between 


American fighter planes 
reinforcing the "no-fly" zone 
m northern Iraq roar overhead 
as workers erect scaffolding to 
plaster cracks in the ruins. Mr. 
Hayani said these were caused 
by vibrations from bombing 
raids, when U.S.-led allies 
attacked Traq in 1991 in a war 
to drive Iraqi forces out of 
Kuwait. 


Belgian police hold 50 
in Turk-Kurdish clashes 


BRUSSELS (Agencies) ~ 
More than 50 youths carrying 
knives, bascbafl bats and pet- 
rol bombs were arrested Sun- 
day night when about 500 
Turks protesting against the 
presence of Kurdish "freedom 
marchers" in Brussels dashed 
with police. 

It was the second successive 
night of trouble in the narrow 
streets of the dty's Turkish 
quarter. Eleven people were 
hurt Saturday night, when 
police used a water cannon to 
break up fighting between 
Kurdish and Turkish immig- 
rants. 

"One Molotov cocktail was 
thrown tonight. We intervened 
with riot police and they dis- 
persed. Youths smashed the 
windows of Kurdish shop and 
wc think they will come back.” 
a police spokesman told Reu- 
ters at the scene of Sunday's 
clashes. 

Police chief Jo dc Cuypcr 
said about 160 officers were on 
hand and they arrested at least 
50 youths. "There were about 
500' altogether at one time, but 
they split up into smaller 
groups. 

The Turks had tried to pre- 
vent the ISO-strong group of 
Kurds holding a meeting in a 
local hall and were angered 
when a Kurdish flag was 
draped over the balcony of the 
building. 

The Kurds were (hen 
escorted to a sports ball in 
another part of Brussels, 
where they remained on 
Sunday. 

"The choice of the area (to 
hold the meeting) was not. 
made on purpose." Timur 
Sayan, a member of the Union 
of Intellectual patriots of Kur- 
distan which organised the 
March, told Reuters at (he 
sports hall. 

Banners around the hall 
said, “Stop military aid to Tur- 
key. End illegality of Kurdish 
Labour Party (PRK)." 

“The Turks tried to discredit 
our march. We had no inten- 
tion of posing problems to the 
Belgian people.” Mr. Sayan 


On Saturday night six police- 
men and five civilians were 
injured, none, seriously, after 
fighting erupted in the Turkish 
Saint-Josse area of north Brus- 
sels between local Turks and 
Kurds on a “freedom march" 
from Bonn. 

A statement from the Tur- 
kish embassy, issued through 
the national news agency Bel- 
ga. said the clashes on Satur- 
day were started after provoca- 
tion by "militant members of 
the PKK." . , 

Mr. Sayan said the aim of 
the march was to "denounce 
the Turkish government's poli- 
cy of genocide towards the 
Kurds” and to "sensitise public 
awareness on the issue and in 
favour of a democratic solu- 


Gcrmany banned the PKK 
and affiliated groups in 
November, saying they used 
violence to achieve theiT aims 
and were a domestic threat. 

The PKK has been fighting 
since 19S4 for an independent 
Kurdish homeland in southeast 
Turkey. Since then more than 
lO.OOti people have been killed 
in the guerrilla war. 

Mr. Sayan said a hunger 
strike started by the protesters 
on Saturday would probably 
end shortly. 

He added (hat members of 
the group hoped to meet Bel- 
gian Foreign Minister Willy 
Claes on Monday and Interior 
Minister Louis Tobback on 
Tuesday. The group would 
then disperse. 

“Brussels is the centre of 
Europe — we want Europe to 
stop selling arms to Turkey and 
wc want it to bring influence 
on Turkey to help solve the 
Kurdish question,’ Mr. Sayan 
said. 


Attacks in Diyarbakir 

Kurdish separatists threw 
grenades and opened fire on 
the mayor's house, two news- 
paper offices and a nightclub in 
the southeastern Turkish city 
of Diyarbakir, two days after a 
visit by the premier and 
cabinet. 


U.N. says Iraqis left 
Kuwaiti side of border 


KUWAIT (R) — AH the Iraqis 
who used to live in the Kuwaiti' 
part of the border town- of 
Umm Qasr have now moved to 
new houses on the Iraqi side. 
U.N. officials said Sunday. 

“Since zero hour on the first 
of January, no more Iraqi 
citizens or their assets are in 
the residential areas of Umm 
Qasr on the Kuwaiti side of the 
border.” United Nations Iraq- 
Kuwait Observer Mission 
(UNIKOM) spokesman Abdul 
Latif Kabbaj told Reuters by 
telephone. 

"They were evacuated to the 
Iraqi side of the town where 
they were allocated new apart- 
ments (by the Iraqi author- 
ities).” 


Mr. Kabbaj said the move, 
which had been taking place 
since mid-November, was su- 
pervised by U.N. officials. The 
Kuwaiti authorities took over 
their side of Umm Qasr on 
Saturday. 

•‘The Kuwaiti side of the 
town came under Kuwait's au- 
thority after it was inspected by 
the force commander of UN- 
IKOM Major-General (Krish- 
na) Thapa on Saturday," he 
said. 


In 1993 a U.N. border de- 
m aeration commission, set up 
under Gulf war-related cease- 
fire resolutions, ruled that 
several farms, part of an oil- 
field and a part of Umm Qasr 
town were on the Kuwaiti side 
of the border. 

For years Iraq and Kuwait 
had used a de fact o border 


slightly to the south of the De Jure 
border in places. 

UNIKOM said the evacua- 
tion, which started in mid- 
November, was “smoothly car- 
ried out without any incident.” 
But more Iraqis have to be 
moved to Iraq from other 
Kuwaiti areas. 

“Iraqi farmers arc still pre- 
sent in the AI Abdali farms. 
Baghdad did not yet give a 
date for the beginning of the 
farmers' evacuation Mr. 
Kabbaj said. 

A United Nations envoy vi- 
sited Kuwait last September to 
evaluate the assets of 63 Iraqi 
farming families separated 
from their land by the newly 
demarcated frontier. 

Kuwait says it will pay U.N.- 
asscsscd compensation to the 
Iraqi fanners who ended up on 
the wrong side of the border. 

Mr. Kabbaj said Kuwait 
stopped the digging 0 / a secur- 
ity border trench because of 
the presence of Iraqi people 
and assets in Kuwaiti territor- 
ies through which the trench is 
to be dug. 

In June 1993. the emirate 
started digging a border trench 
three metres d^cp and five 
metres wide along the 207 
kilometre desert border to 
keep out infiltrators. 

“Kuwait can, if it wishes, 
resume digging the trench,” 
said Mr. Kabbaj. 

Iraqi forces seized Kuwait in 
August 1990. A multinational 
alliance led by the United 
States ejected them in Febru- 
ary 1991. 
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news in brief 


Settlers group rejects transfer 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Jews living in an isolated settlement in 
the Gaza Strip Sunday rejected a proposal fcrjemto move fo 
a more protected area within the occupied temtoiy. E&- 
Dayan, head of the Labour Party bloc m pa^enMNd 
thirty families from (he Netzanm setttement^t aJ^ 
army battalion would be needed to protect them and 
suggested they joint Jewish settlers in Gush Katrf. The Israeh 
news agency^ Itim said the settlers rejected Mr. Dayan’s 
proposal and pledged to stay put. Meanwhile several thousand 
settlers in the Jordan Valley went on strike against the 
threatened “isolation” of one of their settlements. Police said 
cars and tyres were set ablaze blocking the main road for more 
than an hour. Settlers demonstrated at the Arab village of 
Ouja. 10 kilometres north of Jericho, which would fall inside 
the autonomous zone under a draft document drawn up at 
autonomy negotiations in Cairo. Desptie official denials 
settlers fear that would cut off Naama settlement. 
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Iran welcomes India-Pakistan talks 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran has welcomed new talks between 
Pakistan and India as a move which could bring stability to the 
region, the official news agency IRNA reported. A Foreign 
Ministry spokesman told IRNA that negotiations in Islamabad 
could “help remove the’ existing tension” between the two 
sides and lead to restoration of peace and stability in the 
region. “We hope that the talks would have fruitful results,” 
he was quoted as saying. The talks are the seventh time the 
two countries have met since 1990 to try to defuse over 
Kashmir. Iran has been strongly critical of the Indian role in 
Kashmir and has repeatedly offered to mediate in the conflict. 
But India, which accuses Pakistan of arming and training 
militants in Kashmir, has rejected any third-party interven- 
tion. Islamabad, which denies any involvement in Kashmir, 
has been open to the idea of Iranian mediation. 


Iran: No contact with Greek guerrillas 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran has denied allegations by an Italian 
newspaper that it had contacts with the November 17 group of 
Greek leftist guerrillas, the official Iranian IRNA news agency 
reported. IRNA said late Sunday that the director-general of 
Western European affaire at Iran's Foreign Ministry, Ali 
Ahani, denied that it said were recent charges in the Corrierre 
Della Serra daily of Iranian contacts with members of 
November 17. The agency said he was speaking in a meeting 
with Greece’s charge d’affairs in Tehran, Ioannis Pediots. 
November 17 has killed 19 Greeks and Foreigners since 1975, 
increasingly using remote-controlled car-bombs and rockets. 


U.S. considers parole of Pollard 


NEW YORK (R) — The Clinton administration is considering 
tiie possibility of parole for Israeli spy Jonathan Pollard but is 
unlikely to follow through. Time magazine reported Sunday. 
Tlie magazine said in a brief article which did not specify its 
sources that Deputy Attorney General Philip Heyman is 
drafting a list of compromise options for Mr. Pollard, whom 
Israel wants freed. The list reportedly includes the possibility 
of a reduced sentence that would make him eligible for parole 
in a few months. The magazine added, however, that the list 
may only be a ploy that would allow Mr. Clinton to reassure 
Israel he considered all options in the case. Mr. Pollard, a 
former navy intelligence analyst, has pleaded guilty to spying 
for Israel. A federal judge gave him the maximum posable 
sentence of life in prison. Mr. Pollard, in jail since his arrest 
outside the Israeli embassy in 1985, has filed a request with the 
U.S. Pardon Office, part of the Justice Department, to have 
his sentence shortened to the amount of rime already served. 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin urged Mr. Clinton at a ' 
-White House meeting in November to pardon Mr: Pollards* 


Saudi prince in Morocco on private visit 


RABAT (AFP) — Saudi Arabian Crown Prince Abdullah 
Ben Abdul Aziz arrived in Casablanca Sunday evening for a 
private visit during which he is due to meet Morocco's King 
Hassan II. Prince Abdullah, who is also deputy prime minister 
and commander of the National Guard, was welcomed by a 
number of officials, including Driss Slaoui, an advisor to the 
Moroccan monarch. The private visit is scheduled to last a few 
days. Prince Abdullah makes regular trips to Morocco, where 
the Saudi royal family owns a number of residences. 


European tourists drown off Algerian coast 


ALGIERS fAFP) — The bodies of three drowned holi- 
daymakers. including two Spanish men, have been washed up 
by the sea in the Oran region of western Algeria, consular 
officials said Monday. It had not yet been possible to identify 
one of the corpses, which were found on the shore last 
Thursday, but it was believed also to be th3t of a European, 
the officials said. The three men had been on board the yacht 
Pajamar II, which last docked at the Portuguese harbour of 
Porto Figuera da Foz on Dec. 20. The boar left its home port 
rn the Galicia region of Spain on Dec. 15. for an undisclosed 
destination. 


Cypriot drowns after saving holidaymaker 


NICOSIA (AFP) A Cypriot rescued an elderly British 
holidaymaker from the sea off this Mediterranean island but 
then drowned himself as his family watched in horror, the 
Cyprus News Agency reported Monday. It said Neophytos 
Antomou , a 34-ycar-old civil aviation worker, died Sunday in 
rhe southeast tourist resort of Avia Napa after he was swept 
out by huge w-aves and probbably struck the rocks. William 
Charles Enc Roberts was saved with the help of a rope 
brought to him by Mr. Antnnious who lore off his clothes and 
, “ r ”Pf d ' n to M -year-old building contractor who was 

children! 6 \ ,r ' Ank>niou ' s wife and two small 

childrens, on the beach for a stroll to enjoy the winter 

surtthme. watched helplessly as he was swept out after a 
half-hour operation to save Mr. Roberts. 
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By Suhair Obeidat 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMM&N — Six leftist political 
parties Monday criticised the 
JD 1,487 billion draft budget 
for 1994 and called on the 
Lowct House of Parliament to 
reject, it. 

.A joint statement issued by 
the six. said the draft budget, 

: which is under study by the 
Finance Committee of the 
. Housed placed the greater bur- 
' den of economic reform on the 
, poor'; and thus deepened the 
I , gap between the rich and poor. 

The statement, a copy of 
! wfak# was made available to 
I the Jordan Times, was signed 
tf by "the Jordanian Communist 
''jfuiy. the Communist Arab 
| Baath Party, the Jordanian 
! Popular Unity Party, the 
' Jordanian Democratic Peo- 
ple’s Party (Hashd), the Jorda- 
• man: Socialist Democratic Par- 
■ ly and the Jordanian Democra- 
! tic Arab Party. 

It called on the House to 
i reject the draft budget, pre- 
' seated to parliament in mid- 
December by Finance Minister 
1 Sanri Gammoh, and “defend 
the people's right to their daily 
bread.” 

Listing its own version of the 
objectives of the country’s eco- 
nomic policy, the statement 
said that economic develop- 
ment in the past two years did 
not justify the increase in local 
revenues (mainly from indirect 
. taxes, and fees). 

The statement asserted that 
the expected introduction of a 
. sales tax would “increase the 
production costs of the load 
industries and lead to a general 
price increase in market, and 
raise the poverty line...” 

Other byproducts of the 
sales tax. according to the 
; statement, will be a decline in 
. demancLfor local products and 
: investment and an increase in 


uivestmen 
unemployment. h c-~ 
i ! The- statement called for a 
, | link between prices and wages 
^ ■ and a minimum level “of wages' 
i “in accordance with all related 
i studies of living costs and the 
, poverty line.” 

' ft claimed that the increase 
. in the income and protit taxes 
came mainly from sharehold- 
ing companies and employees, 
“which indicates that the per- 
centage of tax invasion is still 
. very high." 

On expenditure, the state- 
ment claims that there is no 
serious attempt to reduce the 
deficit by decreasing expendi- 
ture, -“lather it is about in- 
creasing revenues while main- 
taining the level of expendi- 
ture.” 

The statement said that the 
budget is not “deficit-free" as 
; described by Mr. Gammoh, 
i but that there is a deficit of 
: JD 450 million “to be covered 
by local and foreign aid and 
loans.” 

■The statement concluded by 
i • some suggestions to “treat the 
economic situation and the 
budget, including an increase 
I in the salaries of active and 
. > retired' civil servants and the 


' In Ms daily column which 
^appeared in the Arabic daily 
'*A1 Ral Monday, economist 
Fahti ALFanek. accused those 
advocating an increase in salar- 
‘ ies asbeing ‘irresponsible.” 
He saiid that there is no 
1 guarantee: that the Internation- 
al Monetary Fund (IMF) will 
reschedule Jordan's debts “re- 
gardless of our adherence to 
• the economic reform program- 
■ me, which includes decreasing 
the budget deficit-” 


RJ, Gulf 
Air sign 
'maintenance 
agreement 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Gulf Air 
has joined other Arab and 
foreign -airlines in acquiring 
maintenance of its engines at 
the Royal Jordanian (RJ) tech- 1 
niral workshop at the queen 
Aha International Airport in 
: Amman. 

: Gulf . Air, owned by Arab 
Gulf countries, RJ Monday 
signed a deal for the mainte- 
| frapce of rwo engines used by 
\ the Gulf Air Boeing 737 air- 
f craft By workshop has been 
providing such service to va- 
. aircraft owned by Arab 
a ^dJoreign airlines. 

.The deal was signed by RJ 
. 5?°e President Zeid Kilani and 
GulfczAir Deputy Director 
. Ahmad Abdul Ghani. 



His Majesty King Hussein received at the Royal Court Monday 
Mr. Jonathan Atkin, British minister of state for defence 
affairs. They exchanged views about regional and international 
affairs. Later (below) the King received Amin A1 Hafez, former 
Lebanese prime minister who is on a current visit to Jordan. 



NEWS IN BRIEF 


Crown Prince visits army unit 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Monday visited the Third Jordanian Protection Regiment and was i 
briefed on the training practices the members currently undergo. 
The Crown Prince was accompanied by the chief of staff of the 
Royal ground forces, the inspector general, and the commander 
of the Third Royal Armoured Division. This unit is about to finish 
its training programme in preparation for Jordanian units 
currently serving in the U.N. peacekeeping force in the former 
Yugoslavia. 

Prince Faisai visits youth ministry 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Prince Faisal Ben Al 
Hussein Monday visited the youth ministry where he met with 
Youth Minister Abdullah Oweidat and several ministry officials. 
Prince Faisal and Dr. Oweidat discussed issues related to sports 
and youth movements in Jordan and means of developing them. 
The two also dwelt on car racing and gliding, with Prince Faisal 
expressing his keen interest in supporting these sports to enable 
Jordan to compete with other countries at the international level. 
.... . ; 
Masri meets Kuwaiti ehyoy. 

AMNtAN (Petra) — Speaker of the Lower HottSe 6f PaVHament ^ 
Taher Al Masri Monday received the Kuwaiti charge d’affaires in 
Amman. Mr. Masri and the Kuwaiti envoy discussed Jordanian- j 
Kuwaiti relations and issues of common interest. 

Supply minister meets Karak businessmen 

KARAK (Petra) — Supply Minister Radhi Ibrahim Monday, 
stressed the Ministry of Supply's keenness to improve the 
services it offers to citizens in the Karak govemorate and to 
solve all supply-related issues facing merchants and animal 
breeders in the govemorate. In a meeting with several animal 
breeders and the presidents of the Karak and Mazar chambers 
of commerce in the presence of Karak Governor Khalaf Al 
Mahasneb, Mr. Ibrahim said the ministry has agreed with a 
share holding company to establish a poultry slaughter house, 
refrigerated warehouses and fodder plants in Karak, Aqaba 
and Irbid at a total cost of JD 10 million. The minister said the 
ministry will establish a grains mill and warehouse in coopera- 
tion with local investors. He pointed that there was a study 
prepared by the cement, potash and phosphate companies in 
the southern parts of Jordan to establish a holding company 
which would launch several industrial ventures. 

Land revenues increase 

AMMAN (Petra) — The revenues of the Lands and Surrey 
Department in December have totalled JD 4,868,842. reflecting 
an increase of 31 per cent over the department's revenues in 
November, according to department director general Ali Al 
Gharaibeh. Mr. Gharaibeh said the department's December 
revenues also witnessed an increase of four per cent compared to 
the same month in 1992. The total of the department's revenues in 
1993 as a whole witnessed an increase of II per cent compared to 
1992, Mr. Gharaibeh said. The 1993 revenues reached 
JD 59,023,163 while the 1992 revenues totalled JD 53,162,918, he 
said. 

Kamal becomes Yarmouk president 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal Decree was issued Monday 
approving the appointment of Marwan Kamal as president of 
Yarmouk University. Dr. Kamal commenced his work as uni- 
versity president Monday morning. 

Labour committee reviews action plan 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry of Labour's planning commii- 
tee Monday discussed the outcome of recent field visits paid by 
several of its department heads to the ministry’s labour and 
employment offices in Irbid, Salt, Ramtha. Tafileh, South 
Shouneh, Madaba. Sahab, Zarqa, Jerash and Mafraq. In a 
meeting which was chaired by Labour Minister Khaled Eghzawi 
and attended by department directors, a discussion took place on 
means of developing the ministry’s work mechanisms in light of 
these visits and recommendations issued by department directors. 


Hlass named acting 
secretary general of Ministry 

of Tourism and Antiquities 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Latirice Hlass, a senior official at the 
Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities, has been appointed 
acting secretary general of the ministry, pending the appoint- 
ment ofa permanent secretary, it was announced Suncby. 

Ms. Hlass, who was named as Jordans first woman 
ambassador in 1970, is a strong contender for the setftfajj 
general’s position, which was left vacant by the retirement of 
Mr NasriAtallah who had occupied it for several years. 

The Council of Ministers is expected to act on the 
appointment soon, and if Ms. Hlass is cho^n for the job she 
vwU be the first women secretary general of a ministry in the 

history of Jordan. 


NAF 

needs 

more 

funds 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
National Aid Fund (NAF) has 
issued an appeal to the govern- 
ment to increase the amount 
earmarked for it this year to 
i deal with the problem of abject 
jpoverty in Jordan. 

According to 1994 budget 
figures, allocation to NAF 
amounts to JD 13 million but 
an additional JD 5 million are 
at least needed to meet the 
basic requirements of the very 
needy people, said acting NAF 
Director Jihad Majali. 

Quoting figures included in 
several poverty studies, pre- 
pared by a special committee 
entrusted for this task by the 
prime ministry, 5.5 per cent of 
the country’s population of 
nearly four million citizens 
now live under the abject 
poverty line, defined as living 
on an income of up to JD69, 
said Mr. Majali Monday. 

He noted that sectors living 
at or below the absolute pover- 
ty line, defined as those sectors 
who earn a monthly income of 
JD 119 and less, account for at 
least 21.1 per cent of the 
population. 

Mr. Majali said the people 
living within the abject poverty 
bracket were estimated at 
214,500 individuals noting that 
Jordanian families, on the 
average, were each composed 
of 7.2 members and that 30,203 
family heads receive monthly 
aid. 

According to Mr. Majali the 
government had fixed the ceil- 
ing of aid at JD 50 per family 
in 1992, up from JD 40 in 
previous years. 

“We hope the government 
would allocate additional funds 
|to enable die NAF to raise the 
monthly assistance to JD 60 
this year” Mr. Majali said. 

Referring to vocational 
training for heads of poor fami- 
lies to enable them to earn a 
living, Mr. Majali said NAF, 
which was established in 1987, 
has been providing loans 
amounting;*? JD5,547,944;for 
vocational. training purposes.*- - 

He said that 4,218 projects 
were set up by poor rfamilies 
with these loans until now. 

Noting that 66 per cent of 
these projects were successful, 
Mr. Majali said that the benefi- 
ciaries were no longer in need' 
of the NAF financial aid. 


WHAT’S 

GOING 


Ministry of Interior prepares for 
national conference on safety 




The following listings are com- 
piled from "monthly bulletins 
and the daily Arabic press. 
Renders are advised to verify 
the listed lime and place with 
the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

Art exhibition by Sudanese 
artist Abdul Qadir Af 
Bakhit al the Royal Cultu- 
ral Centre. 

* Art exhibition by artist 
Sadik Kwaish entitled 
“Talisma” at Baladna Art 
Gallery. 

* Art exhibition by Jordanian 
artist Suha Mash'al at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

* Art exhibition by Iraqi artist 
Abdul Jabbar Salman on 
bedouin culture at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

* Exhibition on the 100th 
anniversary of the death of 
French novelist Guy De 
Maupassant at the French 
Cultural Centre. 

* Exhibition of Iraqi books at 
the Royal Cultural Centre. 

* Art exhibition by a number 
of Jordanian artists entitled 
“The Sixth Exhibition — 
Samples From The Contem- 
porary Jordanian Art 93“ 
at the Spanish Cultural Cen- 
tre. 

£ Exhibition "Prints and 
Drawings of Fakhrelnissa 
Zeid” (1915-1991) until the 
I5th of January '94 at Darat 
al Funun of Che Abdul 
Hameed Shorn an Founda- 
tion. Also showing the 
“Permanent” Exhibition. 
(Tel. 643251/2). 

DRAMA 

£ Drama for children entitled 
“The Question” at the 
Royal Cultural Centre at 
11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. 

POETRY RECITAL 

* Poetry recital by poets Dr. 
Abdul Rahman Mango. Dr. 
Zakariva Dawoud. Adib Al 
Khayat, and Faisal Abdul 
Khaliq at the Arab Club for 
Culture and Art in Dahiyat 
Al Rasheed al 6:30 p.m. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Interior announced 
Monday that it is preparing for 
a national conference- to be 
held before the end of this 
month to deal with matters 
related to public safety for 
citizens as well private and 
public sector buildings and in- 
stallations. 

The ministry said in a state- 
ment that holding the confer- 
ence, which comes in response 
to directives by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince, would 
involve the participation of a 
number of ministries and pri- 
vate and public sector institu- 
tions. 

Interior Minister Saiameh 


Hammad has already circu- 
lated invitations to the con- 
cerned parties to prepare and 
deliver working papers to the 
ministry before Jan. 15, noting 
that a date and a venue for the 
conference would be decided 
in the light of the replies. 

The statement said that the 
conference would tackle a 
number of issues pertaining to 
public safety and protection, 
creating a national legislation 
for self-protection in various 
installations, the introduction 
of subjects related to fires and 
rescue work in school curricu- 
la, setting up courses at Jorda- 
nian universities related fight- 
ing off fires and outlining a 


comprehensive media plan to 
promote awareness among the 
• public about measures for safe- 

i*y- 

' It added that the discussions 
would cover the role of munici- 
palities in attaining public safe- 
ty and the question of meeting 
the rquirements of public safe- 
ty in industrial cities, control 
and inspection on precaution- 
ary and safety measures taken 
in the buildings and factories, 
disposal of dangerous waste in 
addition in dealing with mat- 
ters related to chemical indus- 
tries. 

Moreover, the role of pri- 
vate institutions in highlighting 
the concept of public safety 


Princess Basma urges women 
to implement action plan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basma 
Monday urged the Jordanian 
National Committee for 
Women (JNCW) to implement 
the committee's plan of action 
soon as as possible. 

The priness told the commit- 
tee members at a meeting that 
the JNCW should closely 
cooperate with the various pri- 
vate and public institutions to 
achieve the aspired goals. The 
JNCW, whose strategy in- 
cludes a special clause for the 
action plan for social action 
for women J was endorsed by 
the Council of Ministers last 
October. 

The JNCW, which came into 
being in 1992. aims at estab- 
lishing a constructive dialogue 
among intellectuals and other 
sectors concerned with issues 
of development on the one 
hand and emphasising the con- 
tribution of women in tackling 
the various issues facing the 
country, on the other. 

After discussions of the 
plan, the JNCW issued a state- 
ment noting that a decision has 
been taken to set up a sub- 
committee to put the plan info 
force and to £mbark' fth. ; the 
preliminary work for its imple- 


mentation according to priori- 
ties. 

The committee also decided 
to approach the government to 
give priority in appointment in 
government posts to women 
who bear the responsibility for 
their families. 

The plan calls for efforts to 
be made by the committee 
members to request schools 
and community colleges to in- 
clude concepts about social de- 
velopment in their curricula 
and urges the production of 
media programmes designed to 
enhance sound social concepts 
and practices especially in rela- 
tion to women. 

According to the JNCW 
plan, there trill be serious 
efforts to enhance the role of 
health workers, especially in 
the mother and child care and 
to ensure equal treatment for 
women who head families on 


similar footing with males at 
various government institu- 
tiions. 

The plan entails several 
other provisions for helping 
poor women, removing obsta- 
cles before women's work, and 
end violence against women. 

The JNCW strategy is char- 
acterised by being the result of 
different studies. 

To ensure adequate repre- 
sentation of all parties con-, 
cemed, the JNCW board com- 
prises the ministers of plan- 
ning, labour and social de- 
velopment as well as the 
General Secretary of the 
Ministry of Education Repre- 
sentatives from the Noor Al 
Hussein Foundation, Civil Ser- 
vice Commission, the private 
sector, the General Federation 
of Jordanian Women repre- 
sentatives of women in the 
public, and academic and pri- 
vate sectors. 


Abu Nuwwar meets Algerian envoy 

AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy Prime Minister Maan Abu Nuwwar 
Monday received in his office Algerian ambassador to Jordan AJ 
Hashemi Al Qaddourn- Dr. Abu Nuwwar and Mr. Al Qaddouri 
discussed Jordanian- Algerian delations and means of. enhancing. 

them ' ' -Wsu 


JTVapologises for offensive programme 


By Sa’eda Kilani 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan Television 
(JTV) was still receiving com- 
plaints from its audience 
yesterday because it aired a 
children programme Saturday 
in which “God” was depicted 
on the screen for four minutes, 
JTV officials said. 

In a children's cartoon prog- 
rammes broadcast Saturday 
afternoon, “God" appeared 
talking to children “in a way 


that is inconsistent with our 
religious beliefs," a JTV offi- 
cial said. 

JTV Director Ibrahim 
Shahzadeh told the Jordan 
Times that JTV receives some 
similar programmes that are in 
“total contradiction with our 
traditions and beliefs that we 
do not broadcast.” 

Mr. Shahzadeh said that 
JTV apologies to its audience 
for a “purely technical mis- 
take." 

He explained that the pro- 


ducer at the time of broadcast- 
ing made a mistake by confus- 
ing this programme with 
another one on the same cas- 
sette. However, the four- 
minute programme was not cut 
immediately but was presented 
in full. 

Mr. Shahzadeh said that the 
first reaction camel from JTV 
staff who were monitoring the 
broadcast and was followed by 
the public who voiced their 
objection to the broadcasting 
of such a programme. 


among workers, and die role of 
the civil defence department in 
coordinating rescue and relief 
operations in times of catas- 
trophes will be covered. 

According to the statement, 
the working papers will depict 
the role of the interior ministry 
in matters related to the role of 
provincial governors and other 
ministries in dealing with mat- 
ters related to environmental 
pollution and in providing 
basic requirements to fight oft 
pollution in general as well as 
advising the public on matters 
relared to the use of pesticides 
in controlling imported food 
stuff at the seaport of Aqaba 
and Jordanian airports. 


Princess 
Badi’a 
opens 
hospital 
in Irbid 


TRBID (Petra) — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Badi'a Mon- 
day opened in Irbid the Prin- 
cess Badi'a Educational Hos- 
pital which will contribute to 
improving medical services in 
the Irbid govemorate. 

Princess Badi'a, who was 
accompanied by Health Minis- 
ter Abdul Rahim Malhas and 
several officials inspected the 
hospital's various sections and 
was familiarised with its equip- 
ment which will enable it to 
offer better health services to 
citizens in the govemorate. 

The princess was briefed by 
director general of the Irbid 
Health Department Abdul 
Hafiz Al Momani on the 
medical services offered by the, 
hospital to citizens and plans to 
develop it and improve its ser- 
vices. Dr. Momani said there 
were plans to annex a neigh- 
bouring building to the hospit- 
al to expand it. 

Hospital director Farouq Al 
Hmoud delivered an address in 
which he thanked Princess 
Badi'a for inaugurating the 
hospital and stressed that the 
hospital will play a disting- 
uished role in serving the edu- 
cational medical process in Jor- 
dan in cooperation with the 
Faculty of Medicine at the Jor- 
dan University of Science and 
Technology (JUST). 

Dr. Hmoud also stressed the 
keenness of the hospital’s staff 
to improve the level of medical 
researches in the govemorate, 
pointing out that the first 
national conference on de- 
veloping Jordanian hospitals 
will be hosted by the hospital ' 


Jubilee School — creativity in teaching 


By lea Wahbeh 

' Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — In keeping with 
the belief that the teacher is 
the most important single fac- 
tor in making success of the 
teaching process, the Jubileee 
School for gifted students is 
holding an eight-day workshop 
under the supervision of 
American education consul- 
tant Charles Eilber. 

Former founding director of 
North Carolina School of Sci- 
ence and Mathematics, the 
first state-sponsored, residen- 
tial school in the U.S. and “in 
the world for gifted, talented 
students,” Mr. Eilber is steer- 
ing the workshop, for teachers 
from the Jubilee School itself 
and from UNRWA, military. 
Salt pioneer centre and public 
schools of the Ministry of 
Education. 

Operational since Septem- 
ber 1993, only four months 
into the scholastic year, the 
school “is already a model and 
a training centre which shares 
training opportunities,” 
according to Mr. Eilber. 

The workshop, as the entire 
creed of the school, holds it 
that students have to get away 
from rote memorisation and 
teachers should be helped “de- 
velop ways of having students 
think more broadly white using 
interdisciplinary methods." 

Putting his experience with 
the N. Carolina school into 
practice, Mr. Eilber seems ea- 
ger to help teachers “develop 
good ways for students to ask 
questions, learn to expand on 
the topic we are talking ab- 
out” 

The school, according to its- 
director. Dr. Fathi Jarwan, is 
striving to keep a delicate ba- 
lance between traditional and 
modem, between old precepts 
and modem teachniques of 
teaching. 

The school still teaches 
according to the Ministry of 


Education curricula, but has 
“modified and developed them 
to satisfy the needs of gifted 
students.” 

The Jubilee School believes 
that “gifted and talented stu- 
dents represent a national 
wealth which is vital for the 
future, security and prosperity 
of our Jordanian society and if 
these special abilities are not 
identified, nurtured and de- 
veloped during the primary 
and secondary scholastic year, 
the community will lose the 
primary source of its progress 
and prosperity." 

Students are selected 
according to certain criteria 
and in different stages. The 
criteria include school achieve- 
ment over the last five semes- 
ters, behavioural characteris- 
tics. general mental ability, 
essay writing and personal in- 
terview. 

The stages include recruit- 
ment, applications and 
nominations, testing, data 
synthesis, selection of- semi- 
finalists, interview, selection of 
finalists and alternates and 
appealing, which gives stu- 
dents that had not been chosen 
the chance to appeal. 

Eighty-nine students have 
been selected for this scholastic 
year. The school resisted the 
idea of giving equal shares to 
girls and boys, deciding instead 
to go for the test results. The 
end result was 51 boys and 38 
girls admitted. 

*‘We try to be objective, to 
accept students based only on 
their academic performance, 
regardless of the geographic 
factor, of gender, of the public 
or private authority,” said Dr. 
Jarwan, mentioning that future 
projects include accepting stu- 
dents from the provinces once 
the new building (by the Jor- 
dan University) is built and 
accommodation can be pro- 
vided to the pupils. 

The full capacity of the 
school is 360 to 400 places. The 





Charles Eilber holding a workshop on teaching gifted students 
(photo by Rana Hussein!) 


scholarship programme is, 
according to Dr. Jarwan, one 
way to be fair to students who 
are from deprived communi- 
ties. 

The scholarships are raised 
by parents, national and inter- 
national institutions and pri- 
vate individuals. 

The selection process starts 
in the eighth grade. This year’s 
students were selected from a 
population of around forty 
thousand eighth graders reg- 
istered in the Greater Amman 
area. 

As challenging as having to 
adjust to the new academic and 
social realities is, the school 
“creates a democratic educa- 
tion environment where every- 
body is respected for himself, 
as a human being, and where 
students from different econo- 
mic backgrounds complete with 
themselves first and with the 
others,” for excellence, said 
Dr. Jarwan. 

To match this “community 
of scholars,” as the director 
proudly calls it, a careful selec- 
tion process is carried out for 
picking teachers that have to 
be “flexible, open-minded and 
ready to change” and have to 
be able to earn the respect of 
students with high IQs and 
inquisitive minds. 

“We are doing a major 
surgery to the whole education 


system, to the instructional, 
evaluation and assessment 
teachnique and curricula. If 
the education reform has to 
progress, they should start with 
teachers, then the administra- 
tors,” said Dr. Jarwan, a man 
of many years of experience in 
teaching in Jordan and abroad. 

An assessment of the 
school’s performance is still 
early. One thing that the direc- 
tor sees different in his school 
from others he worked in be- 
fore, is that “students come 
back to school during holidays 
and at night. They like to work 
and once involved, it is difficult 
to remove them from what 
they are doing.” 

If teachers were delegated 
abroad to specialise is the field 
of gifted education and be abte 
to cope with their chaiges, 
parents might find themselves 
in a fix when faced with extra 
fcnart kids. 

In order to help parents cope 
with their prodigious progenies 
the school provides them with 
counselling. After all, children 
know already what they want 
and have strong motivation to 
be in this school. 

In a few years’ time, when 
they will have been armed with 
an independent mechanism of 
thinking and working, these 
teens are indeed going to be an 
asset to their society. 





- i \ •, : : i 


gfiion & Analysis 


JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY, JANUARY 4, 1994 





'dan Times 


•■■,•« jl , (...MnNiil in I nfirni h* ith )"r»Un P*v» 
I .i.Mnlta.l I**’ 1 


Chairman »f I he Board of Directors: 

MAHMOUD Ai. KAYKD 


Director (General: 
MOHAMMAD A MAI) 


KdSlor-in-Chief: 

r.y.oRCE s. h.awatmkh 


EutUin.il -srtJ .uherttsing ■ 'fln/cv 
jerdan !’rev» Foundation. 

lni*ersit« Road. P.O. Box 6710. Amman. Jordan. 
icicphi >nvs (»6”I7| 6. 670141-4 
Tdc\. 21497 ALRAI JO 

hiiCMfili ■V 696183 

77ji.- JtuJ.in Time \ />• published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are mailable from the 
Jordan Time'' .id* erasing deparfment. 


c island in Gulf 


SOME ARAB Gulf countries still think that Jordan's 
quest for Arab reconciliation and unity of ranks is 
propelled by the Kingdom's need of economic aid and 
financial assistance. For this reason, it seems, the leaders 
of those countries demand that Jordan apologise for the 
stand it took during the Gulf war. Jordan, meanwhile, 
does not dismiss that it has direct national interests to 
reconcile with the Gulf countries. But Jordan reminds its 
Arab broth* xs that it took the stand it did in 1990 fully 
aware that it was the only principled and sound position 
v?e could take. Now, three and a half years after the 
eruption of the crisis, Jordan has been vindicated for 
tailing that stance. Notwithstanding the Iraqi lead* 
ership’s blunder of occupying Kuwait, which Jordan 
rejected totally, what followed was a Mow to the nation, 
to those who allied themselves a gainst Iraq and to those 
who failed to convince the others of the soundness of an 
Arab resolution to the conflict, Jordan, the Palestinians 
end 'semen included. But while the Palestinians continue 
fc grapple with a formidable enemy — Israel — and 
Yemen with its eternal enemies — tribalism and internal 
divisions — Jordan continues to build and progress 
darsSte zl\ the difficulties and without any assistance 
from --Jr rich brothers in the Gulf. 


!tixr.Y>hr.; Saudi Arabia, the Arab leader of the 
nte- iorji a»:ance led by the U.S. which opted for a 
mUstary, non-Arab solution to the conflict in the Gulf, is 
at lost feeli-tg foe pinch of paying for the cost of the war. 
V/?:at Jrriar. sought at the outset of the crisis between 
itoail cr,:’ Iraq was an Arab solution to the problem. 
K zi -hat oplfca won the day then, the Arabs would have 
spared mast of the cost of that war, both on the 
pzlllzzz) economic levels. 


At cite moment, the nation stands to lose even more 
feasasse neither of Its components, whether Saudi Ara- 
bia, Egypt or Syria, will measure op on its own to the 
aon-.Arcb powers in the region. Iran, Israel and 
Turkey. Only through their collective strength could the 
Arab countries be able to protect their interests in the 
Gulf, the Mediterranean or Palestine. 


Bui £©• aii Arab countries of the Gulf interpret 
Jcrdcn’s stead in 1990 and 1991 in strictly negative 
terms. Take, for example, the model that Qatar is trying 
Ic sei "s; u;e members of the Gulf Cooperation Council, 
save for Oman and maybe also the United Arab Emirates 
iUAS>. Qatar has taken the initiative to dose Arab ranks 
y.v soi-.g as far as mending fences with Iraq itself. 
Although the Qatari foreign minister. Sheikh Hamad 
Sen icssem Al Thani, who ended a visit to Jordan 
Sunday, sacs Arab reconciliation as in need of “time and 
*.v ill Lake place in stages before Arabs can sit down at one 
again cna start a frank dialogue,” his and ins 
cc' iCry s courage might set the example for the others to 


Jordan, Yemen and the United Arab Emirates 
tciasy not the strongest nor the richest Arab 


7l2Li+ lylTi til icast they see salvation in unity, and 


PnmSS COMMENTARIES 


YC5MM3NT1NG ON King Hussein's speech to a group of 
s.Tior army officers two days ago Al Dnstour daily newspaper 
sa:L ihii there is no alternative to dose Palestinian-Jordanian 
.’?CT:’iiKt:on in the course of working together to attain the 
:iiL:.rec peace. Jordanians and Palestinians are brothers with 
<aw.e goats, having lived together for decades and having 
:c j:l>cr pursued serious efforts towards regaining usurped 
A rub righii and lands, especially the Holy City of Jerusalem, 
"Wj the paper. For its art. Jordan has been totally committed 
to ;. comprehensive settlement and has been working hard to 
bach c.I the PLO at all levels in the international arena, 
continued the paper. Therefore, close coordination efforts are 
tl*.r cr.fv solution at this stage and before the two sides can take 
f Yri!:er steps in this respect, it added. The two sides, suggested 
the "Jper. should now transcend the nice courtesy talk and 
reeve on by tackling practical steps towards charting a new' 
formula for .heir bilateral relationship in the future. Priorities 
con:*? «”:st in the joint efforts and solidarity should characterise 
th.: ret .lonship between the two sides as they approach the 
criiiji-i siage i:i their dealings with the Israelis, it added. The 
paper s=id that the Jordanians and Palestinians should work 
out c torr.i-ia that would save the Jordanian and Palestinian 
people further sufferings and that the Palestinian-Jordanian 
interests con be protected. 


A WRITER in Ai Ra’i discussed the visit to Jordan by Qatar's 
Foreign Minister Sheikh Jassem AI Thani bv describing it as a 
loner: in trio Jordanian-Qafari relations and a very positive 

elcxc i in advancing Gulf Arab state's relations* with Jordan. 
NL\hm -.vd Rimawi said the visit bears an indication that the 
;u:.uc> cf U’-‘ two countries are determined to pursue effort 
for ?>; inter-Arab differences, said the writer. Qatar has 
su.:c:.‘d:; in its efforts within the Gulf states to dedicate its 
cf-v.'-. , ; ?cd at maintaining good relations with other Arab 
coujjsrie.. .nd has succeeded in charting its own independent 
polices n he Arab World benefitting from the lessons of the 
pasi. said F imav-i. He said Qatar hopes that bilateal contacts 
and Fjrci . efforts riot only improve its own relations with the 
other Ary - eountriers but also to bring about better relations 
;'n the oiler Arab states themselves. For its part, and in 
response t: Qatar’s mediation efforts. Jordan has dearly 
J ■••virtU it: readiness to meet the other Arab countries half 
way. “ — .:v.vi continued. The writer said one can only pay 


inoutc ‘i. 


minister's endeavours at the political level. 
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The courage to 
build and reform 




By Akram A. Baker 


must have the respect for hu- 
man rights drilled into them. 
An important question is 
where our future police cadets 
are to be trained. I do not 
believe that Israel or the Arab 
states should instruct our 
police. A better alternative 
would be the European coun- 
tries. and especially Scandina- 
vian nations. 
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When you appease fascism 


HAMBURG - The agree : 
ment signed Sept. 13 between 
Yasser Arafat, the PLO chair- 
man, and Prime Minister iit- 
zhak Rabin of Israel signaled 
the beginning of a new era 
between two peoples, two dire 
enemies. Much has been said 
and written about whether the 
agreement will succeed or 
whether it will collapse like a 
house of cards in a strong 
wind. Looking at the recent 
violence, it would appear yet 
again that any attempt at 
peacemaking in the volatile 
Middle East is destined to fail. 

But I do not believe that the 
level of violence in the occu- 
pied territories is the true baro- 
meter of success or failure. 
What we must be looking for is 
what the Palestinians them- 
selves are doing to build their 
state. . 

In itself, the declaration of 
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principle signed in Washington 
is neither liberation, as some 


By Anthony Lewis 


BOSTON — A spectre is 
haunting Europe — the spectre 
of extreme nationalism. When 
it appeared two years ago. in 
Serbia, the United States and 
Western Europe decided not 
to treat it as a serious threat. 
They followed a policy of 
appeasement, a wheedling di- 
plomacy that rewarded Serbian 
aggression. 

Now the spectre is before us 
in a form not so easy to ignore: 
the strong showing in the Rus- 
sian legislative elections of the 
party headed by Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky. He campaigned 
as an extreme nationalist and 
anti-Semite, calling for restora- 
tion of the Russian empire and 
the use of nuclear weapons if 
needed. 

Menacing as Mr. Zhirinovs- 
ky is. the instinctive reaction in 
the West has again been to 
dismiss the threat. President 
Bill Clinton said the support 
for him was “primarily a pro- 
test vote" by people who did 
not know what they were vot- 
ing for. Some commentators 
said America should not digni- 
ty him by taking him seriously. 

How little hisrory means to 
Americans. If they had more 
sense of the past. 'they would 
not so easily wish away Mr. 
Zhirinovsky or the phe- 
nomenon that he represents, 
extreme nationalism. 

People did not take Mussoli- 
ni seriously at first, or even' 
Hitler. Underneath all the* 


foaming rhetoric. Hitler was 
just a siiiv little man. wasn’t 
he? And besides, the Germans 
were a cultured people who 
would never let him carry out 
his barbaric threats. 

Mr. Zhirinovsky and his par- 
ty are not something to be 
ignored or wished away. Their 
electoral triumph is the most 
dangerous development in 
Europe in a long time. On 
even the most cautious view of 
the implications, it overturns 
some basic premises of western 
foreign policy: 

— The Clinton administra- 
tion. single-minded in its sup- 
port of President Boris Yeltsin, 
encouraged him in his decision 
to confront and finally dismiss 
the old parliament. The legisla- 
tors with whom he now must 
deal will be far worse. 

— Even with the great pres- 
idential power m his new con- 
stitution. Mr. Yeltsin will have 
a hard time holding to a policy 
of close cooperation with the 
United States. He will have to 
make gestures to the ultrana- 
tionalist mood. The American 
vision of a Partnership for 
Peace is as good as dead. 

— The administration, right- 
ly concerned about nuclear 
proliferation, has focused on 
persuading Ukraine to give up 
the nuclear weapons it inher- 
ited from the Soviet Union. 
Given Mr. Zhirinovsky's 
threats, can anyone believe 
that Ukraine will do so now? 

— The administration has 
promised President Yeltsin 


major financial support for his 
economic reform effort. After 
Mr. Zhirinovsky’s election 
showing, will Congress vote 
that aid? 

History — the history of the 
1930s — is all too relevant in 
another way. It shows how 
extreme nationalism can start 
in one country and then spread 
its evil when democracies fail 
to resist. 


“Menacing as Mr. 
Zhirinovsky is, the 
distinctive reaction 
in the West has 
again been to dis- 
miss the threat. Mr. 
Zhirinovsky and his 
party are not some- 
thing to be ignored 
or wished away. 
Their electoral 
triumph is the most 
dangerous develop- 
ment in Europe in a 
long time. 9 ' 


Mussolini's Fascist- Italy 
seized Ethiopia in 1935. The' 
world dithered: Britain and 
France did nothing to resist. 
That capitulation encouraged 
Hitler to begin his aggression. 

When Hitler demanded dis- 
memberment of Czechoslova- 
kia in 1938. Britain and France 
gave way at Munich. Prime 


‘Velvet divorce’ brought gain 


to Czechs, pain to Slovaks 


By Berad Debusmann 
Reuter 


PRAGUE — A year after 
Czechoslovakia split into two. 
the Czech Republic's star is 
shining brightly while Slova- 
kia's is flickering and faltering. 

The former partners in the 
Czechoslovak federation share 
one remarkable achievement: 
They avoided the strife and 
bloodshed that engulfed many 
of the new republics that 
emerged from the collapse of 
the Soviet empire. 

“Apart from that, the two 
states are a study in contrasts." 
said a European ambassador 
who monitors both. “The 
Cicchs arc doing well, the Slo- 
vaks are in a mess." 

Such views are widely shared 
in the interofitiooaJ financial 
community, which has given 
high marks to the free market 
reforms and conservative poli- 
cies of Czech Prime Minister 
Vaclav Klaus. 

The Czech Republic has be- 
come the only country in the 
former Warsaw Pact to receive 
a good credit rating from 
Moody's, an international 
agency that assesses credit risk. 

"The Czech Republic has 
the best development potential 
of all countries in Eastern 
Europe.” said a report by Ger- 
many's Deutsche Bank. 

“The Czech Republic is on 
the right track." echoed Hans 
Tictmeyer. president of Ger- 
many’s Central Bank. 

Czech economic achieve- 
ments — reflected by rapid 
privatisation, low unemploy- 
ment and a stable currency — 
have been underpinned by 
political stability. 

The government enjoys wide 
support from a population 
which admires Mr. Klaus's 
style of ji,ip •••i- - r 

hardship as a consequence of 
economic reform. 

An opinion poll showed that 
52 per cent of Czechs wanted 
to he led "with a firm hand.** 
According to another survey, 
three out of f ^ur Czechs accept 
uncmpli ment as a price for 
economic transformation. 

This combines with domestic 
tranquillity unusual in Eastern 
Europe. 


In contrast to the Czech Re- 
public's stability. Slovakia has 
stumbled from one political 
crisis to another. 

Since Czechoslovakia was 
replaced by two separate states 
on January 1 . the government 
of Prime Minister Vladimir 
Mecrar has been shaken by a- 
series of dismissals, resigna- 
tions. defections and policy 
disputes. 

Independent Slovakia is on 
its third economy minister and 
its second foreign minister. 

There has been no minister 
of privatisation, an important 
job in a country in transition, 
since Lubomir Dolgox resigned 
in June saying the government 
did not support free market 
reforms. 


Political opponents and fore- 
ign diplomats blame the tur- 
moil mostly on Mr. Meciar. a 
pugnacious ex-boxcr whose 
popularity has fallen to less 
than 20 per cent from 60 at the 
height of the 1992 campaign 
for Slovak independence which 
led to partition. 

Mr. Medars domestic and 
foreign critics accuse him of 
being insensitive to the rights 
of Slovakia's gypsy and Hunga- 
rian minorities and of provok- 
ing disputes with neighbouring 
Hungary. 

Less 'than a month before 
the first anniversary of the 
Czechoslovak split. Slovakia's 
600.000-strong Hungarian 
minority began campaigning 
for self-rule, a potentially explo- 
sive demand in an area where 
Hunganan-Slovak coexistence 
is always uneasy. 

“It is necessary to establish a 
sort of self-government and a 
special province with special 
rights and self-administra- 
tion.'' said an open letter in an 
Hungarian-Ianguagc news- 
paper signed by 100 mayors of 
towns and villages in southern 
Slovakia. 


“Slovakia is in a vicious cir- 
cle." said Frantisek Sebej. 
head of the M.E.S.A. Consult- 
ing Agency. "The more it is 
perceived as unstable, the less 
foreign investment it gets. 
That, in turn, slows economic 
transformation which we need 
to create jobs. Unemployment 


fuels discontent, and so on..." 

Slovak unemployment is 15 
per cent, more than three 
times that of the Czech Repub- 
lic. at less than four per cent 
one of the lowest in the world. 

The Organisation for Econo- 
mic Cooperation and Develop- 
ment I OECD) forecasts Slo- 
vak unemployment will rise to 
18 per cent* by 1995. compared 
with eight per cent for ihc 
Czech Republic. 

The OECD recording a five 
per cent drop in Slovak gross 
domestic product in 1993, com- 
pared with zero growth in the 
Czech Republic. The organisa- 
tion forecast Czech GDP to 
grow by two per cent in 1994 
and five per cent in 1995. Slo- 
vak GDP in 1994 is forecast at 
zero, nsing to two per cent in 
1995. 

Slovaks point out that their 
country had an unfavourable 
starting position when 
Czechoslovakia broke apart. 

The smaller and less adv- 
anced partner in the federa- 
tion. it began life as an indepe- 
ndent country with an economy 
dependent on outmoded heavy 
engineering and arms factories 
whose traditional Warsaw Pact 
markets had disappeared. 

Once cut off from Pngpe. 
Slovakia had to build its oxen 
government infrastructure 
from scratch, from a diploma- 
tic service to government pub- 
lic relations offices. 

They appear to have failed 
spectacularly to persuade fore- 
igner! of the advantages of 
investing in Slovakia. 

These art largely the same 
as in the Czech Republic: A 
tow-cost, skilled labour force, 
weak trade unions and proxim- 
ity to markets. 

Before Czechoslovakia 
ceased to exist after 74 years as 
a relatively successful stale, 
optimists hoped that "velvet 
divorce" would be followed by 
an unusually dose relationship 
between the former partners. 

That idea collapsed along 
with a monetary union that fell 
apart after four short weeks. 

But a year ago not even the 
pessimists predicted that the 
gulf between the two new re- 
publics would grow so big so 
quickly. 


Minister Neville Chamberlain 
said Britain had no interest in 
"a quarrel in a faraway countiy 
between people of whom we 
know nothing." Next came the 
attack on Poland, and World 
War II. 

To recall that history is to 
realise the deadly parallel with 
recent events. For again we 
have seen what happens when 
a fascist takes power: this time 
Slobodan Milosevic in Serbia. 
Using nationalist demagogy, 
he led Serbs to military aggres- 
sion and genocide. And again 
the West failed to resist. 

“Why should we care what 
happens in the Balkans?" 
Many Americans have asked 
that during the last two years, 
as Bosnia was dismembered. 
Can there be any doubt about 
the answer now? 

In these two years we have 
seen the rise of neofascist 
gangs in Germany and the near 
victory of neofascist candidates 
in Italian municipal elections. 
West European societies are 
strong enough to deal with 
those threats, we believe. But 
Russia? 

The spectre could and 
should have been dispelled in 
Serbia. A firm western policy 
— the policy that Margaret 
Thatcher would have followed 
if she had been in office — 
would have stopped Mr. 
Milosevic, and discouraged the 
spread of nationalist extrem- 
ism that now confronts us with 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky — The 
New York Times. 


would argue, nor sellout, as 
the opposition (both Palesti- 
nian and Israeli) would have us 
believe. What it is depends on 
what the Palestinian people 
and leadership make of it. 

If the Palestinian national 
movement, as embodied by the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion, is able to transform itself 
from a liberation movement 
into an efficient representative 
government, it will bring salva- 
tion. If not. it will lead to 
disaster. 

The Palestinian people have 
suffered and sacrificed too 
much to settle for a flag, a 
oassoort and a soccer team. 


Second, economic planning 
must move out of first gear 
(where we are now) and onto 
practical issues. Regardless of 
what economic system we ulti- 
mately choose, some things 
can be done immediately, such 
as ending the self-destructive 
and self-defeating commercial 
strikes. The local economy 
needs to be nurtured, not burded. 
A national economy, en- 
compassing all sectors and 
walks of life, sbould be built 
from the bottom up, on solid 
foundations. Small industries, 
foreign investment, an open 
market, and self-reliance 
should be the buzzwords of 
today. Corruption needs to be 
ruthlessly uprooted. Indepen- 
dent monitors and auditors 
should be brought in to over- 
see all spending. This is neces- 
sary if we are to regain the 
people's confidence in the 
financial policies of their 
leaders. 

All of this does not excuse 
the Israelis of their responsibi- 
lities either. There must be no 
hunting of “wanted" Palesti- 
nians by the Israeli military. We 
need more goodwill and fewer 
funerals. A full pardon of all 
people convicted of crimes or 
acts of political violence com- 
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what they need and deserve is 
a state that will protect their 


milled during the occupation 
would reduce the level of strife 


legitimate political, civil, hu- 
man and social rights; a state 
based on equality, pluralism, 
the rule of law and secularism. 

What should be done to 
achieve this goal? There are 
some basic steps which should 
be taken regardless of where 
the negotiating process hap- 
pens to stand at the moment. 

First. Palestinian national in- 
stitutions — for education, 
health care and national insur- 
ance. to name a few — must be 
established and developed. 
Corrupt and unwieldy institu- 
tions and organisations (which 
art' rampant in the occupied 
territories and in the Palesti r 
nian diaspora), must be re- 
formed 'tfr shut down. 

The PLO itself is in great 
need of serious reforms. 

Political cadres, civil ser- 
vants and bureaucrats must be 
trained. The security forces 


immediately. If we are to turn 
a page in history, we need to 
forgive, if not forget. 

Mr. Arafat wjU need ~more 
courage to reform the Palesti- 
nian national movement, and 
himself, than he showed in 
offering his hand to his Israeli 
enemy that fine autumn day in 
Washington. But f feel opti- 
mistic. There are highly cap- 
able. competent and efficient 
minds among the Palestinian 
people, both within and out- 
side the PLO, who can propel 
this horrific conflict out of the 
darkness and into the light of the 
future. 
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The writer, a former adviser to 
Faisal Husseini. who headed 
the Palestinian peace talks de- 
legation, is currently studying 
in Hamburg. This article is 
reprinted from the Internation- 
al Herald Tribune. 


Bosnia’s year of 
disintegration 
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By Helen Despk-Popovic 
Agence France Presse 


SARAJEVO — Hopes that 
Bosnia-Herzcgoyina could be 
saved as a multi-ethnic nation 
collapsed this year when inter- 
national negotiators, con- 
fronted with the results of 20 
months of ethnic warfare, gave 
in to demands the republic be 
divided into Serb. Muslim and 
Croat mini-states. 

Peace initiatives and cease- 
fires came and went, and with 
talks stalled at the end of a 
year marked by the breakdown 
of the Croat-Muslim alliance 
against the Serbs and the 
appearance of divisions among 
each of the warring communi- 
ties. the international com- 
munity was showing increasing 
signs of wishing to wash its 
hands of the problem. 

The latest plan to dale, pro- 
visionally accepted in late July 
by the Bosnian government, 
provided for the division of 
Bosnia into three mini-states, 
with the Muslims — and a 30 
per cent population of non- 
Muslims — locked into a cen- 
tral strip running north to 
south loosely linked to pockets 
in the cast and northwest. 

The plan broke down over 
the Serb refusal to concede a 
further 3 to 4 per cent more 
territory demanded by the 
Bosnian government. Subsc- 


One effect of the plan had 
been the defection of Bosnia's 
Croats from the government 
alliance as they fought with 
Muslims to secure more terri- 
tory prior to the division of the 
republic envisaged by the plan. 

Over the summer the well- 
organised Bosnian army strung 
together a series of military 
victories against Croat forces, 
and some Muslim leaders be- 
gan to demand the creation of 
a formal Islamic state, causing 
concern both to secular Mus- 
lims and to Serbs and Croats 
loyal to the government. 

In October a demand for 
autonomy by the maverick 
leader of the Bihac pocket of 
northwestern Bosnia. Fikrer 
Abdic. led to the spectacle of 
Muslim fighting Muslim in a 
civil war within the war. 

Serb leader Radovan Karad- 
zic faced dissidence of his own 
in September as troops in the 
Banja Luka stronghold muti- 


of their patrons in Belgrade 
and Zagreb. 

As Wcimar-style inflation, 
fueled by international sanc- 
tions, brought the Serbian eco- 
nomy to a standstill. President 
Slobodan Milosevic sought 
vainly to force his Bosnian 
proxies to an agreement in 
Geneva. 

Campaigning in legislative 
elections scheduled in Serbia 
on Dec. 19. Mr. Milosevic 


nied in protest against the pri- 
vileges of their chiefs, while 
the Croatian authorities in 
Zagreb sent a senior officer. 
General Ante Rosso, to im- 
pose order on the Croat de- 
fence forces, one of whose 
leaders. Ivica Raic, had prop- 
osed to join in the Serb bom- 
bardment of Sarajevo. 

The Bosnian government 
cracked down on local war- 
lords in their own territory, but 
Serb and Croat forces escaped 
.increasingly from the ’ control 


found himself outflanked for 
the nationalist vote by the 
quasi fascist Vojislav Seselj 
and the paramilitary* leader 
Zcljko Raznjatovic known as 
Arkan. 

In Croatia, the U.N. Protec- 
tion Force (UN PRO FOR) 
proved unable to prevent con- 
tinuing low-level clashes be- 
tween Croatian forces and 
separatist Serbs, and had dot 
yet begun to permit Croatian* 
to return to their abandoned 
homes in Serb-controlled areas. 
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fluently the Serbs demanded 
the division of Sarajevo into 
"twin cities.** 


as required under the J anuar y 
1992^ Vance plan. __ 


The UNPROFOR chief in 
Bosnia General Philippe 
Mon I Ion became briefly popu- 
lar in Bosnia when his personal 
intervention brought relief to 
the eastern enclave of Srebre- 
nica. 

But U.N. and relief person- 
nel were hamsrrung by a man- 
date which required them to 
Keep Bosnians fed without 
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Hopes o.* r. settlement were 
raised during r«Iks in Athens tn 
May with the a<r-ptance of the 
Vancc-Owen plan — named 
after United Nations and 
European Community 
mediators Cyrus Vance and 
Lord Owen — by all three 
sides. Owen was moved to 
declare a "bright new day in 
the Balkans." 

Two weeks later the plan 
was wrecked when Bosnia's 
Serbs voted overwhelmingly in 
a referendum not to give up 
the territory they were re- 
quired to concede under the 
plan. Mr. Vance resigned, giv- 
ing way to Norwegian diplomat 
Thotvald Stoltcnbcrg. 


LETTERS 

Light for life 


To the Editor: 
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We cannot live without -Urtv eas,cr and morc pleasant, 
completely dependent 0n ^ ty an y*nore as our lives are 


Thorvakl Sloltcni 


Eyad Amin, 

8th grade, 
Jubieha School, 
Amman. 
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nts warrant coordination 1 


(Continued 

u a,, : tor coordina* 

fl and cooperation have boiled 
a,, to opening banks, but the 
iih is that it is the only thing that 
njan and brad would agree on/* 
M We do not want to crowd all 
• strategic issues between us and 
» psJesnhians into the eye of the 
'jjc —.banking. U is not fair." 
■ "saitt. - 

He sai'cLthe rush over the initiail- 
1 of the Jofdaman-Israeli bank- 
} aereetheni *gave the impress- 
, ihat lorfan was only interested 
the «bSbtnic issue." 
gut whitejordan was protecting 

interests!^ stressing the need to 
ordinate' 1 with Palestinians, the 
jig was-inot unaware of the 
j e^in iaa sensitivity over getting 
earthing tangible that would 
dicau: ifiat (he rLO-Israel agree* 
ent wdukfi culminate in a Palcsti- 
an stale/*/' 

-The Palestinians, however, had 
4n rtinng J tangibie in the econo- 
ic agreement (with Jordan) that 
as shelved because you want to 
jn aftn-i symbol 0/ sovereignty, 

e central monetary Authority/* 
T , Anain said. 

-Jordan was asked to wait for 
^cstiaians to arrive at an agree- 
ment with Israel over something 
Is possibility of which happening 
js vety low/' Dr. Anani added, 
gjjng whether this was a “trade- 
fi tfad Jordan should accept." 

He said that Jordan should not 
ave been made to involve itself. 
owtver ; indirectly, in the issue of 
3vcmgn*y identity when it 
■as not a problem with the Jorda- 
jans .but . an “Israeli-American 
joWem/r ' 

“To pass the buck 10 Jordan was 
very dever Israeli game and I am 
Kiy that some Palestinians fell for 
/ Dr. Anani said in reference to 
me reports by some Israeli offi- 
afa that Israel's rejection of giving 


from page 1 ) 

Palestinians a semblencc of author- 
tty over bridges and border points 
was because "Jordan rejects if." 

"The issue of borders is only a 
political issue that Israel has ex* 
ponded to encompass all issues 
including tariffs, customs, control, 
travellers, security, etc." Dr. Ana- 
ni said, asking “where docs one 
draw the line between the 
sovereignty that Palestinians want 
and the Israel which wants to 
alienate any issue of sovereignty." 

“The borders now encompass 
issues that cut across Jordanian 
interests including the one of trade 
between the two banks/* Dr. Ana- 
ni said adding that if the "Jorda- 
nians are to pay tariffs on their 
goods then Jordan would impose 
tariffs on goods coming in from the 
West Bank and whole thing would 
stop being considered internal 
trade as it is now.” 

He said that when Jordan asks 
for coordination on an issue like 
this one. it is trying to achieve 
"symmetry in movement between 
the two banks similar 10 the one 
that exists for Palestinians travell- 
ing between the occupied territor- 
ies and Israel.** 

**We want to move away from 
that asymmetry which makes it 
cheaper and easier to cross into 
Israel than to come to Jordan 
because it now works to the advan- 
tage of Israel — there is a built-in 
-bias." he said, adding that Israel is 
working to “perpetuate the status 
quo economically." 

In conclusion, Dr. Anani said 
that to Jordan it is clear “that this 
mess necessitates settling down 
and talking (between PLO and 
Jordan)/' But in response to a 
question on what Jordan intends to 
do if the coordination talks fail, he 
dismissed the possibility saying 
that Jordan "is not negotiating 
with an enemy but an ally." 


ordan, Egypt to revitalise panel 

(Continued from page I) 


teneed for doser Arab coor- 
ination in the peace process. 
Mr- Hassan also underlined 
le importance of economic 
operation as complementary 
t political cooperation in what 
ppeared to be a reference to 
ie joint committee, whose 
nndate includes setting up 
rint ventures and discussing 
•ade and other related issues. 
Mr. Musa described his talks 
ere as success and that the 
olitical aspect of his discus- 
ions covered the “past, pro- 
mt and -future of the 1 peace- 
recess."^’ . - 

Egypt has been trying to 
s arrow the differences be- 
wen Israel and the “FLO in 
heir negotiations to imple- 
ttent Palestinian autonomy as 
nvisaged in the Sept. 13 self- 
lie accord. Cairo has been 
osting the negotiations. 

Mr. Mnsa denied reports 
lat Egypt was pressuring the 
LO to accept Israeli propos- 
s and said that Cairo was only 
riding to help, the Palesti- 
ans whenever needed* and 
■fced to do so by the Palesti- 
ans. ” 

He said he was willing to 
sit Israel to break the dead- 
ck in the Israeli-PLO nego- 
itions, but added that what 
as more important than 
ediatioR was ‘‘the honest im- 
ementation of die (auton- 
ny) accord according to its 
xt which ’talks about with- 
rawri and talks about estab- 
ihing .a national Palestinian 


authority and other terms." 

Mr. Musa supported the 
PLO's stand that a document 
that was discussed during the 
Cairo talks with the Israelis did 
not represent an agreement 
but a set of Israeli proposals 
which were to be discussed by 
the leaderships of both sides. 

“There were more than one 
document and more than one 
paper,” Mr. Musa said; 
“These were supposed to be 
presented to both leaderships 
and they bad to give their 
views and decided to approve, 
^reject or amend." 

• He sakjfhere was “ro6m for 

flexibility and common 

ground," but said no definite 
date could be given for a re- 
sumption of the troubled nego- 
tiations. 

“I expect an improvement, 
but we are still feeing problems 
(necessitating) a delay of a 
short time," be said. 

Mr. Musa described as very 
important a Jan. 16 summit in 
Geneva between U.S. Presi- 
dent Biff Clinton and Syrian 
leader Hafez A1 Assad and 
said it could lead “to an im- 
provement in the Syrian-Israeli 
track" of peace talks. 

In the meantime, he said, 
“Israeli intransigence should 
not prevent Jordanian, Palesti- 
nian, Syrian and Lebanese de- 
legations to sit down to empha- 
sise the importance of con- 
tinuing the peace negotiations 
towards securing Arab in- 
terests." 


Israel, PLO spar 


(Continued from page 1) 


as been, said must' be re- 
,Vcted.’* he told journalists, 
police Minister Moshe Shah- 
I said: “there are some steps 
» tfie right- direction on the 
art of the PLO but its propos- 
ls are insufficient." 

In Cairo/Dr-. Shaath said his 
rganisation could ask Egypt 
5 “arbitrate" on the dispute. 
Egyptian- Foreign Minister 
iDir Musa sided with the PLO 
y saying that there was “more 
wn one document ... drawn 
P byTsrael and the PLO last 
'Mk in- Cairo. 

Dr. Shaath offered to re- 
“flteihe negotiations "on the 
^si$ of the discussions" last 
Vednesday in. the Egyptian 
apical, in a fax overnight to 
4r. Peres, his ministry said. 

Prime^ Minister- Rabin and 
to- Peres met to discuss Dr. 
■haaths offer bui there was no 
'ord oh when the negotiations 
feuld : resume: - 
Dr. Shaath accused Israel of 
■blackmail" and said the PLO 
vould not accept ultimatums. 
He said Israel was trying to 
iressure the,. Palestinians" by 
jausing the_PLO-of backing 
town on a deSI. Bufthe orga- 
Auaiion was still reudy to re- 
torn fe the negotiating table in 
Taha cm Tuesday, he said. 

‘If it's necessary, we are 
Wady to .ask 'Egypt to arbitrate 
. n ™ question m> thm we can 
l^-'iitify the ' party which is tail- 
to implement the declara- 
of -principles” signed in 
Washington on Sent.' 13. he 

wm....v3* • 

.. .^be^- wiLS no accord' in 
insisted, challenu- 
in ^ u ra«lJo -show any Palesti- 


nian si gnat 11 re on its docu- 
ment- "There were ideas on 
which we agreed. Bui it was 
onlv ideas and they have to he 
negotiated." 

In Oslo, an Israeli foreign 
ministry official and u PLO 
representative, both in Oslo lo 
receive a Norwegian honour, 
on Monday expressed hope 
that the negotiations would 
overcome the stalemate. 

”1 was in touch with occu- 
pied Jerusalem and there are 
vety intense contacts going on 
between the PLO and Israel 
and the involvement of oilier 
governments." Uri Savir. a 
director general with Israel's 
foreign niinist r\ . ’told a news 
cof? fere nee. 

"As la i' as we are concerned 
we remain committed, we have 
no doubt the same is trite for 
the Palestinians and we will 
find the wa\ .nul mean- to 
.renew the negotiations." he 
added. 

Mr. Savir and PLO officials 
Ahmad Qouria were on Mon- 
day awarded the Grand Cross 
of (he Royal Norwegian Order 
of Merit for their efforts to 
help sign the deal on self-rule. 

“According to the declara- 
tion of principles we still have 
time because the last day of the 
withdrawal from the Gaza 
Strip and Jericho is April 13. 
Mr. Oouria said. 

“I still believe. I'm optimis- 
tic. that we will reach agree- 
ment soon and that the imple- 
mentation will be in time." 

Mr. Savir and Mr. Oouna 
have held informal talks while 
in Oslo, but both declined to 
comment on their content. 


Where do human rights and economic development meet? 


THE CONTROVERSIAL link between economic, social and 
cultural rights as given expression in the International Cove- 
nant on Economic. Social and Cultural Rights (1CESCR) and 
the civil and political rights as portrayed in the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) continues in 
spite of the attempt to resolve the issue during the Vienna 
World Conference on Human Rights last June. The develop- 
ing countries pushed then for the submission that there can be 
no political democracy without first securing a minimum 
economic base. The western countries and western-oriented 
nations took up the opposite position by maintaining that 
there can be no economic development in the poor countries 
of the world without attaining a minimum level of democratic 
rule. The classic example offered by the former school of 
thought was that no nation can begin to guarantee fair trials 
without adequate resources- And what applies to the judicial 
branch of government, the supporters of this perspective 
contended, applies equally to other areas, including schools, 
hospitals and basic services which cut deep into basic human 
rights. The latter school of thought rebutted this assertion by 
pointing out that no state can be excused for practising torture, 
for example, simply because it is under-developed economi- 
cally. 

The issue was temporarily resolved at the Vienna meeting in 
favour of a middle course that upholds the organic link 


By Waleed Sadi 

between the two principal spheres of human-rights neverthe- 
less calling for the respect of basic human rights. As a matter 
of fact, both sides yielded somewhat to the logic of the other 
because both camps had legitimate explanations to back their 
seemingly contradictory points of view. 

In retrospect, there is now greater awareness and apprecia- 
tion of the proposition that some basic human rights indeed 
require economic development, such as education and medical 
service, while others do not, such as torture and ill treatment 
of prisoners or detainees. Accordingly, some basic human 

Human Rights File 

rights can indeed be respected and observed prior to achieving 
a certain minimum degree of economic development. In 
recognition of this submission, the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights of 1948 was split on purpose into two separate 
categories of human rights on the assumption thai civil and 
political rights are by and large attainable without a parallel 
and simultaneous economic development whereas economic, 
social and cultural rights indeed call for monetary investment 
before they can be honoured and implemented. 

The concern over the traditional conflicting submissions on 
the interrelation between the two sets of humar? rights does 


not in fact lie in their substance and worthiness. What is really 
troubling about them is the observation that they are often 
nvoked by many developing countries to justify lack of 
, iluralistic democracy within them. As the human righis record 
• >f the majority of these nations is so dismal, it ends up 
•weakening their otherwise strong arguments in favour of 
linking one major group of human rights with the other. Had 
the totalitarian or dictatorship governments been genuinely 
concerned about establishing a reasonable and fair connection 
between the two basic categories of human rights, they would 
have worked harder to improve their human rights situation. 
By exploiting their economic backwardness as an excuse for 
the perpetuation of their gross violation of human rights, the 
otherwise legitimate connection between economic and poli- 
tical rights becomes a suspect instead of receiving the respect 
and appreciation that it rightfully deserves. 

Meanwhile, the debate goes on between the haves and have 
nots on how to reconcile lack of economic development with 
non-implementation of human rights as reflected in the 
international norms and treaties. This confrontation is not 
likely to end till the poor nations of the world end up becoming 
more developed economically, something that may still take 
generations, and in the process lose whatever pretext they still 
claim to justify their systematic and gross violations of human 
rights. 


By Andrew Pollack 

CHIBA, Japan — Ten months 
after the United States virtual- 
ly abandoned a potentially 
powerful but extremely expen- 
sive approach to fighting can- 
cer, Japan is completing a huge 
construction project here to 
put the technique ro use. 

The procedure, known as 
heavy-ion treatment, involves 
bombarding cancer cells with 
ions of carbon, . neon and 
other elements whose elec- 
trons have been stripped off, 
leaving only the positively 
charged nuclei. 

Evidence suggests that such 
heavy ions can kill certain can- 
cer cells more effectively than 
the X-rays or cobalt gamma 
rays now commonly used in 
radiation therapy. Compared 
with X-rays or gamma rays, 
heavy ions concentrate more 
destructive energy directly on a 
tumor. 

For about two decades, re- 
searchers have been ex- 
perimenting with heavy-ion 
treatment, using accelerators 
built primarily for high-energy 
physics. The project under way 
in this Tokyo suburb, the 
Heavy-Ion Medical Accelera- 
tor in Chiba, or HIMAC. is the 
.first large accelerator in the 
world dedicated solely to riCn-A 
qer-treatment^ r • s 
jotrThe accelerator, which will 
begin treating patients J - in 
-March, cost about $300 million 
to build. It will require another 
$50 million a year to treat 
about 1,000 patients a year. 
The device occupies a space 
the size of two football fields 
and at its peak uses 25 mega- 
watts of electric power, the 
capacity needed to supply 


Japan pushes anti-cancer project 


opacity 
8,(100 homes. 

All this gargantuan equip- 
ment, power and expenditure 
will be harnessed to deliver 
beams lasting no more than 
one minute to a patient’s 
The typical course of 


therapy will require about 15 
to 18 treatments. 

The usual forms of radiation 
treatment, X-rays and gamma 
rays, Jose their energy gradual- 
ly as they pass through the 
body, damaging not only the 
tumor but also the nearby heal- 
thy tissue. Heavy ions, by con- 
trast, lose almost all their ener- 
gy at once, so the destructive 
force can be concentrated on 
the tumor, killing cancer cells 
more effectively and reducing 
harmful side effects. 

As a result, heavy ions are 
particularly useful for treating 
tumors in areas that can be 
severely damaged by radiation, 
such as the eye and spinal cord. 
Dr. Hiroshi Tsunemoto, direc- 
tor of charged-particle therapy 
-research at the National Insti- 
tute of Radiological Science s, 
which runs HIMAC, said it 
would be used for salivary 
gland and prostate cancers, 
which have proven resistant to. 
X-ray treatment. He also plans 
to use the accelerator to treat 
lung cancer detected at any 
early stage. 

The start-ujp of Japan’s 
accelerator follows the shut- 
down of/ She cote accelerator 
that had used for heavy- • 
ion treatment in the United 
States. The accelerator at the 
Lawrence Berkeley Labora- 
tory in Berkeley, California, 
was dosed in February after 
having treated about 400 pa- 
tients since the 1970s. 

For some kinds of cancer, 
heavy ions killed cancer cells in 
more than 60 per cent of the 
patients, a rate as much as 
twice as high as would be ex- 
pected from X-ray treatment, 
said Dr. Joseph R. Castro, 
-director of the heavy-ion trials 
at Lawrence Berkeley. Howev- 
er, be said, the data are not 
fully convincing because the 


number of patients was very 
small and there were do rando- 
mized trials to compare heavy- 
ion therapy: with other 

methods. 

“From the Berkeley experi- 
ence, all we can say is that we 
think it’s promising,” said Dr. 
Castro, wno is professor and 
vice chairman of radiation 
oncology at the University of 
California’s San Francisco 


Medical Centre. 

Caffeine and miscarriages 

A new study suggests that 
pregnant women who consume 
the amount of caffeine in one 
and a half to three cups of 
coffee a day may nearly double 
their risk of miscarriage. The 
New York Times reported. 

The researchers also linked 
high caffeine consumption — 


the equivalent of more than 
three cups of coffee a day — in 
the month before pregnancy 
with a similar risk of mis- 
carriage. said Dr. Claire fn- 
fente-Rivard of McGill Uni- 
versity in Montreal, the prim- 
ary author of the report. It was 
published in The Journal of the 
American Medical Associa- 
tion. 

The study also found that 


drinking the amount of caf- 
feine in more than three triples 
the risk of miscarriage. Dr. 
Infante- Rivard said. 

The researchers said the 
study supported the long- 
standing recommendation by 
the Food and Drug Adminis- 
tration, based largely on anim- 
al studies, that pregnant 
women curtail their caffeine 
consumption. Previous studies 
have reached different conclu- 
sions abour the possible dan- 
gers of caffeine for pregnant 
women — New York Tunes. 



Newspaper reveals talents of Chinese bodyguards 


BEUINC (AFP) — Abstaining 
from sex for 100 days, letting cars 
run over your head and hand-' 
ling state-of-the-art firearms — 
its all part of the job for Chi- 
na's elite bodyguards charged 
with protecting visiting digni- 
taries. 

Offering a rare insight into 
the work of the 200-member 
force, the Beijing Youth News 
in its weekend edition detailed 
their intensive training routine 
and the frustrations or dealing 
with foreign VIPs. 

Recruited from the ranks of 
China’s armed police force or 


directly from police academies, 
the chosen few are put through 
a rigorous training programme 
that includes an intensive 
course in the martial art of Qi 
Gone. 

Following the 100-day 
course — during which no sex- 
ual contact is allowed — the 


trainees are capable of per- 
forming such feats as drilling 
through housebricks with their 


fingers, pushing needles 
through wine glasses and let- 
ting cars drive over their 
heads, the newspaper said. 

So taken with their skills was 


Cressaty head of public 
affairs for Middle East 
Coca Cola 

Rafik J. Cressaty has been 
named external affairs mana- 
ger for rfte Middle East Divi- 
sion of the Coca-Cola Com- 
pany, according to an 
announcement by Sandy 
Allan, division president. 

“This is a time of 
tremendous opportunity for 
the Coca-Cola Company in 
the Middle East. Egyptian- 
born Mr. Cressaty brings uni- 
que skills and knowledge to 
this task and his contribution 
will be central to our 
strategies throughout the re- 
gion.” 

In addition to his previous 
jobs in Egypt as bottler op- 
erations manager and mana- 
ger of the region that in- 
cluded Egypt, Lebanon, Ye- 
men and Sudan, Mr. Cressaty 
has also worked for the Coca- 
Cola Company in Morocco, 

Greece and the company’s 
headquarters in Atlanta. 

Mr. Cressaty will be based 
in Windsor, U.K., which is 
headquarters for Coca-Cola 
Middle East operations in IS 



countries. 

“Growth in the Middle 
East is one of the Coca Cola 
Company's primary objec- 
tives, and in the coming 
months I shall be working 
closely with managers 
throughout the region to help 
achieve their objectives," 
Mr. Cressaty said. 

Mr. Cressaty has a mecha- 
nical engineering degree 
from Pratt Institute in New 
York City and is fluent in 
English, French and Arabic. 


one Romanian military attache 
posted in Beijing that he re- 
portedly invited three of their 
number to Bucharest to de- 
monstrate their techniques to 
Romanian bodyguards. 

Confident in their abilities, 
the bodyguards guarantee 100- 
per cent security for a visiting 
foreign head of state, “if 
necessary, I would sacrifice my 
life to. save. the person I was 
guarding,’’ one told the news- 

fewer than 10 per cent 
of the bodyguards are women, 
they appear to have made 
favourable impressions on 
their foreign charges. 

Empress Michiko of Japan, 
accompanying her husband 
Emperor Akihito on a state 
visit in October 1992, was so 
impressed by the diligence of 
the female bodyguard assigned 
to her — she insisted on 


accompanying the empress to 
the bathroom — that she ex- 
tended a personal invitation 
for her to visit Japan. 

The newspaper also high- 
lighted an incident during 
then-British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher's visit in 
1984. 

Following talks with Chinese 
leader Deng Xiaoping, Mrs. 
Thatcher was walking down 
the steps of the Great Hail of 
the People when she stumbled 
and was saved from a nasty fall 
by her Chinese bodyguard 
Deng Xiangquan — while Mrs. 
Thatcher’s own minders 
looked on. 

are not 

?nly attributes. fii 
the bodyguard assigned to 
>rbt 


Bering beauty pageant. 

Tneir male counterparts, on the 
other hand, can come 
across as somewhat over- 
zealous. 

During a walkabout by Jim- 
my Carter in Shanghai, a local 
resident who stepped forward 
to shake the former U.S. presi- 
dent's hand was knocked and 
pinned to the ground by sever- 
al bodyguards as he reached 
into his pocket for a letter 
welcoming Mr. carter to his 




Diligence and agility 
their only attributes. Bian Mei. 

ued 
ng h 

husband’s landmark 1989 visit, 
was also a finalist in the Miss 


Raisa Gorbachev during her 


luring a similar walkabout 
in the same city in November, 
a bodyguard assigned 10 Ger- 
man Chancellor Helmut Rold 
demonstrated his martial arts 
skills by deftly chopping offa 
bouquet of roses thrown By an 
admirer in the crowd. 

According to the newspaper, 
visiting American dignitaries 
have proved the most trouble- 


some as they make no pretence 
at hiding their lack of confi- 
dence in the Chinese security. 

Then-President Ronald 
Reagan offended his hosts by 
bringing a large personal secur- 
ity force for bis visit in 1984. 

During a visit by former 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker, American and Chinese 
security men almost came to 
hlows when one of Mr. Baker’s 
bodyguards insisted on sear- 
ching the kitchen in the Di- 
aoyutai State guesthouse. 

Yet despite the tensions, the 
Chinese protectors display a 
wry sense of humour. 

Asked by the newspaper if 
he was still up to the task, one 
overweight bodyguard of 20 
years experience said his 
weight problem was “not se-. 
nous. If Tm this size a bullet 
can't pass- through me and hit 
the official.” 
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Malaysia launches 


full-fledged Islamic 
financial system 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) — 
Malaysia Monday became the 
first country to have a fully 
fledged Islamic financial sys- 
tem with the launch of an 
interbank money-market that 
operates on an Islam- 
sanctioned profit-sharing con- 
cept. 

Nor Mohammad Yak cop. 
adviser to the central bank. 
Bank Negara, said predomi- 
nantly Muslim Malaysia was 
also the only country to have a 
Muslim financial system that 
ran parallel to the conventional 
banking system practised by 
the West. 

Many bankers, however, see 
the Muslim system as a sham to 
hide interest payments or 
“riba" which are forbidden 
under Islamic law. 

Mr. Nor said the launch cap- 
ped a year of planning by the 
central bank to work out the 
financial instruments. 

-'“The Islamic interbank 
money market operates on the 
basis of A1 Mudharabah or 
profit-sharing, which simply 
means that the provider of 
funds will earn a profit from his 
investments instead of being 
paid interest." he said. 

Bankers also began Monday 
to trade in short-term bankers' 
acceptance on a profit-sharing 
basis. 

The profit earned from the 
money lent would be shared 
between the provider and bor- 
rower on a ratio that could 


or 


range from 70:30, 80:20 
90:10 depending on the loan- 
period. he said. 

"The profit-sharing ratios 
will be liberalised by the cen- 
tral bank in due course when 
everybody is comfortable with 
the new system to allow the 
ratios to be negotiated be- 
tween the investing and receiv- 
ing institutions." he said. 

The other countries which 
have an Islamic banking sys- 
tem are Pakistan. Tran and 
Sudan, but they do not have 
the conventional banking sys- 
tem and an Islamic interbank 
money market facility. 

Indonesia, which has an Isla- 
mic banking system running 
alongside the conventional 
banking practices, also does, 
not have an interbank money 
market facility, Mr. Nor said. 

Bankers say the Malaysian 
development is a significant 
move that should be emulated 
by other Muslim countries to 
stem the large outflow of funds 
from Islamic countries to non- 
Islamic banks in the West. 

“It is an irony that some 
Islamic countries are borrow- 
ing substantially from non- 
Islamic institutions in the 
West. while other Islamic 
countries are depositing funds 
with them." said central bank 
governor Ja ffar Husse in. 

Islamic banking in Malaysia 
was pioneered by the country's 
sole Islamic bank. Bank Islam 
Malaysia BHD. 


Asian stocks begin year with a bang 


HONG KONG (R) — Asian 
markets started the year with a 
bang Monday. 

They were led by Hong 
’Kong’s Hang Seng index which 
Tnished the day at a record 
.‘lose of 12.086.49. and by the 
two Philippine markets and 
Singapore which also ended at 
all-time highs. 

The dollar ended the day 
lower against the mark in thin 
trading. It finished at 1.738/48 
against the previous New York 
close of 1.7377/87. 

Against the yen it closed at 
1 1 1 .73/83 against the New 
York dose of 111.80/85. 

Stock markets were closed 
because of holidays in New 
Zealand. Japan. Taiwan and 
Thailand. 


Brokers said buy orders 
from overseas institutions con- 
tinued to pour into the Hong 
Kong market. 

The blue-chip Hang Seng 
index climbed 198.10 points, or 
1.67 per cent, to 12,086.49 
points after the market staged 
a strong surge in afternoon 
trade. It ended just short of an 
all-time high reached earlier in 
the afternoon of 12,115.56. 

"Psychologically people are 
not really prepared to sell. 
They are setting their sights on 
14.000." said one broker. 

The Manila composite index 
leapt 75.43 points to finish at 
3,271.51. against the previous 
record of 3. 196.08 points set on 
the last trading day in 1993. 
The Makati market made a 


similar two per cent jump to 
end at 3 .362.48 points. 

“We saw profit-taking in 
second-line issues, especially 
towards closing, but what led 
the market to continue its as- 
cent were the heavyweights 
like PLDT, PNB and Meral- 
co,” said Rolando Pindea, vice 
president at Tower Securities. 

The bulls also started the 
new year with vigour in Singa- 
pore, chasing the 30-share 
Straits Times industrials index 
to a record closing high of 
2,441.53. 

The index was up 15.85 
points from Friday's close. 
This compares with the pre- 
vious closing high of 2.426.85 
set last Wednesday. 

"Retail demand is still very 


strong." one broker said, 
adding investors arc buying on 
expectations of more gains in 
the next few weeks. 

Kuala Lumpur share prices 
stayed firm on the back of 
further institutional and spe- 
culative buying and the index 
closed up 13.53 points at 
1 .288.85, after earlier setting a 
high of 1.290.86. 

Gold closed marginally high- 
er in Hong Kong in quiet trad- 
ing. It finished at S390.80/ 
391.30 an ounce, up slightly 
from New York's $390.40/90 
close on Friday. 

Spot crude oil prices in Asia 
were little changed from Lon- 
don’s levels on Friday with 
February Brent bid around 
$13.20. 


Belgrade tries to break 
the back of hyper-inflation 


BELGRADE (AFP) — 
Yugoslavia will act this month 
to curb hyper-inflation wreck- 
ing its economy and will ask 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) to help it consoli- 
date a new dinar — worth one 
billion old ones. 

Yugoslav Prime Minister 
Radoje Kontic submitted a 
monetary recovery programme 
to the IMF at the end of 
December and has asked the 
IMF to send experts to Yugos- 
lavia “before Jan. 14” to assess 
the programme's viability, the 
newspaper Borba reported 
Sunday. 

The report quoted Mr. Kon- 
tic as saying his government 


New managers of troubled Spanish 
bank appeal to depositors for calm 


MADRID (R) — The new 
managers of troubled Spanish 
bunking group Banesto re- 
sumed efforts to revive it Mon- 
day after issuing a message of 
confidence amid reports of 
large withdrawals by deposi- 
tors last week. 


"We have very clear tucas 
on what we have to do and we 
ask for calm among depositors 
and clients as Banesto has a 
tin's 


brilliant future among Spai 
leading banks." Acting Chair- 


man Alfredo Saenz Ahad told 
state television late Sunday. 

Mr. Saenz, a deputy chair- 
man of Banco Bilbao Vizcaya, 
is working on a rescue plan 
involving the injection of new 
capital and hopes to maintain 
Banesto as an independent en- 
tity. 


Accuidmc to El Pais news- 
paper. customers of Banesto. 
one of Spain's biggest, oldest 
and most respected banks, 
withdrew about 121) billion 
pesetas ($86(1 million) in three 
days after the Bank of Spain 
sacked its chairman. Mario 
Conde. and his board last 
week. 

Central bank governor Luis 
Angel Rojo has estimated that 
Banesto (Banco Espano) dc 
Credito S.A.). awash with bad 


debts after an uncontrolled bid 
to capture loan business, needs 
funds of around 500 billion 
pesetas (S3. 5 billion) to rescue 
it. 

But the amount of new 
capital may be much less since 
Banesto has substantial assets 
and some of the loans can be 
recovered. 

Mr. Conde has so far re- 
mained silent but is reported to 
have appointed lawyers to re- 
view his legal options. With 
3.87 per cent, he is still Banes- 
to’s second largest shareholder 
after U.S. investment hank 
J.P. Morgan's Corsair Fund 
with 8.l7"per cent. 

The central bank's move has 
prompted questions about the 
government’s handling of the 
affair and speculation about 
Banesto's true situation. 

It was no secret that Banesto 
was in difficulties, or that J.P. 
Morgan was concerned about a 
deterioration in its accounts, 
hut the Bank of Spain's action 
came as a surprise. 

The ruling Socialist Party 
has asked National Securities 
Market Commission (CNMV) 
President Luis Carlos Crotssier 
to explain his derision to sus- 
pend Banesto shares last Tues- 
day. 

He acted after the shares 


hit d fallen by almost III per 
cent but the drop was not 
particularly big and the Social- 
ists are concerned about possi- 
ble insider trading. 

For more than two years, the 
Bank of Spain had given Mr. 
Conde more time to meet 
limits on hank investment 
within its own group, pension 
fund commitments and loan 
loss proygi ons but the time 
eveffltiSftTy ran out. 

The cnMs .v^, hastened by 
Morgan's Hecrsian to postpone 
the third stage of a $1.2 billion 
equity increase by Banesto — a 
$400 million dcht issue. 

Mr. Conde is seen by many 
commentators as the last in a 
line of swashbuckling finan- 
ciers spawned by Spain's eciv- 
nomic boom of the 1 981k. 

When he took over Banesto 
in I9S7. the bank was already 
under-capitalised, with the 
burden of a 100 billion peseta 
($700 million at current rates) 
loss from the collapse of Banca 
Garrica Y Nocues, a subsidi- 


Mr. Conde turned Banesto 
round by the end of IVK9 and 
aimed to lift its market share 
through aggressive lending. 
But recession Turned mam- 
loans sour. 


would “stabilise" the dinar 
starting Jan. 17 taking as a 
basis the reserves of the 
Yugoslav central bank plus the 
deposits of Yugoslav commer- 
cial banks now frozen in fore- 
ign countries because of U.N. 
sanctions. 

"We will ask the sanctions 
committee of the United Na- 
tions to release these assets 
which we need to support our 
national currency,” Borba 
quoted Mr. Kontic as saying. 

He said his aim was to 
“move from inflationary 
financing to an economy built 
upon a strong currency." 

Up to now the government 
has tried to cope with the crisis 
by printing more and bigger 
banknotes. At the end of De- 
cember it put into circulation a 
500 billion dinar note which a 
few hours later was trading for 
$ 8 . 

A new dinar worth a billion 
old ones was to be introduced 
on Jan. 1. The old dinar went 


into circulation only in Octo- 
ber with six zeros less than its 
predecessor. 

Inflation which exceeded 

20.000 per cent in November, 
was estimated at nearly 

200.000 per cent at the end of 
December. 


rnflation has been running at 
30 per cent a day with prices — 
some in the billions — chang- 
ing every few hours. 

The economy is in chaos and 
production has declined inex- 
orably since U.N. sanctions 
were first imposed in 1991 to 
punish Serbia. 

Industrial output fell by 21 
per cent in 1992 in the rump 
Yugoslavia comprising Serbia 
and tiny Montenegro. 

The overall decline was 30 
per cent between October 1992 
and October 1993 with an 
acceleration to neareiy 34 per 
cent in the first ten months of 
last year, according to the 
weekly Ekonomska Politika. 


Iraq has no 
intention to 
devalue dinar 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq, 
striving to boost confidence in 
its sinking dinar, said Monday 
it had no intention of devaluing 
the currency. 

“There is no intention at all 
to lower the value of the Iraqi 
currency." Baghdad newspap- 
ers said', quoting the governor 
of Iraq’s central bank. Tareq 
Talib Al Tukmaji. 

His statement came at a time 
when the dinar was plunging 
against the U.S. dollar. It 
stood at 4] per dollar on the 
black market. The dinar’s offi- 
cial rate is 3.2. 


There is much conjecture 
here about what the govern- 
ment. battling against soaring 
prices, will do with the huge 
amounts of money in circula- 
tion . 


Some say it will seize bank 
accounts. Others say it will 
devalue the dinar or change 
the currency. 


U.S. officials predict job growth 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Senior U.S. economic officials 
predicted Monday that the 
economy would add another 
two million jobs in 1994 while 
interest rates stayed relatively 
low and growth remained 
solid. 

Labour Secretary Robert 
Reich predicted the unemploy- 
ment rate could fall to as low as 
6.0 per cent, from 6.4 per cent 
currently and 7.1 per cent at 
the start of last year. 

"On the basis of the early 
indications, unemployment 
should be down, I would say. 
probably in the range six to 6.4 
per cent.'" he said on the ABC 
programme “Good Morning 
America.”. 

Mr. Reich said the economy 
appeared to have generated 
two million jobs last year, 
though figures have not been 
tallied for December. He said 
an additional two million jobs 
were likely to be added in 
1994. 

Deputy. Treasury Secretary 
Roger Altman said in a sepa- 


rate interview that interest' 
rates would stay "relatively 
subdued" in 1994 while the 
economy grew by about three 
per cent. 

Mr. Altman, in an- interview 
on the NBC programme “To- 
day,'' noted that real,” 
inflation-adjusted interest 
rates were at their lowest levels 
in 20 or 30 years “and that 
Can’t continue forever.” 

“But there’s no basis, cither 
in meaningfully higher infla- 
tion or in much greater credit 
command, to expect that in- 
terest rates would rise in a 
sustained way this year,” he 
said. “Wc expect that interest 
rates will stay in a relatively 
subdued fashion in 1994.” 

The Ginton administration 
expects real economic growth 
— after inflation — of about 
three per cent for the year, he 
added. 

The predictions by Mr. 
Reich and Mr. Altman came 
after Alice Rtvlin. president 
Clinton's deputy budget direc- 
tor. indicated 1994 would 


probably be a banner year for 
the economy. 

Meanwhile, a panel of eco- 
nomic forecasters have predicted 
that the U.S. economy was 
poisedrfor its best year since 
the 1980s becausc of low infia- 
• lion ancTa growing-job market. 

The six economists interview 
by the Time magazine for its 
annual forecast said, however, 
that potential problems loom 
for 1996. 

“I describe my outlook as 
the best of all possible worlds.” 
said Edward Yardeni. chief 
economist for the investment 
firm C.J. Lawrence. 

Others said President Gin- 
ton's attempt to reduce the 
deficit and reform health care 
have made Americans optimis- 
tic after three years of econo- 
mic problems. 

The economists said those 
consumers who have steady 
jobs and money in the bank sec 
themselves as survivors of the 
lean years and arc ready to 
open their wallets and spend 
money. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



“Al! the nice stuff you’ll say at my 
funeral...can you say it today 
when I really need to hear it?” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD (SAME 
l© by H*nri Arnold »nd ■U** Argfcto*. 


Unscramble these four Jumbtes. 
one letter to each square, to form 
four onfinaiy words. 
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HOW THE BOXER 
BECAME THE 
CHAMP. 


Now arrange the Girded letters to 
form the emprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: WITH XX) 


Yeeterdsy's 


I 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbtes: FlSHY OCTET FAIRLY RAGLAN 
Answer: How the electrician's helper treated h«s work — 
UGKTLV 


Peanuts 


IT S GOING TO BE COLO 
TONIGHT SO I THOUGHT 
YOU MIGHT WANT TO USE 
THIS BEDROLL.. 





Andy Capp 



Mutt‘n’Jeff 



China’s premier urges 
economic caution 



BEIJING (R) — Chinese Pre- 
mier U Peng, wanting rapid 
price rises could bring instabil- 
ity, urged caution on economic 
speed and inflation in inter- 
views published Monday. 

Despite his warnings, eco- 
nomists said. Qiina’s overheat- 
ing economy would surge again 
with both high growth and high 
inflation in 1994. 

Mr. Li. who helped order 
the 19089a army crackdown on 
pro-democracy demonstrations 
set off in part by runaway 
inflation, vowed vigilance 
against price rises and said the 
economy should grow at only 
nine per cent this year after 
two years of 13 per cent 
growth. 

“The better our situation, 
the more cuatious we should 
be in pushing forward the re- 
form drive.” he told the official 
Giina Daily. 

He made clear the govern- 
ment was extremely concerned 
about inflation, which is raging 
at well over 20 per cent per 
year in major cities and is at its 
highest rate for nearly five 
years. 

China's capital. Beijing, re- 
cently reimposed price controls 
on crucial goods like grain and 
edible oil after the price of rice 
zoomed by up to 30 per cenr in 
a matter of weeks. 

Government officials have 
vowed to bring the nationwide 
grain price back under control. 

"Too rapid strides in prices 
reform would cause instability, 
and the recent panic buying of 
grain in some areas is a lesson 
to all of us.” Mr. Li said. 

The premier told the official 
Xinhua News Agency the State 
Council (cabinet) has proposed 
a target for economic growth in 
1994 of nine per cent. 

The economy grew by 13 per 
cent last year and by 12.8 per 


cent in 1992. 

Mr. Li expaline that two 
consecutive years of high 
growth had burdened some 
sectors of the economy and 
created bottlenecks. 

“a relatively relaxed en- 
vironment in necessary for sus- 
tained economic growth." 

While Mr. Li said he' was 
confident China wuld be able 
to press forward with reforms 
that will eventually free oil. 
electricity and rail freight 
prices, he promised the mea- 
sures would nor go faster than 
the country could endure. 

■■We can never afford to 
lower our guard on the issue of 
prices." Mr. Li said. 

"With every major reform 
measure, we ' will take into 
account the endurance of the 
country, the enterprises and 
the people, and adhere to the 
principle of (going) step by 
step." Mr. Li said. 

But economists said Giina 
was likely to have another 
boom year with all the atten- 
dent problems. 

•'It's only wishful thinking 
that hte economy won't grow 
so fast,” said one Hong Kong- 
based analyst. 

Even the oficial China Daily 
last week seaid the economy 
usually grew at a rate four to 
five percentage points higher 
than the official plan. 

Political analysts said Mr. Li 
and other leaders were begin- 
ning to position themselves as 
cautious voices in case the eco- 
nomy did have serious prob- 
lems later in the year. 

Acknowledging China's re- 
forms had benefitted some re- 
gions more than others, Mr. Li 
promised the growing wealth 
gap between the booming 
coastal area and other less de- 
veloped regions would not split 
the country. 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY JANUARY 4, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
The Libra Moon is squared four 
ways today through Venus. 
Mars, Sun and Mercury causing 
annoying delays in plans you arc 
completing. Use any extra time 
you have to doublccheck related 
facts and figure 


ARIES: (March 21 to April.)9) 
Search for more progressive 
ideas this morning which can be 
put into operation quickly. Be 
firm this evening when higher- 
ups may be brusque because they 
arc busy. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Make collections and pay obliga- 
tions early in the morning. Be 
careful later you don't waste time 
with some new friend at the 
expense of a good partner and 
work that is practical. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Come to firm agreements with 
associates in the morning. 
Appease anyone who opposes 
you. too. Take care you are not 
forceful where money is con- 
cerned later or you get in 
trouble. 


Then the rest of the day and 
evening are fine for recreational 
activities, but don’t be extra va-- 
gant. as is sometimes your habit. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Try to gel all businesi 
matters. sboppjn^^jc^J^ndletj 
before lunch so that you can then 
devote your time and energies to 
home and family. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Get monetary 
affairs handled properly in the 
morning. Heed suggestions of 
experts. Later, be sure you drive 
carefully and are gentle with 
associates and avoid trouble, 
accidents. 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Improve 
appearance by proper grooming 
or changing hair style in the 
morning. Then get busy devising 
more modern and efficient ways 
ro increase income so that you 
have a real abundance. 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Any task that awaits you 
can be -done quickly and effi- 
ciently in the morning, then gel 
out with dose ties (or a good 
time and come to a better under- 
standing. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Get 
to beauty or barber shop early in 
the morning and then set ’ up 
appointments far social or re- 
creational activities. Get task 
done in the afternoon but be 
precise and meticulous. 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) A fine morning for 
investigating an really getting the 
facts. The be of assistance to 
close allies. Evening is best for 
planning future activities. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Follow advice of a 
truly good friend in the morning. 
Improve your position, as well as 
social contacts and handle all 
accumulated small task in the 
evening instead of feeling 
grumpy. 


VIRGO: August 22 to September 
22) Gel fundamental affairs. 


home m order by lunchtime. 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Every opportunity is yours 
this morning to handle civic 
affairs well and make the future 
brighter. Take care you do not 
quarrel with a pal in the evening. 
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India, Oman tie up 
for oil refinery 


NEW DELHI (R) — India's 
state-owned Bharat Petroleum 
Corporation Ltd. (BPCL) and 
tbe Oman Oil Company 
(OOC) have agreed to estab- 
lish a $1.72 billion oil refinery 
in India, company officials 
have' said. 

They said that under an 
agreement signed in Bombay 
Between the two companies 
ihe .six-million-tonne capacity 
Tefinery will be set up 1997 at 
Bina in the central Indian state 
of Madhya Pradesh. 

V-- The - companies will each 
have a 26 per cent stake in the 
project with the 48 per cent of 
equity balance subscribed by 
the public. 

: ; Ther domestic Press Trust of 
India (PT1) news agency 
quoted a BPCL statement as 
saying the Indian, government 
had approved the setting up of 


a joint venture company to 
execute the project. 

The refinery would include 
single point mooring facilities 
and a cruded oil terminal on 
the west coast as well as a 
cross-country crude pipeline. 

Officials said the agreement 
followed a memorandum of 
understanding reached among 
the Indian and Omani govern- 1 
merits and the two companies. 

An agreement has also been I 
reached for supply of crude oil 
between the two companies, 
the statement said, giving no j 
details. j 

The Oman Oil Company. 1 
registered in Bermuda, has 
also signed a memorandum of 
understanding with India's 
state-owned Hindustan Pet- 1 
roleum Corporation Ltd. to set 1 
up another refinery in western 
India. 
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Inflation worry hangs over China 


BEIJING (R) — The twin 
spectres of inflation and failing 
state industries still hang over 
China's booming economy, 
which has just racked up its 
second consecutive year of 
high growth. 

China's economic boss. Vice 
Premier Zhu Rongji, has de- 
manded the price of grain be 
brought under control so that 
an ambitious programme of 
market-oriented economic re- 
forms can be carried out ihis 
year, official media has re- 
ported. 

Last month the prices of 
grain and edible oil shot up by 
30 per cent or more in some 
places in a matter of days, even 
though China has had a record 
harvest this year. 

"The price of grain and (edi- 
ble) oil arc the foundation 
prices for the market." Mr. 
Zhu said. 

"The current momentum of 
higher prices must he swiftly 
a in I rolled and prices brought 


hack to a reasonable level in 
order to prevent a chain reac- 
tion." 

Ye Zhcn. spokesman for the 

State Statistical Bureau, told a 
news conference, that China 
had to juggle the goals of fast 
and healthy economic develop- 
ment. 

“1994 is the most crucial 
year for our country's reform, 
opening up (to the outside 
world) and economic construc- 
tion,” he said. 

While gross domestic pro- 
duct (GDP), a measure of tbe 
size of the economy, grew by 
about 13 per cent in 1993 after 
22.8 per cent growth in 1992, 
inflation raged at twice the 
1992 level, according to data 
released by Mr. Ye. 

' The cost of living price index 

jumped 14.5 per cent in 1993 
after rising 6.4 per cent in 
1992. 

In the 35 major cities of 
China, inflation soared to 19.5 
per cent last Year against 10.9 


per cent in 1992. 

“The Chinese government 
has paid great attention to the 
price changes," Mr. Ye said. 

He said he believed the eco- 
nomic growth rate could be 
brought down to a more .sus- 
tainable 10 per cent next year. 

But with China continuing to 
pump money into the eco- 
nomy, in part to keep foiling 
state industries afloat, many 
economists worry that this 
year's growth and inflation 
levels will stay Ugh. 

More than 37 per cent of 
China's lumbering state indus- 
tries, backbone of the old 
socialist economy, are still los- 
ing money, with the amount of 
tbeirred ink 20 per cent higher 
at the end of November than it 
was a year earlier. 

- Many of the reforms plan- 
ned for the near future will 
actually contribute to inflation 
and to the woes of state indus- 
try, economists believe. 


Paris, Frankfurt stocks 
hit record closing highs 


PARIS (AFP) — The Paris 
Bourse and the Frankfurt stock 
market set new records Mon- 
day in the year's first trading 
session, while the London mar- 
ket was closed for a bank 
holiday. 

The Paris Bourse moved 
into record territory in a mar- 
ket encouraged by a trend to 
lower French interest rates — 
universally seen as needed to 
boost a lagging economy and 
counter high unemployment. 

The CAC 40 index opened 
wirh a 0.23 per cent dip, but 
got onto an uptrend that took 
it over the 2,300-point mark 
for the first time ever in the 
early afternoon. The indicator 
then eased a bit to end at 
2,290, up a hefty 56 points or 
0.98 per cent on the day to a 
record closing high of 2,290 
points. 

That makes the indicator's 


fifth record dosing high since 
Dec. 23. It posted a strong 22 
per cent gain in 1993. 

The Bourse was boosted by 
a trend to lower French in- 
terest rates, as leading banks 
announced a 0.20 per cent cut 
in their prime rate in the after- 
noon to 7.95 per cent — the 
first time in two decades the 
strategic rate has been below 
eight per cent. 

In view of the slack perform- 
ance of European economies, 
most observers expect further 
rate cuts in tbe next few 
months ~ a development that 
would naturally encourage the 
stock markets. 

German Bundesbank Presi- 
dent Hans Tietmeyer expects 
lower German inflation this 
year, so that lower German 
interest rates would appear a 
reasonable likelihood. 


Bourse stocks enjoying 
strong rises Monday included 
Metaleurop with 8.7 per cent. 
La Rochette seven, and BJS at 
5.8 per cent. Accor was up 4.9 
per cent, Eurodisney 4.5, and 
Eurotunnel 3.6 per cent.-' 

The Frankfurt stock market 
also began the new trading 
year in style Monday, as 1 - the 
DAX spot trend index ended 
at an all-time closing high at 
2,267.98 points, up 1.30 points 
or 0.05 per cent from the pre- 
vious close. 

The record came despite an 
early 30-point drop for - the 
DAX in the morning. - One 
dealer commented that "that 
gave investors the chance to 
buy stocks at slightly lower 
prices" than prevailed at~the 
end of last week. "If the -mar- 
ket had lost 50 points. I 
wouldn't have been at all sur- 
prised.’’ 
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20 die in Siberia plane crash 


MOSCOW (R) — All 120 peo- 
ple on board a Russian plane, 
including 16 foreigners, were 
killed Monday when it crashed 
in the icy wastes of Siberia and 
ploughed through farmhouses 
in Russia's worst aviation acci- 
dent in nine years. 

A spokeswoman for the 
State Committee for Emergen- 
cies said the captain of the 
Tupolev-154 craft had reported 
one of its engines catching fire 
minutes after taking off from 
the Siberian city of Irkutsk on 
z flight to Moscow. 

As he turned back to the 
airport the other two jets 
failed. It was in the air for just 
12 minutes. 

“Then the plane dis- 
appeared from the screens of 
the radar control," she said. 
“Everyone died, they burnt to 
death.” 

“The bodies were scattered 
over a three kilometres radius, 
i lie* Area is cordoned off by 
police and troops of a military 
academy," she said. “They are 
looking for the corpses."’ 

The spokeswoman said the 
plane had apparently exploded 
in mid-air. But Alexander 
Kamentsky. head of the 
Irkutsk Civil Defence Service, 


said this was not the case. 

He told Reuters by tele- 
phone that the plane crash- 
landed in a snow-covered field 
near Mamony. a village of ab- 
out 100 people deep in the 
Siberian wilderness. 

He said it careered across 
the ice before hitting a farm- 
house and bursting into flames. 
It then ploughed through high- 
tension electricity pylons and 
hit two more farmhouses be- 
fore breaking up 300 metres 
short of the village. 

“About 50 corpses are rec- 
ognisable, 10 are badly burnt 
and the rest have been blown 
to bits," said Mr. Kamentsky. 
who had just visited the site of 
Russia’s worn crash in nearly a 
decade. 

Eighty-two people were kil- 
led in an air crash near the 
industrial town of Ivanovo, 
near Moscow, in 1992. 

In 1984, 150 were killed 
when a similar TU-154 hit a 
hid tanker on the runway of 
the main airport of the Sibe- 
rian city of Omsk and burst' 
into flames. 

The aircraft which crashed 
Monday was operated by Baik- 
al Air, an offshoot of the giant 
"ite-owned Aeroflot Airline. 


It was not immediately dear 
why the plane s engines had 
failed. 

There were no immediate 
reports of casualties on the 
ground in Monday’s crash. 15 
kilometres from Irkutsk, an 
industrial town situated on 
Lake Baikal, the world's 
largest freshwater lake and a 
famous tourist attraction. 


But there was considerable 
destruction and the charred 
remains of many cattle were 
strewn about the wrecked 
farms alongside the remains of 
the aircraft. 

Mr. Kamentsky said he saw 
a woman weeping uncontroll- 
ably at a blazing farm. She said 
she had been working there for 
38 years. 


“She pleaded for help ’ to 
save her cattle.' he said. 

Temperatures at the crash 
scene were minus 20 Celsius 
(minus four Fahrenheit). 

Mr. Kamentsky said among 
the 111 passengers was a tour- 
ist group of 14 people, includ- 
ing nine Germans, one Au- 
strian. one Indian, two 
Chinese and one Japanese 
tourist. Another two Chinese 
dtizens aboard the plane were 


travelling separately. 

An official at the Air Traffic 
Control Centre in Moscow said 
the plane had its fuel tanks full 
for the five-hour flight. 

“At the last moment the 
pilots realised that they would 
not make it to the airport and 
started to turn the crafts away 
from the city probably to try an 
emergency landing else- 
where,” the official said. 

The aircraft's flight would 
have taken it from Irkutsk 
across the tundra of Siberia 
and over the Ural Mountains, 
westwards into Moscow 

The TU-154. the workhorse 
of Russia’s ageing civil aviation 
fleet, is built to take 124 to 164 
passengers, according to avia- 
tion experts. But the load must 
be reduced when the aircraft is 
on a long non-stop flight with 
full fuel tanks. 

Russian Civil Aviation, like 
other branches of Russian in- 
dustry, must cope with dwind- 
ling supplies of spare parts, 
soaring costs and shortages of 
skilled workers. 

Aircraft often ‘run over- 
loaded with passengers or car- 
go because of a shortage of 
aviation fuel that forces the 
cancellation of many flights. 


Bosnians, Croats to meet; fighting eases 


SARAJEVO (R| — Fighting 
vvivrd in central Bmnin Mon- 
day and Croatia announced 
that peace talks with the 
Muslim -led Bosnian govern- 
ment would he held in Vienna 
this week. 


Croatian Foreign Minister 
Mate Ciranic will meet Muslim 
Prime Minister Haris Sikqdzic 
?o discuss territorial disputes in 
the Bosnian conflict as well as 
humanitarian questions. Mr. 
Gra'iiic's spokeswoman liana 
Moric told Reuters Monday. 

The meeting is scheduled to 
begin at l.»nt) GMT Tuesday. 
Ms. Moric said. All three war- 
ring tactions are to hold peace 
negotiations in Geneva in a 
fort night's lime. 

Relations between the two 
sides deteriorated over the past 
lew months after Muslim -led 
government forces launched an 
offensive against Bosnian 
Croats in the strategic Lasva 
Valiev in central Bosnia. 


At the weekend, the Bos- 
nian government signalled 
further fighting, predicting a 
new push to capture the valley 
if the ofi.lXKl Croats they have 
surrounded there did not 
leave. 

The government wants the 
valley to secure its hold on 
central Bosnia and shelter hun- 
dreds of thousands of Muslim 


refugees driven from their 
homes elsewhere by Serb and 
Croat lot ccs. 

Croatian President Franio 
Tudjman and other senior 
Croatian officials last week 
hinted at possible military in- 
tervention to help their kin in 
the beleaguered republic. 

Sources at the Geneva con- 
ference on former Yugoslavia 
said that European Union and 
United Nations mediators 
Lord Owen and Thorvald Stnl- 
tcnherc would also attend the 
Vienna meeting. 

The} said the talks would 
focus on how to secure access 
to the Adriatic Sea for a pre- 
dominantly Muslim romp Bos- 
nian Republic as part of a 
peace deal. 

In talks in Brussels last 
month, the three warring par- 
ties agreed to set up working 
croups on four key issues 
blocking an accord, including 
the question of access to the 
sea. 

Tuesday's talks are also ex- 
pected to cover a ceasefire 
agreement which was supposed 
to last throughout the Christ- 
mas season hut w hich has been 
violated repeatedly by all 
sides. 

The U.N. Protection Force 
in Sarajevo said Monday the 
fighting in cenrral Bosnia was 
abating. 


“We have the impression she 
last tun days have been very 
quiet, except Sarajevo where 
there is still tension, and Mos- 
tar where :: is nor quiet." 
UNPROFOR's spokesman 
Major Idcshald Van Bieseb- 
rv<cek said Monday. 

Bosnian Radio stud that cen- 
tral Bosnia was generally quiet 
Monday with sporadic small 
arms and artiflerv fire. 


Croatian Radio said the 
Muslim forces were regrouping 
on all fronts in central Bosnia 
and south of Mustar and re- 
ported infantry attacks around 
Novi Travink. 

UNPROFOR reported 
Muslim-* 'roar fighting around 
Busovacu which forced the 
Bclgian-Dutch transport com- 
pany based there to take to 
their bunkers at one point. 

Mai. Biesebrocck said the 
situation remained unstable in 
Sarajevo uith SU per cent of 
the activity Sunday concen- 
trated around front-line areas 
of Vogosaca. Railovac and 
Stup — suburbs to the north 
and west of . the cifv. 


But Sarajevo was quieter 
Monday after a weekend toll of 
■it least si\ killed since New 
^ cal s I u l ril’Ri »l » 'Is • 
ported one person killed and 
seven wounded Sunday, with 
one killed on the Serb side. 


SEOUL (AFP) — r North 
Korea has appointed top offi- 
cials. including the brother of 
President Kim ll-Sung. to pre- 
pare for a sudden rapproche- 
ment with Washington and 
Tokyo. South Korea's Yonhap 
News Agency said Monday. 

The report came as South 
Korea's foreign minister said 
Seoul waS also preparing for 
the change amid reports of a 
breakthrough in the interna- 
tional dispute over North 
Korea's suspected nuclear 
weapons programme. 

Yonhap quoted an unnamed 
official here as savine that the 


Communist Party in Pyon- 
gyang had named two special 
top-level teams to cope with "a 
sudden and rapid rapproche- 
ment" with Tokyo. Washing- 
ton and South Korea. 

The United States is still 
technically at war with North 
Korea. 

It is divided from the South 
by the last standing frontier of 
the cold war — the heavily 
fortified 3Sth Parallel — and 
has since March raised fears it 
was planning to use nuclear 
arms to try a suicidal military 
takeover of the South. 

There was no official or in- 


dependent confirmation of the 
detailed Yonhap report, the 
first of its kind, which tended 
to confirm separate reports of 
a breakthrough in low-level 
talks between Washington and 
Pyongyang in New York. 

The report named Kim 
Yong-Ju. the recently rein- 
stated younger brother of Kim 
f I- Sung. 81. as being in charge 
of both teams. 

The teams are "similar to 
rhe task forces th3f China 
formed to prepare with norma- 
lisation of diplomatic ties (in 
the 1970s)." the official told 
Yonhap. 
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Rainier and Niven may tie the knot 


Prince Rainier of Monaco and Hjordis Niven, 
the Swedish -born widow of British actor David 
Nivert. may marry, according to weekened 
British press reports. A •■pokesuoman for the 
Principality of Monaco, Isabelle Peters, told the 
Associated Press she was unable to confirm the 
report. Prince Rainier' wife the former Amer- 
ican actress Grace Kelly died from injuries in a 
car crash in 1982. Mrs. Niven’s actor husband 
died of a m usd e- wasting disease in 1983. The 
London newspaper the Daily Mirror said that 
the 70-ycar-old prince and Mrs. Niven were 
reported to have discussed marriage while din- 
ing at a Manhattan restaurant on a visit to New 
York. “Reports in Italy and France say the 
couple will marry in Monte Carlo in the spring 
when Prince Rainier might finally step down in 
favour of his (35-ycar-oId) son Albert.” the 
paper said. The pricne has ruled the tiny 
European principality of Monaco on the 
Mediterranean since 1949. The Daily Mirror 


said there had been no confirmation or denial of 
the story from the prince’s palace in Monaco. 
Another London tabloid, the Daily Express, 
which carried a similar report, quoted Prince 
Rainier ’$ Paris-based lawyer Thierry Lacoste as 
saying: “I know him sufficiently well to say that 
there wfli be no marriage. The press have been 
linking him with Mrs. Niven for years now but it 
is all false/* But the Daily Express quoted 
unnamed friends of the prince as noting it is Mr. 
Lacoste’s job to shield him from publicity. The 
Daily Express gave the age of Mrs. Niven, a 
former model, as 72. It said (hat when Princess 
Grace and Niven were alive the foursome 
socialised together and went on foreign trips 
together. Prince Rainier was among mourners 
at Niven's funeral. The photograph shows 
Prince Rainier and Mrs. Niven during the 
funeral of the actor in Chateau D’Oeux (AFP 


photo). 


Republicans 

demand 


independent 

Clinton 


probe 


WASHINGTON (R) — Re- 
publican congressional leaders 
Sunday demanded an indepen- 
dent counsel to investigate Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton's dealing in 
an Arkansas real estate ven- 
ture and failed savings and 
loan. 


Republicans took advantage 
of the quiet New Year’s Day 
weekend to create a loud 
drumbeat of criticism, calling 
on Attorney General Janet 
Reno to appoint an indepen- 
dent counsel to look into Mr. 
Clinton’s role as Arkansas gov- 
ernor in the Whitewater De- 
velopment Corp. 

But at the same rime the 
Repubicans opposed renewing 
a law that codifies the appoint- 
ment of independent prosecu- 
tors. 


Koreas prepare for U.S., Japan recognition 


“I think it’s up to Janet 
Rend now to step back and 
appoint a counsel, and for the 
president's own good, get it 
behind us," Senate Minority 
leader Robert Dole of Kansas 
said on NBC's Meet The Press 
programme. 


George Stephanopoulos. 
senior adviser to the president, 
replied flatly on ABC's This 
Week With David Brinkley 
programme: "There is no need 
at this time for an independent 
counsel." He said the matter 
was being investigated by the 
Justice Department. 

And Mr. Stephanopoulos 
sarcastically hailed the "con- 
version" of Republicans who 
in the past have opposed the 
special prosecutor Jaw. 

But Gen. Dole said there 
was no need to renewed the 
special prosecutor Jaw. which 
provided an independent pro- 
secutor b chosen by a three- 
judge panel instead of the 
attorney general. The law ex- 
pired in 1992. 

"She (Reno) doesn’t need 
the special prosecutor law." 
said Gen. Dole, who voted 
against renewing it. "She has 
the authority now to appoint 
independent counsel." 
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Mexican army troops scramble from a helicopter as they pursue members of the Zapatista National 


Liberation Army near Rancho Nuevo (AFP photo) 

Mexican army moves in after fight 
with peasant rebels claims 57 lives 


SAN CRISTOBAL DE LAS 
CASAS. Mexico |R) — The 
Mexican army moved into- this 
city in southern Mexico in 
force late Sunday in a bid to 
regain control following a day 
of bitter Fighting at a nearby 
military base that raised the 
death toll in an armed peasant 
uprising to 57. 

An estimated 200 Mexican 
soldiers patrolled the streets 
and warned residents to stay 
inside for safety. 

The peasants, who call 
themselves the Zapatista 
National Liberation Army and 
say they are fighting for indige- 
nous rights, took over what the 
government now says was six, 
cities in the southern state of 
Chiapas :n New Year’s Day- 
raids. 


Previously, officials said 
only four cities were occupied, 
but the new figures came from 
(he Interior Ministry in a state- 
ment issued late Sunday. 

Gunfire and grenade explo- 
sions from Skirmishes between 
the military and the peasants 
could he heard late into the 
night in the mountains sur- 
rounding this colonial city. 


The Mexican army said 30 
people, including six soldiers 
and 24 peasants, died in Sun- 
day’s battles at a military base 
near Sun Cristobal and at the 
city of Ocosingo 35 miles (56 
kms) to the east. 

It also said in a statement 
that it was expecting further 
attacks on the military base 
called Rancho Nuevo, which is 
10 kilometres cast of the San 
Cristobal, and gave the 
appearance of also expecting 
more trouble in the city itself. 

The Interior Ministry state- 
ment said 27 people, including 
24 police officers and three 
civilians, died Saturday when 
the rebels moved into the six 
cities, which included San Cris- 
tobal. Ocosingo. Altamirano. 
Las Margaritas. Chanal Del 
Carmen and Abasolo. 

It also said the government 
had "made insistent exhorta- 
tions for dialogue and a search 
for a peaceful end to the situa- 
tion created by the armed 
group." but gave no indication 
that contact had been made 
with (he rebels to arrange 
talks. 

The Zapatistas said Saturday 
that they had declared war on 


the Mexican government for 
crimes against the indigenous 
people and called for land re- 
forms and a new government. 

“The war we arc declaring is 
a last, but just, measure. The 
dictators have been applying a 
non-dedared gcnocida! war 
against our people for many 
years." they said in a com- 


munique. 

A rebel commander identi- 


flying himself as Comman- 
dante Marcos also told repor- 
ters that the uprising W35 tied 
to the North American Free 
T radc Agreement . the pact 
linking the U.S., Canada and 
Mexico in a free trade /one. It 
went into effect on New Year's 
Day. 

"The North American Free 
Trade Agreement is the death 
certificate for the indigenous 
people of Mexico. We rose up 
in arms to respond to (Presi- 
dent) Salinas' death sentence 
against our people." he said. 

The Zapatistas pulled out of 
San Cristobal early Sunday, 
leaving behind slogans vowing 
to continue their "revolution." 
according to the military, they 
moved on to Rancho Nuevo 
and attacked the base. 


Reynolds tries to save N. Ireland deal 


DUBLIN (R) — Irish Prime 
Minister Albert Reynolds 
hinted in remarks published 
Monday at concessions to- 
wards the IRA's political wing,- 
Sinn Fein, to salvage an Anglo- 
Irish peace deal on Northern 
Ireland from collapse. 

Mr. Reynolds said a Dec. 15 
Anglo-Irish joint statement to 
end 25 years of conflict in 
Northern Ireland and commit- 
ted both governments towards 
building a new Ireland and demili- 
tarisation the conflict in the 
British-ruled province. 

“It (the statement) makes 
clear that both governments 
and both communities will be- 
come persuaders for a new 
agreement on the future of the 
whole island. The time has 
come to start the process of 


demilitarisation of the north- 
ern conflict.’* 

The term “persuaders" was 
seen as u concession towards 
Sinn FcfftVwfiose leaders com- 
plain that the Anglo-Irish 
statement does not put press- 
ure on the Protestant majority 
in Northern Ireland to accept 
an eventual unification of Ire- 
land. 

Sinn Fein has called for 
years for the ■ "demilitar- 
isatior" of Northern Ireland, 
where 18.000 troops and 
12,000 armed police are on 
alert against attacks by the 
Irish Republican Army (IRA), 
which is fighting to end British 
rule. 

Mr. Reynold’s statement 
contrasted sharply with the 
stance taken bv British Prime 


Minister John Major Sunday 
when he ruled out any altera- 
tion or negotiation of the text 
of their Downing Street Dec- 
laraeioh on Northern Ireland. 

Martin McGuinness, one of 
Sinn Fein’s top officials, told 
British Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion (BBC) radio the IRA 
wanted to know whether the 
statement represented a first 
step towards British withdraw- 
al from Northern Ireland. 

He said they wanted clar- 
ification about whether "this 
signalled the beginning of the 
process of bringing about an 
end to British rule in Ireland." 

David Trimble of the Ulster 
LTnionist Party, which wants 
the province to remain British, 
accused Mr. Reynolds of trying 
to appease the IRA. 


India, Pakistan talks end in impasse 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — Indi- 
an and Pakistan ended two- 
days of talks on Kashmir here 
Monday with positions still 
widely apart and without set- 
ting a date for future negotia- 
tions. 

A joint statement issued af- 
ter four sessions between Indi- 
an Foreign Secretary J.N. Dix- 
it and his Pakistani counterpart 
Shahary ar Mohammad Khan 
said the talks addressed “all 
aspects" of the Kashmir prob- 
lem. 

The Himalayan territory has 


been divided into Indian and 
Pakistan-ruled parts. 

“Both sides recognised that 
there are basic divergences." it 
said, adding that it was agreed 
that ’’sincere efforts would be 
made to resolve the problem." 

The statement emphasised 
the need for continuing dia- 
logue. but no date or venue 
was announced. 

Mr. Dixit and Mr. Khan, at 
a joint press conference, said 
the talks which began Sunday 
had helped in reducing tension 
over a bloody Muslim separat- 


ist movement in Indian -held 
Kashmir. 

Meanwhile, Muslim guerril- 
las abducted two Kashmiri 
academic from a university in 
Srinagar, triggering a major 
police hunt, the Press Trust of 
India fPTI) reported Monday. 

Abdul Rashid and Sirajud- 
din (one name), professors at 
an agriculture university, were 
abducted at gunpoint late Sun- 
day by a group of masked men 
armed with automatic 
weapons, the news aeenev 
said. 


NATO struggles on East, Russia ahead of summit 


BRUSSELS IR) — NATO, 
facing picas for membership 
from Eastern Europe and 
opposition from Moscow to 
any expansion, is struggling 
just one week before an 
alliance summit io achieve a 
balance that will please all of 
its former enemies. 

The question of whether and 
when to expand NATO mem- 
bership is one of the most 
difficult the Western alliance 
has faced since it was founded 
alriiost 45 years ago. 

NATO leaders. Tn their first 
summit in more than two 
years, are expected to endorse 
"a plan for closer military links 
with all former Warsaw Pact 
states, including Russia, when 
they meet in Brussels next 
Monday and Tuesday. 

But the L’.S. -sponsored 
plan, known as “partnership 
lor peace", has been criticised 
by some Eastern European 
states such as Poland and Hun- 
garv. They want membership 
and firm guarantees of their 
securitv that arc not on offer. 

At the same time. Moscow 
has vigorously opposed any ex- 
pansion of N ATO to the East 
on the grounds that it would 
isolate Russia ami strengthen 
the hand of hardliners. 

Tile success of extreme 


nationalist Vladimir Zhirinovs- 
ky in last month's Russian elec- 
tions has underscored for 
NATO how the new era of 


post-cold war cooperation 
could end if Russia. Europe’s 


biggest military power, turned 
its back on reform. 


its back on reform. 

As a result, alliance officials 
and diplomats say. there is no 
chance of offering Eastern 
European states membership 
in the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) in the 
near future. 

“The key to European 
security is Russia and there is 
broad agreement that we simp- 
ly cannot afford to alienate 
Moscow.” said one diplomat, 
who asked not to be identified. 

“If we took on Eastern 
European nations, we would 
simply risk pushing the Rus- 
sians too far. Partnership for 
peace offers everyone a chance 
for cooperation and does not 
discriminate.” 

Bur the alliance also faces 
criticism that it is not doing 
enough to help countries such 
as Hungary and Poland which 
have pushed ahead with re- 
forms and arc nervous about 
growing instability, ethnic 
and nationalist tensions in 
Europe. 

Eastern European states, as 


well as some Western analysts 
and policymakers, have urged 
NATO to make a bolder 
approach in rewarding those 
with a dear commitment tn 
democratic values. 

Russia, they say. has been 
given an effective veto over 
NATO expansion — some* 


cration and peacekeeping be- 
tween NATO and former 'War- 
saw Pact states, will be linked 
to expanded membership. 

Although NATO has agreed 
that the scheme will not be an 


' ' uvi tn. till 

automatic Qualification for 
joining, the United States has 


.thine alliance officials deny — 
and Mr. Zhirinovskv’s election 


success simply made Eastern 
European states, especially the 
Baltic republics, even more 
worried. 

As NATO makes final pre- 
parations for the summit, some 
of the key elements in this 
difficult balancing act have yet 
rc be resolved, officials say. 

NATO Secretary -General 
Manfred Wocrncr has pressed 
for a clear commitment from 
the summit that the alliance 
will now be open to new mem- 
bers. although without setting 
a time frame. 


' C” HU? 

suggested to its allies there 
should be a Jink to encourage 
disgruntled Eastern European 
states. 

*'Thc Americans have sug- 
gested that there should be 
some kind of phrasing imp! vine 
that it would be a ncccssarv but 
not automatic step towards 
membership," said one NATO 
official. 

But some other alliance 
members are unhappy with 
that linkage and think it would 

Ru *«u» fears that 
NATO IS secretly preparing to 

take on a selected few as new 
members. 


But some allies arc reluctant 
to produce anything other than 
a vaguer statement that the 
alliance will not remain a 
closed shop forever. France 
and Britain arc among Ihc 
most cautious. 


In addition, it is not vet dear 
how far "partnership for 
■peace." which will involve bi- 
lateral deals on military coop- 


lhc U.S. administration has 
K-en trying to p^uade 
cm Europe the go-slow 

E Kh 15 ,h ‘ -y 

J??*™ Bi " Clim <>n will 

■ summit, before 

travels on tn M^ow he 


Barbra Streisand 
plans tour 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Bar- 
bra Streisand, who ended a 
■^7-year break from public per- 
formances with two sold-out 
shows in Las Vegas over the 
new year's weekend, said she 
plans to take her show on the 
road. The singer told Holly- 
wood trade paper Daily Varie- 
ty that she will tour a few cities- 
and may tape a New York 


show for television. The paper, 
in its Monday edition, aid not 


in its Monday edition, did not 
say when she would start tour- 
ing. But she said her immedi- 
ate plans were to develop two 
scripts. The Mirror Has Two 
Faces and The Normal Heart, 
she will star in the former and 
direct both. Streisand per- 
formed New Year’s Eve and 
Saturday night before about 
30,000 people in total at the 
opening of financier Kirk 
Kerkorian’s MGM Grand 
Hotel. Fans included President 
Bill Clinton's mother. Virginia 
Clinton Kelley, close fnend 
Andre Agassi and a who’s wbo 
of Hollywood. She told Daily 
Variety that she was frightened 
about appearing, but started to 
enjoy nerself by the second 
night. The paper also con- 
firmed that beleaguered singer 
Michael Jackson emerged from 
hiding to attend one of her 
shows apparently accompanied 
bv former junk bona king 
Michael Milken and singer 
Paul Anka. Jackson visited 
Streisand backstage. Daily 
Variety added. 


Pilot aborts flight 
with ticketiess 
man on board 


DHAKA (R) — A Bang- 
ladeshi who tried to sneak a 
plane ride to Dubai without a 
ticket or passport delayed a 
flight from Dhaka for four 
hours, airline officials said 
Monday. They said Ujjal 
Kumar Roy. 24. slipped into 
the airport early Sunday by 
climbing a wall and made his 
way onto a DC- 10 aircraft. A 
flight attended spotted him mi- 
nutes before the flight, of the 
Bangladeshi airline Biman was 
due to take off and told the 


pilot, who called police. Roy 
told police he fled his home in 


told police he fled his home in 
the western district of Jessore 
after a quarrel with his father 
and decided to go to Dubai for 
a job. “But I had only 150 taka 


way. "I was the r first passenger 
on board and nobody watched 
or asked me anything: while 
boarding.” he told police. Bi- 
man officials said the pilot re- 
fused to take off without a 
thorough security check. Au- 
thorities had to shift passen- 
gers to another aircraft, which 
delayed them by four hours. 
Airline arid airport authorities 
have started a joint investiga- 
tion of the incident. 


Singer Tammy 
Wynette improving 


NASHVILLE. Tenn. (R) — 
Country singer Tammy Wynet- 
te, who collapsed from an in- 
testinal infection Tuesday, im- 
proved enough to be taken off 


a life-support system Sunday 
and said: “I just thank God 


that I'm alive." Her publicist. 
Evelyn Shriver, said Ms. 
Wynette. 50. who had been 
placed on a respirator last 
Wednesday, was "showing a 
big improvement and is much 
stronger." “I don’t remember 
a lot but I feel wonderful to be 
alive and want to thank every- 
one for their prayers,” Ms. 
Wynette. whose Hits include 
Stand Bv Your Man and D-I- 
V-O-R-C-E. said in a state- 
ment. Ms. Wynette was in se- 
rious condition at Baptist hos- 
pital and was in good spirits, 
and smiling at visitors, Ms 
Shriver said. She said Ms. 
Wynette may be moved out of 
intensive care and into a pri- 
vate room in the next two days. 
Ms. Wynette is being treated 
for an intestinal infection that 
resulted from a blocked bile 
duct Ms. Shriver said the 
blockade occurred when scar 
tyvue From a previous opera- 
pon became infected. Ms. 
Wynette. who has been in ill 
health for years, underwent 


bile-duct surgery last year. Ai- 
leen Katcher, a hospital 


, v nveuiu** 

spokesman, said the hospital 
naa been flooded with calls 
from wcl 1-wishers from aro und 

. including singing 

stars Elton John. Sting. Garth* 
Brooks. Smokey Robinson and . 
Keoa Mclnlire. 


Nigerian leader 
has 10th child on 
New Year’s Day 


LAGOS (R) — The Wife of 
Nigeria's 50-year-oid miHtaay 
™icr General Sani Abacfaa 

niVA L —l. . ... 


uujii ru/awM- 

gave birth to a baby boy on 
New Year's Day. state radio- 


- — ■ j way . Mdic lauiv 

announced Sunday. It brings to 
in the number of Mr, Abachs* 

rhlMpian V... L" _ -r . . ■ — 1 


, . V* mii nuflwuo- 

cmldren by his wife, Maryam- 
1 he couple have been married 
for J? years and already had# 
sons and three daughters.. 
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Sampras in Qatar lambasts Becker 


DOHA (AT) — Boris Becker is not here to defend his title 
because his wife is expecting a baby. But the $525,000 Qatar 
Open which was to start Monday packs other big names irked 
by the German star's suggestions that some of them use drugs. 
World No. I Pete Sampras arrived Sunday and became the 
second tennis star to lash out at Becker from Doha. “It's not 
an_accurate comment and I was very surprised to hear Boris 
T say it, "said Sampras. “As far as I know, nobody takes steroids 
Otany sort of enhancer. I certainly do not." Sampras noted 
. jiaLdte Association of Tennis Professionals (ATP), the sport's 
world governing body, “has made it a point to reveal if anyone 
-was caught” taking drugs. “What Boris said doesn’t make any 
scpse.” German player Michael Stich, the world’s No. 2, had 
already hi* back at Becker when he arrived Thursday. “It was 
comment to make,’’ said Stich. “I don’t know why he 
conies out with such things or from where he gets his ideas.” 
Becker bad claimed last month that some players used drugs 
jqrfr as cocaine and marijuana which was making a mockery of 
tbe random drug tests carried out by the ATP. Sampras, the 
pyghm g Wimbledon and U.S. Open champion, plays his first 
j^ood match here Tuesday when he takes on Morocco's Karim 
Aland, who had to qualify for the main draw. Stich takes on 
Mg serving Frenchman Stephane Simian while number three 
seed Stefan Edberg of Sweden will open the tournament 
'a gai nst South Africa’s Gary Muller.” Also taking part in the 
tournament are Croatia’s Goran Ivanisevic, the runner-up to 
Becker in the final here last year, and Frenchman Henri 
Leconte. Both men start their singles first round Tuesday. 

Morceli named Athlete of the Year 

PARIS (AFP) — Algerian middle distance runner Noured- 
dine Morceli is named Athlete of the Year by French sports 
daily L’Equlpe in its Monday edition. Morceli, who broke 
- Steve Cram's world mile record in- September after retaining 
bis World Championship 1,500m crown in Stuttgart, topped 
-die paper’s poll ahead of Britain's world and Olympic 100m 
'champion, Linford Christie. The Chicago Bulls third NBA 
crowneamed retired basketball superstar Michael Jordan third 
place ahead of Tour De France champion Miguel Indurain. 
The highest-ranked woman was Hungarian swimmer Kristina 
Fgerzzegy in tenth place. 

Auriol feels the heat in the desert 

PARIS (AFP) — Hubert Auriol lost more than an hour to the 
other leaders of Paris-Dakar Rally when the engine of his 
Citroen burst into flames half-way through Sunday’s special 
stage in the Western Sahara. Auriol was able to restart after 
getting the fire under control and repairing the fault but he 
eventually finished lh 8min behind the German ErwinWeber, 
the winner of the 693km stage from Tan-Tan to Dakhla. 
Weber was followed home in the longest stage of the rally by 
his Mitsubishi team-mate Kenjiro Shinozuka. The Japanese 
driver shaved just over two minutes off PierTe Lartigue’s 
overall lead, which is now down to 13min 25sec. Weber is third 
just over two minutes further back. Despite bis lost time, 
Auriol is still in fifth place. 

Tomba hints at retirement 

ROME (R) — Italian Alpine skiing star Alberto Tomba has 
suggested that his glittering career is drawing towards a close. 
“There’s not a long future for me in skiing. I don’t imagine Til 
still be on the World Cup circuit when I reach my 30s,” 
Tomba, 27 two weeks ago, told the Gazzetta Dello Sport in an 
interview. The flamboyant Italian, who next month bids to 
heebie the first athlete to win a total of four Alpine skiing 
Olympic golds* nurtures dreams of stardom in the movie 
worid. ‘Tm beginning to think. about my future beyond the' 
' world of sport. Tve had offers from ah agency in Hollywood,” 
he said. Slalom specialist Tomba, three golds and a silver 
medal in the last two Olympics, said the courses at the games 
tend to be easier than those on the Worid Cup circuit. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
&TANNAH HIRSCH 
Class twjw mkb seme**, me. 

ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q. I— Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4AQ643 9A48 OVoid +AK1093 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1* 2 0 2* 30 

? 

What do you bid now? 

A.- — Yon might perhaps try to find 
out exactly what North holds by 
starting with a cue-bid of four dia- 
monds. However, we doubt whether 
yoo wiD be able to locate such a key 
card as the queen of dubs, which 
«mH be crucial to a slam. We would 
amply take our chances and bid six 


QJJ— East- West vulnerable, as 
Sooth you hokfc 

*09754 9A92 0AJ *Q65 
The hiding has proceeded: 

Nmifc- East South West 

16 ' pass l * Peas 

1 NT_ Pass T 
What dp you bid now? 

A. — Partner has shown a bal- 
anced/Bsmimuia opening bid. With 
your balanced hand and 13 high- 
card poms, there’s no need to look 
further. -Jump to three no tramp. 

Q.3— -As Sooth, vulnerable, you 

*7 . 9AQ6S 0K7662 *732 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 
1-4-29 ? 

What action do you take? 

A* — If you chow two no tramp, 
■here’s your source of tricks? If 
partner doesn’t have a diamond fit, 
you’re in trouble. The question is 
ahfAer you should doable for pen- 
■hies or pass, and we lean to the 
former. If you play negative dou- 
tosa,the problem ia what to do after 
yeg pass and partner reopens with a 

0-4— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold'- - 

♦AJIXKJ5 9Q6 0QX05 4654 


The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 * Pass 1 * Pass 

2 9 Pass T 
What do you bid now? 

A. — It’s simply a question of 
whether you should rebid your 
spades or suggest a no-trump game. 
The modem theory of reverse bid- 
ding says that responder’s primary 
duty is to support one of opener’s 
amts if possible; if not, to rebid a 
five-card major. That would make 
two spades the clear choice. 

Q.5 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*K87 983 OAR 4AQJ987 
The bidding has proceeded: 

Sooth West North East 

1 * Pass 1 * Pass 

2 * Pass 2 0 Paas 

O 

What do you bid now? 

A. — -So Car you have done nothing 
more teU partner you have a 
minimum opening bid with at least 
five clubs. However, your honors in 
partner’s scots improve your hold- 
ing and you know you have an 
eight-card major-suit fit. TeU part- 
ner the good news by jumping to 
three spades. 


Q.6 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4KJ76 9Q83 0AJ04S *5 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

1 * Paas ’ 1 6 Pass 

1 9 Pass ? 

What do you bid now? . 

A. — For .the moment, you have no 
reason to assume that the hand be- 
longs in no trump. Partner has not 
denied bolding four spades and, if 
you have a 4-4 fit, the suit should 
prove a vastly superior contract. 
Bid one spade. That’s forcing and 
partner's next bid wffl help you de- 
ride where you want to play- 


Papin sent off but 
Milan stretch lead 


ROME (R) — The first-half 
dismissal of French striker 
Jean-Pierre Papin failed to 
stop champions AC Milan de- 
feating Reggiana 1-0 and in- 
creasing their lead in the Ita- 
lian first division to two points. 

Marcel Desailly's 28rh mi- 
nute goal, his first since joining 
Milan from Olympic Marseille 
last November, proved suffi- 
cient for the champions to end 
Reggiana’s unbeaten home re- 
cord while Papin was sent off 
after appearing to elbow an 
opponent in the 37th minute. 

Milan lead the table with 25 
points from 16 matches, two 
clear of Juventus and Samp- 
doria, who have both played a 
game more. 

They travel to struggling 
Udinese next Thursday but are 
already assured of finishing the 
first half of the 34-match cam- 
paign on top of the table — as 
they have done in the previous 
two championship - winning 
seasons. 

Newly-crowned European 
Footballer of the Year Rober- 
to Baggio started 1994 impress- 
ively, leading Juventus to their 
first away win of the season 
with two goals in a 3-0 win at 
Udinese. 

Sampdoria’s Ruud Gullit 
claimed the first goat of the 
new year with a sixth minute 
header against Lazio but 
Giuseppe Signori equalised 
from the penalty spot in the 
38th minute. 

Parma dropped to fourth 
place in the table with a 1-1 
draw at Piacenza while in 87th 
minute goal from Pierluigi 
Orlandini earned Atalanta a 
shock 2-1 win over Intema- 
zionale. joint fifth with Lazio 
at the start of the day. at the 
San Siro Stadium. 

Although stuck in the lower 
reaches of the table, newly- 
promoted Reggiana started the 
day with an unbeaten home 
record to match that of the 
league leaders. 

Milan’s determination to put 
the record straight was evident 
as early as the seventy minute 
when a long-range drive from 
Alessandro Orlando hit the 
post. 

The champions only had to 
wait until the 28th minute be- 
fore taking the lead. Reg- 
giana’s defence failed to dear a 
comer from Roberto g&nador 
ni and Frenchman ftesailly 
seized on the3oose ball to fire 
his side in front. 

Reggiana’s hopes of saving 
the match were boosted by the 
sending-off of Papin but the 
efficient Milan maintained 
their grip on the match by- 
dosing down the midfield and 
starving the Reggiana defen- 
ders of the ball. 

Against Udinese, Baggio be- 
gan World Cup year at his 
brilliant best. 

In the 11th minute, it was his 
perfectly weighted pass which 
gave team mate Giancarlo 
Marocchi time and space to 
open the Juventus account, 
with a finely-angled shot. 

Three minutes into the 
second half, goal-maker turned 
goal-scorer as Baggio's cheeky 
backheel from a cross by 
Angelo Di Lrvio found the net 
via a deflection. 

The prolific playpiaker took 
his total for the season to 11 in 
the 61st minute, slaloming 
through the Udinese defence 
and sliding the ball past goal- 
keeper graziano Battistini. 

Gullit’s goal for Sampdoria 
against Lazio means the 
Dutchman has now scored 10 
goals in his first season with the 
Genoa club — one more than 
in his best season at Milan. 

The early goal forced Lazio 


onto the offensive as the Rome 
side struggled to maintain a 
run of form which has brought 
15 points in the last 10 match- 
es. 

Croat Alen Boksic was a 
constant them in the side of 
the Sampdoria defence and in 
the 10th minute forced Italy 
international goalkeeper Gian- 
Itrca Pagliuca into a spectacular 
diving save with a fierce snap- 
shot on the run. 

The home team finally drew 
level when Roberto Mancini 
pulled down Roberto Di Mat- 
teo in the penalty area. Signori 
made no mistake with the 
penalty — his seventh goal of 
the season. 

Gullit spurned a match- 
winning chance soon after the 
interval when Luca Marche- 
giani — Pagliuca's internation- 
al deputy — smothered his 
goal-bound shot. 

England midfielder Paul 
Gascoigne, struggling with a 
groin injury this week, was 
substituted in the 48th minute. 

Dutchman Dennis Berg- 
kamp appeared to have spared 
. Inter's blushes againsr Atalan- 
ta when his 82nd penalty kick 
equalised a first-half effort 
from Oscar Magoni. 

But with three minutes re- 
maining, Pierluigi Orlandini 
struck a late winner for the 
visitors, who started the day 
third from the bottom. 

Napoli, enjoying a good sea- 
son with an inexperienced 
team, missed the chance to 
move level on points with 
sixth-placed Inter when they 
were held 1-1 at home by 
mid-table Foggia. 

Dutch winger Bryan Roy put 
Foggia ahead in the 28th mi- 
nute with his ninth — and 
simplest — goal of the season, 
applying a touch on the line to 
a goal-bound shot from Pier- 
paolo Bresciani. 

Napoli grabbed a deserved 
equaliser in the 50th minute 
when Libero Giovanni bia lob- 
bed home. 

Meanwhile an angry out- 
burst by controversial Intema- 
zionale goalkeeper Walter 
Zenga after a 2-1 home loss to 
Atalanta Sunday dearly ilius- 
tates the current sense of dis- 
appointment in the Inter camp. 

. Inter, tipped by many as 
championship contenders be- 
fore the "season, now find 
'■ ‘themselves in sixth place, five 
points behind leaders and tity 
rivals AC Milan, who also have 
a game in hand. 

Sunday's defeat at the half- 
way point in the season may 
not have eliminated Inter from 
the title contest but it repre- 
sented an unexpected reverse 
against one of the relegation 
stragglers. 

Zenga, in particular, 
appeared to react badly to the 
loss, waiting on the pitch for 
more than three minutes after 
the final whistle in order toi 
exchange angry words with 
Atalanta coach Andrea Valdi- 
nod. 

The twop men appeared to 
insult one another at the tunnel 
entrance leading to the dres- 
sing rooms, and might have 
come to blows were it not for 
the prompt intervention of 
Atalanta and Inter officials. 

During the game. Zenga and 
Valdinoci appeared to ex- 
change insults following the 
awairiing of a penalty to Inter 
and the scoring of Atalanta's 
late 87th-minute winning goal 
from Orlandini. 

Inter players accused Valdi- 
noci of abusing Zenga and 
telling him: “(Arrigo) Sacchi is 
dead right not to pick you for 
the Italian team." 


DELUXE APARTMENT FOR RENT 

A 3 -bedroom apartment, located in the 5th Circle, 
parallel to Wadi Saqra. Fully equipped kitchen. Has a 
telephone. 

Call telephone 828919 for information 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

A first-floor apartment consisting of two bedrooms, two bathrooms, 
salon, dining room. L-shaped sitting room, Alno modern kitchen with 
all electric appliances, central heating, telephone, air-conditioner, 
modem Italian deluxe furniture. 

Location: ShmelsanL Annual rent is JD6.000. 

For Information call tel. 664935. 

NB; We have tailleurs Frank Usher ... lor parties and other occasions, 
in attractive colours and various sizes. Reasonable prices. Please 
call the above-mentioned number. 


Australia, Austria reach semifinals 
Electronic line system gets 
final warning at Hopman Cup 


PERTH, Australia (R) — Au- 
stralian officials threatened to 
pul! the plug on tennis’s new 
computerised line-call experi- 
ment at the Hopman Cup 
Monday after the system mal- 
functioned because of magne- 
sium in a player's racket. 

The quarterfinal between 
Australia’s Wally Masur and 
France's Cedric Pioline was 
disrupted on several occasions 
by Rogue bleeps from the 
courtside machine, later 
blamed on Pioline's old- 
fashioned racket which con- 
tained magnesium. 

Hopman Cup organisers had 
been assured no outside metal- 
lic object could activate the 
system and tournament referee 
Peter Belienger warned: “If 
there are any future problems, 
we would have to close it 
down." 

The developers of the TEL 
(Tennis Electronic Lines) sys- 
tem insist Pioline's racket is so 
unusual there is no danger of 
future malfunctions. 

But they have already suf- 
fered setbacks during tests at 
the U.S. and Australian 
Opens, blamed on players* 
shoes and extreme weather 
conditions respectively, and 
Hopman Cup director Paul 
McNamee hinted his patience 
was wearing thin. 

"We believe this is an iso- 
lated incident but TEL must 
solve it. There is no way this 
can happen again without 
catastrophic consequences for 


them. The integrity of this 
tournament cannot be dam- 
aged.” 

Masur, who saved the orga- 
nisers a future headache by 
beating Pioline 7-5, 6-4, was 
far from happy. 

“I thought it really disrupted 
the match, almost to the point 
of being absurd. Once players 
and umpires lose confidence in 
it the whole match can become 
a shambles.” 

Pioline, who beat Masur in 
last year’s U.S. Open final, 
was able to see the fenny side, 
joking that the machine had 
gone off because he was "an 
iron man.” 

He and most other top play- 
ers agree the accuracy of the 
magnet-based machine, which 
attracts iron filings inserted in 
-the ball, is impressive when it 
works. 

But reservations persist ab- 
out the cost of installing the 
system worldwide, the range of 
the magnetic field on the base- 
line and the added responsibili- 
. ties for umpires who operate a 
hand-held computer key-pad. 

The controversy also de- 
flected attention away from a 
remarkable performance by 
Masur's team mate Nicole Pro- 
vis against world number 18 
Nathalie Tauziat, which set 
Australia on the road to a 34) 
win. 

Provis trailed by a set and 
5-2 before clawing her way 
back to win the longest match 
of the tournament 4-6, 7-6. 6-2 


in two hours 14 minutes. 

“At a set and 5-2 down, 
you’re saying ‘see you later’,’’ 
admitted Provis. “But Nathalie 
got a bit nervous. I started to 
get on top and won it in the 
end." 

Australia now meet the win- 
ners of Tuesday's quarterfinal 
between Switzerland and top 
seeds the Czech Republic, rep- 
resented by Petr Korda and 
Jana Novotna. 

Korda revealed Monday he 
was glad to see the back of 
1993, despite scooping a two- 
million U.S. dollar jackpot by 
winning the Grand Slam Cup 
in Munich last month. 

“I had so many injuries last 
year I want to put it all in a box 
and throw it away. I just had 
one great week, that’s all.” 

The line-call system behaved 
itself during the evening ses- 
sion as unseeded Austria beat ' 
former champions Spain to se- 
cure a semifinal against either 
Germany or the United States. 

Judith Wiesner defeated 
world number four Conchita 
Martinez in straight sets and 
' Alex Antonitsch then reco- 
vered from a set down to beat 
Emilio Sanchez 3-6. 6-4, 6-3 to 
settle the tie. 

“I was happier with the re- 
sult than the way I played... I 
‘got myself out of trouble,” 
Antonitsch said. 

Meanwhile, Ivan Lendl said 
Monday he has shelved any 
plans of retirement from top- 
level tennis until the end of this 


year. 

The 33-yetr-vld Lendl, now 
an American citizen and play- 
ing on a U.S, team for the firet 
time at the Hopman Cup, said 
he felt happief about his game 
after a seVcn- wee k winter 
break from fee circuit. 

“I'm definiidly giving myself 
the whole year.” said Lendl, 
who had a dismal 1993 with 
first-round defeats at the Au- 
stralian, French and U.S. 
Opens. 

"I'll just play for tbe year 
and see how I like it and feel 
about it.” 

Lendl, who will make a rare 
foray into mixed doubles with 
Mary Joe Fernandez this week, 
agreed his enthusiasm for tbe 
game was at a low ebb when be 
completed bis final tournament: 
of the year in Antwerp last- 
November. 

"I’d seen plenty of tennis 
balls by the end of the year, 
yes,” he said. "But I still enjoy 
it and I’ve no plans to retire at 
the moment.” 

Lendl, winner of eight 
Grand Slam singles titles in a 
15-year professional career,' 
has entered the New South 
Wales Open in Sydney next 
week in the build-up to the 
Australian open from Jan. 17- 
30. 

He is now ranked 19th in the 
world and has not won a Grand 
Slam title since beating Stefan. 
Edberg in the Australian Open ■ 
final at Melbourne four years 
ago. 


Baudone upsets Appelmans in Australian hardcourt 


BRISBANE. Australia (Agen- 
cies) — Italian Natalia 
Baudone upset lOlh-seeded 
Sabine Appelmans of Belgium 
7-5, 6-3 in searing heat Mon- 
day in the first round of the 
$150,000 Australian Women's 
Hardcourt Tennis Cham- 
pionship. 

Baudone, who was bom in 
Belgium, coped better with the 
blazing sun than did her oppo- 
nent and gave credit to the six 
days she spent preparing in 
Brisbane prior to the event. 

Appelman’s compatriot, 
"Sandra Wasserman, enjoyed 
better fortune when her Au- 
strian opponent, Barbara 
Schett, withdrew because of 
heat exhaustion. 

Schett won the first set 6-3, 
lost the second 5-7 and was 
down 0-3 in the third when she 
was overcome by the oppres- 
sive heat and could not con- 
tinue. 


The temperature on the Mil- 
ton tennis centre's rebound ace 
courts was later measured at 
around 50 degrees Celsius (122 
Fahrenheit). 

Australian Michelle 
Jaggard-Lai. a semifinalist last 
year, advanced with a 6-4, 6-0 
victory over American Jolene 
Watanabe, while Petra Be- 
gerow of Germany had to save 
four match points before de- 
feating Australian Lisa 
McShea 2-6, 7-6 (6-3), 6-2. 

In other matches, 12th- 
seeded Linda Fenrando of Italy 
beat American Caroline Kuhl- 
man 4-6, 6-3, 6-2,-No. 13 lren3 
Spirlea of Romania defeated 
compatriot Catalina Cristea 6- 
4, 6-1, and 14th-seeded Mex- 
ican Angelica Gavaldon swept 
past German Karin Rschwend 
6-4, 6-2. 

Teenage stars Magdalena 
Maleeva of Bulgaria and Lind- 
say Davenport of the United 


States are the top two seeds, 
but both had first round byes. 

Audra Keller of the United 
States earned a second-round 
meeting with Maleeva by de- 
feating Petra Ritter of Austria 
7-5,. 6-1. Letf Ghirardi of 
France will play Davenport af- 
ter ousting Ruxandra Drago-. 
mir of Romania 6-4, 2-6, 6-4. 

The 56-woman tournament 
continues through Sunday. It is 
one of a series of events before 
the Australian Open, which 
starts on Jan. 17 at the Nation- 
al Tennis Centre in Mel- 
bourne. - 

Meanwhile in Adelaide, Au- 
stralian. Pat Cash's tennis com- 
eback was in tatters Monday 
after he strained his lower back 
in his first official men’s tour 
match in 15 months. 

The 1987 Wimbledon cham- 
pion, who had been out of' 
action for more than a year 
with a left knee injury, sus- 


tained the back injury in his 
first round Australian Men’s 
Hardcourt Championship loss 
to Russian Yevgeny Kafelni- 
kov. 

Tbe Russian teenager won 
4-6, 6-1, 6-3 in one hour 59 
minutes, but for two thirds of 
the match Cash was in con- 
siderable discomfort. 

“I can’t believe it, my knee's 
feeling fantastic but tbe back’s 
no good.” Cash said later. 

The 28-year-old Australian 
said he was unlikely to play a 
scheduled doubles match Tues- 
day where he is paired with 
Barcelona Olympic champion 
Marc Rosset against Jason 
Stoltenberg and Patrick Rafter 
of Australia. 

But he still hopes he may be 
alright for next week’s New 
South Wales Open in Sydney, 
where he has been granted a 
wild card. 


Sporting Gijon lives a dream after toppling Barcelona 


MADRID (R) — Sporting Gi- 
jon’s dream season became 
Barcelona's nightmare as the 
Spanish champions crashed 2-0 
to the north-coast club at the 
weekend. 

“Wonderful, they were 
wonderful,” enthused Mariano 
Garcia Remon, trainer of 
Sporting whose shock home 
victory Sunday lifted them to 
third place in the league table, 
a point behind Barcelona. 

“Sporting is living a great 
dream* and I hope we don’t 
wake up before the end of the 
season,” he 3dded. 


Despite the harrowing de- 
feat, some of the good humour 
seemed to have rubbed off on 
Barcelona's notoriously out- 
spoken Dutch coach, Johan 
Cniyff. 


"I prefer to lose against a 
team like Sporting which, in. 
terms of football, lets every 
one enjoy themselves,” he 
said, but added: “I liked Sport- 
ing a lot but Barcelona very 


little." 

He criticised Barcelona for 
(ailing to create sufficient goal- 
■ scoring opportunities and for 
their inability to repulse Sport- 
ing’s counter attacks. 


Please keep 
his number 

827430 


Khalico Electromechanic- 
al Group. 

Central heating maint. 
Repairing all home ap- 
pliances. 

Fridges, washing 
machines and gaz ovens. 



the gift 
that stows! 

Give the birthstone of the person you care for. 

AJANI 

JEWELLERS Amra Hotel, Amman. 


— — — <Lu J IJ &O 

“for rent 

Modern furnished apartments 

One bedroom — Two bedrooms — Three bedrooms. 
C.H. and telephones. 

Location: Shmeisani - near Bird’s Garden. 

Jabal Amman - near Khaldi Hospital 

Owners tel.: 667862 - 642351 


DUTY FREE CAR JOR SALE 

Mercedes 230 E 1992, full options, including 
telephone. Excellent coridiSon, offer at cost 
price. 

Pis. call tel. 826631 



CONCORD 


O- 4 

CONCORD *1' 

a A 

ASSASSIN 

D T 

Shows: 12:30. 3 JO. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 

A 

CONCOSO “2” 

%jr 

SOMMERSBY 


Shows: 12:30, 3:15. 5:15 


Hi America Play, 8:30 


Amr Diyab. Omar Sharif and Yusra 
in 

Laughter, Play, Seriousness and 
Love 
(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30. 3:15. 5:00. 6:30. 8 JO, 10:30 p.m. 


Tel.: 634144 

HOLAPELPHIA 
Demy Moore ... in 
THE BUTCHER’S WIFE 

Stum. 12:31). 3:». ft: lx fc.Hi. UI:3U 

Special show for children on 
Thu., Fri.. Sat.. Sun. at 11:00 a.tn 

NINJA DRAGONS 


Al MasUat 


presents a play entitled: 

ALIImNuron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer Issa, Daoud Jalajel, Has- 
san Al Shaer, Fuad Shomali 
in addition to other comedians 

Every night at 8:15 
Tickets are sold all day 


& Hilton's Tel: « 51 »! 

A HLAN THEATR E 

The political comedy 

WELCOME ARAB SUMMIT 

Daily 8:30 pm 
The theatre closes Saturday 
and Sunday 

English synopsis available 
The Theatre wffl be dosed from Dec. 24, 
1993 until further notice. 
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Afghan foes battle 
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(tie capital Kabul at dawn after 
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said a t'-uatb toil n.' 70 was a 
coxsn'a'.ive estimate and the 
final toll was likely to be much 
higher tecaur-e the intensity of 
the firing was making it hard 
for families to take »fca wound- 
ed to hflspif.il?. 

’.Vitnr.sv.. said they saw 
dc-.jas cf dead and injured 
trrrpid by the fighting in the 
St ■■:•/. -bu-ii Microravon hous- 
ing e:.*!!:pJe:: ir. the north of the 
city "■■here many families of 
G-’-t:. Dostum's men Jive. 
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Cr »s reported three 
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re. . . ■s.= -■•••. * ■Viunr-i mditia 
and ioca? R.ii>«M,ii forces. 

One !i3«c.ii.?l alone run hy 
th :C? »- >.;a7.:r-i-Shciif 


had admitted 70 injured, ICRC 
official Andreas Pfiffner said. 

“We carried out the attack 
because we wanted to change 
the political system in Afgha- 
nistan." Gen. Fauzi, a senior 
commander of Gen. DoStum's 
troops in Kabul, said by tele- 
phone. 

Neither side has made any 
attempt to begin peace talks. 

Afghan embassy and gov- 
ernment opponents said the 
dashes had spread to bases 
held by rivals in Faryab and 
Kunduz in the north although 
Kabul remained the key battle 
ground. 

Mr. Rabbani. threatened by 
n three-pronged onslaught by 
Gen. Dostum and his new- 
found allies, was bringing fresh 
;:*jops to Kabul, sources in his 
Jainiar-e-Islami party said. 

The fighting in Kabul re- 
sumed with “fresh ferocity" 
early Monday after a quiet 
night. Sources in the rival 
camp said Mr. Rabbani himself 
had moved out of Kabul as 
rockets fired by Dostum's 
forces slammed the presiden- 
tial palace on the third con- 
secutive day. 

They said he was in nearby 
Paghman, headquarters of the 
Itiehad-e-IsIami of fun- 
damentalist leader Rasul 
Sayyaf who was siding with 
Mr. Rabbani. 

Sources said a top Jamiat 
.commander based m western 
Herat, Ismail Khan, Monday 
rushed arms and men to rein- 
force the defence of the capit- 
al. 

“Planes loaded with fresh 
troops equipped with light 
weapons landed at Kabul's 
military air base early morn- 


ing," the sources in radio con- 
tact with Kabul told AFP. 

Mr. Rabbani’s former de- 
fence minister and the north- 
ern region's commander 
Ahmad Shah Mascud was also 
rushing his Shoora-e-N*zaar 
troops from the Jabai us Siraj 
base. 

Sources in Jalalabad said 
Prime Minister Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar. whose forces had 
joined Gen. Dostum's offen- 
sive along with a pro-Iran 
Shi'ite group, the Hezb-c- 
Wahdat, had also moved his 
' troops from Sarabi to reinforce 
attacks from the eastern flank. 

The wounded flooded hos- 
pitals. many lying on the floor 
in bloodstained corridors wait- 
ing for treatment. About 4.000 
people huddled in the base- 
ment of Kabul's military hos- 
pital for protection, but' there 
was not enough space and no 
food to feed them. 

Meanwhile, rockets slam- 
med into government build- 
ings. military sites and homes 
as snow fell gently on deserted 
city streets. 

Some of the heaviest fighting 
centred around the airport, 
leaving the sky black with 
smoke. Fires raged throughout 
the city and at least 40 different 
buildings were in flames 

Mr. Rabbani's Jarr.iat-e- 
Islami party still holds most 
strategic sites in Kabul despite 
the massive assault. 

However, control cf the air- 
port appeared up for grabs. 
Gen. Dostum's forces held the 
terminal building but were 
under constant fire from Mr. 
Rabbani’s forces in the sur- 
rounding hills, according to 
witnesses and military sources. 
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U.K. crown 
jewels to be moved 
to new museum 


GAZA CITY, occupied Gaza 
Strip (Agencies) — Israeli 
troops have arrested two mem- 
bers of Palestine Liberation 
Organisation iPLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat's Fateh faction 
who are suspected of killing 
two Israel's last week. Palesti- 
nian sources said Monday. 

In a raid Sunday on the Gaza 
Strip's Khan Younis refugee 
camp, they arrested Farid A1 
Kaisi. 21. and Ala Abu Sita. 
20. on charges of killing 
alleged drug dealers Chaim 
Wcizman. 34. and David Bufo- 
iil. 4i... ;:ear Tel Aviv last 
Friday. 

The two were reportedly 
seen writing on the main Khan 
Yunes mosque that "the 
Ahmad Abu Rich group car- 
ried out the murder of the two 
Zionist dogs at Ramla to 
avenge the army’s killing of 
Ahmud Abu Rich.” 



•UPRISING' 1 unidentified civilians lie dead 
Sunday aficr a firtfighl *in the road to Rancho 
Antin' with Znpdifoia National Liberation Army 
lEZLN) rebels la Mexico. The rebels occupied 
tSie lminl;:i!is hjr? and in four other cities late' 


Saturday demanding an end to what they call 
government oppression ofindigenous people (see 
puge 8). According to official reports, at least six 
people have died in the uprising. Unconfirmed 
reports put the dealh toll higher (AFP photo) 
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tax collections 


PI 20 m target 


AMMAM :?-n: .*1 -- The lu- 
cerne Tnr: D^-.inment (FITS) 
c .. t :? : a ! 3 f 

:'■? i'ii.l I77.V *r» l 01 . 1 ?. up 
f: — ' '■ :r. :*:2, 


p:*-:rr.er*’ crenacr Mirsorr 
V. 

Addressing n pres* confer- 
ence at h*s ofnee in /Vnman, 
Mr. Hpnd-.dir* said that the 
rr.v.'Ts cdleried i r- past 

yc~- were no?': than ihc 




«:• t-.. ;■ ' -:>% siict 

nr : - 


l .'erp 1 :^; \c Tu* JD l.“3 nnl- 
Yi" i cstir.;u:c. envisaged m the 

r • 

ci-i ..;id th.r. :i:ir. v.as feasible 
rot*"^ that t* 1 ; department 


could meet the target due to its 
upgraded collection system 
and counting on continued 
favourable response on the 
part of die payers and their 
rfloperetion with various FTD 
;» readies around the country. 

He pointed out that the de- 
partment had widened 
coverage by enlisting new indi- 
viduals and co m pani e s as tax- 
payers. 

He highlighted that the de- 
partment was continuing its 
decentralisation through open- 
ing new offices to facilitate tax 
payments by the public and by 
allowing payments in install- 
ments and by conducting sur- 
veys in order to cover tax- 
payers. 

Referring to the depart- 
ment’s functions in the past 
ve.ir. Mr. Haddadin said that 


239 of his employees took re- 
fresher courses in statistics, 
economic matters computer, 
public service, legal matters, 
management and accountancy 
in cooperation with other de- 
partments and the Institute of 
Public Administration. 

Hr said the department 
would this year refund tax- 
payers wans which they had 
paid in excesss of their tax 
dues. 


Mr. Haddadin mentioned 
that the department's new 
offices which were opened last 
year were in the central north 
and western districts of Am- 


man. 

The new offices, he added, 
do save time and effort for the 
taxpayers by allowing them to 
pay their dues at their regions. 


Mr. Kaisi, Mr. Abu Siia and 
two other Palestinians who 
were at large had shown camp 
residents four cars they said- 
they had cut from their victims, 
Palestinians said 

Undcrcuer Israeli troops 
shot dead Ahmad Khalcd Abu 
Rich, a 20-year-old member of 
The Fateh Hawks, on Nov. 28. 
shortly after he had been set 
free frorr. prison. 

The Hawks vowed after- 
wards to resume their armed 
attacks which they had aban- 
doned on Mr. Arafat's orders 
following the Sept. 13 auton- 
omy accord. 

The army also arrested 
Mohammad Abu Rich, a for- 
mer member of the Islamic 
Jihad Movement who had been 
pardoned at the same time as 
his brother Ahmad. 

Soldiers also raided the 
Bureij camp and arrested Yas- 
ser Taha. 20, a member of the 
Izeedine Al Qassara, the 


armed wing of the Islamic Re- 


ng c 

sistance Movement (Hamas). 


A wave of violence since the 
historic Sept. 13 accord has left 
47 Palestinians and 21 Israelis 
dead. Thirty Palestinians have 
.been killed by other Palesti- 
nians, most on suspicion they 
were collaborators. 

The killings threatened to 
further undercut Israeli confi- 
dence in peacemaking with the 
PLO. both because a Fateh 
member claimed responsibility 
and because the attack occur- 
red inside Israel. 

Hisham Abdul Kazak, a 
prominent Fateh leader in 
Gaza, said he heard about Fri- 
day’s attack from the press and 
stressed that his group had not 
sanctioned the killing. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Israel's Likud 


nzt 


..NO 


IV t:\riT — Almost vine third of the right-wing 
- '!•. rf’holder. have failed to renew their 
■N; T.dtf iien-lent Haarctz newspaper 
: Til. '"XXI members were 

•. the annual cues which have doubled to 

it.-: o n taken by Likud leader Benjamin 
••'i-*. :»t J6 (i million. Haaretz said. Mr. 
•: The op portion party's leader last 

„• . . • ;V»mc .-itiRisrcr Yitzhak Shamir. 
;r‘- i7.W3 members had not paid their 
r ’• in ! crv»cw on military radio he admitted his 

; i- _ :V. • vc:. i ■ difficult period of readjustment." 

Ariel Siuiroi.. i:va! »or the Likud leadership, charged at a 
party mc«i : \z in the Tel Aviv Sunday that Mr. Netanyahu 
lacked svi , -.'»tuv rnd he denounced those "who blame others 
v.lv’n :ht:v :.re c.’uchi wi ;?t (heir pants down.” 


country to end what it v:cs as (he n/cl lssa tribe*, dominati'in 
in government. 


Iraqi soldiers shoot coast guard — Kuwait 


Hurd says no danger of 
peace process breakdown 


LONDON (Agencies) 
Foreign Secret ary Douglas 
Hurd said Mtndav there was 
no danger uf the Vlklrflc East 
peace plan collapsing. 

Israel ’iilhnold approval 
Sunday tor .i new round of 
peace tulks with the Palesti- 
nians. and Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin reportedly told his 
cabinet he was willing to let 
Palestine Liheration Organisa- 
tion (PLO) leader Yasser Ara- 
fat "sweat a bit." 

"I think both Prime Minister 
Rabin and Mr. Arafat have 
gone past the point where 
either of them w-viild wish to 
go back to the previous confu- . 
sion and disagreement." Mr. 
Hurd told reporters as he left 
London for a timr of the Mid- 
dle East. 

“But of course there is a lot 
of hard practical negotiating 
and work on the ground to be 
done." said Mr. Hurd before 
leaving for Lebanon, Israel 
and Jordan. 

The foreign secretary said 
Britain would play a prominent 
role in the region this year. 

"This is going to be a crucial 
year, whether it is the recon- 
struction of Beirut which I 
shall be hearing about there 
whether it the coming together 
of the Palestinians in the Gaza 
Strip and Jericho which I will 
be visiting, or whether it is 
Jordan where w: have close 
links and intend to renew 
them,” Mr. Hurd told repor- 
ters at London's Heathrow air- 
port. 

In Beirut. Mr. Hurd was to 
meet President Elias Hrawi. 
Prime Minister Rafik Hariri 
and Foreign Minister Fares 
Buucz. 

He was to leave later for 


Israel, the occupied territories 
and Jordan, and is also due to 
meet Palestinian officials in 
Jerusalem liefore wrapping up 
his tour in Malta on Jan. 6. 

Mr. Hurd’s visit to Lebanon 
is the first by a British foreign 
secretary .since the 1975-1990 
civil war. 

It comes as Lebanon seeks 
billions of dollars in foreign aid 
and loans to rebuilt the coun- 
try. 

More than 100 representa- 
tives of British firms travelled 
to Lebanon last year to find 
out at first hand of investment 
chances in Lebanon, according 
to the British embassy. 


The U.S. -based manage- 
ment consultants KMPG se- 
cured a deal to help overlook, 
prepare documents and assist 
in the planning of Lebanon's 
state-run Council fo Develop- 
ment and Reconstruction. 

The British firm Trafalgar 
House applied for a tender to 
take part in the expansion of 
Beirut international airport, 
where a $400 million recon- 
struction programme is ex- 
pected to be launched this 
year. 


Ths president of the 
Lebanese industrialists' asso- 
ciation, Jacques Sarraf, is ex- 
pected to lead a delegation of 
businessmen to London later 
’this month to discuss ways of 
bolstering ties between the two 
countries. 

Also in 1994, Britain hopes 
to reopen in Beirut the British 
Council, which was closed in 
1986. 

Around 300 Britons live in 
Lebanon, not including 5.000 
people who hold dual British 
and Lebanese nationalities. 
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KUWAIT CITY (R'i — Iraqi soldiers i:r i hoc t shei and 
wounded a Kuwaiti coast guard after violating the emu ale's 
territorial waters in the northern Gulf, the Interior Ministry 
said Monday. A spokesman said the coast y.uard was hit by two 
bullets in an exchange of nrc Sur.d.iv between a Kuwaiti pair- 1 ! 
and the Iraqis near Bubiyan Island on the Kin« AhduIV.’-. 
waterway which divides she tw.i con nine v -\r. anti tw<' 
soldiers were on board the Iraqi hon». said ti;.- ■nJcpcndcnt 
newspaper Ai Anbaa. They attacked the Ku-vsti ratroi after 
it fired warning shots. There wax no immediate vommem frwn 
Baghdad on the incident. 


Bombay blast trial delayed 
by lack of space in court 


French Jews call for ban on Zhirinovsky 


Japs^ •sssrci'.ss for 17 missing from ship 


TOKYO ( R> — Japan's coast gu.tiri Monday marched by air 
and sea for 17 crew members missing after their Cyprus- 
registered freighter sank off western Japan but hopes of 
finding anyone alive were very slim. There was little hope the 
missing crew — 2 Filipinos, four Greeks and one Burmese — 
could have survived two days in cold Pacific waters, a coast 
guard official said. Tweleveof the 29 crew aboard the Arctic 
Reefer were plucked out of the sea Inte Saturday after their 
freighter sank some 500 kilometres south of Shikoku, an island 
south-west of Kobe >-nd Osaka in western Japan. 


Peace negotiators receive Grand Cross 


OSLO (AFP) — Leading Palestinian peace negotiator Ahmad 
Oourcia and his Israeli counterpart Uri Saw on Monday 
received the Grand Cross of the Royal Norwegian Order of 
Merit at Nn-wavs government guest house, the foreign 
ministry s.ud. The two men received the award for their roles 
in last autumn t negotiations leading to the Sept. 13 signing of 
the dec! principles on limited Palestinian autonomy. 
MmcLi-'- c.icmo'iv w«s followed by an official 

iiinchc-o -. u • Teevi.-v :he will have an audience with 
Kir.n H.r.’.iJ V. c*. v.eii’as an .ifftciai dinner Tuesday evening at 
the eo'.crr.mrnt gee-t; house. The Grand Cross is the highest 
distinction swarded to foreigner; in Norway. 


PARIS (AFP) — Leaders of France's Jewish community 
called Monday on the go - -ernmem to refuse entry to Russian 
ultra-nationalist ieadei VT.idirr.ir Zhirinovsky 5n a statement 
the Representative Council of Jewish insiirutiotis m France 
(CRJF) called cn ’the higher autboritisv - ' to ban Mr. 
Zhirinovsky on account of his “raast. ,is«i- Semitic (and) 
xenophobic theories.' Stressing Bonn had already refused to 
grant the ultra-nationalist leader an entry visa, the CRIF said 
it would be “totally inconsistent" for France to struggle against 
racism and anti-Semitism while "offering such a man the 
chance to express... theories of exclusion and hatred in our 
country.” Mr. Zhirinovsky, who several media reports have 
described as having ?. Jewish father, said Dec. 30 that he hoped 
to visit France m February and hold trlfcs with political 
leadens. French European Affairs Minister Alan Lamassoure 
said Sunday rha: France might refuse entry to Mr. Zhirinovsky 
because of his "intolerable" policies. 


BOMBAY (Ah Pi — The trial 
of more than 140 suspects 
charred *n .■onnetriou with 
•kvdlv ch.iri l ire mi 

Mjrch 'v.i- ;'u; ! \iond.iv 

because the -.•‘•up rned wit to 
be tor» small to hold •.»> many 
l>cnpi?. 

Judje J N Patei ivlrycd the 
star: of r:;c tnti* Feb. 

2 after spcr»i:’i.‘. ; t-.i- di.nis- 
si*i^t scatiiif*. .rran/.’inem:* with 
attorneys ^-itiierrd ci a jmlicc 
barracks in the Arthur Road 
inil corvc'cl into a special 
court. 


justice. 


Nine of the accused have no 
four> cr<. and one said he could 
not p iy for ji> defence. 

The suspects. 20 of whom 
arc out on bail but were pre- 
sent in court Monday, face a 
blanket e!i »rge of conspiring to 
wage v.ai against the govern - 
wen! of India, .in offence 
which carries ihc death penal- 
tv. 


4 killed 


in Algeria 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — Two 
civilians had their throats cut 
and their heads cut off by an 
armed Algerian gang, while 
two car park attendants were 
shot dead at the weekend, 
press reports said here Mon- 
day. 

A teacher and a former 
fighter in the war of independ- 
ence had their throats slit and 
“were horribly decapitated” at 
Touila village near Al Tarf in 
eastern Algeria overnight 
.Saturday, the Alger Republi- 
can daily reported. 

Gunmen with automatic 
weapons earlier on Saturday 
killed the car park attendants 
in Algiers, the Uberte daily 
reported. 

Algerian security officials 
said Sunday that seven civi- 
lians, including a woman, were 
•murdered on Thursday and 
Friday at Blida and Biskra in 
the south and Reiizane and 
Chief in the west. 

Extremists have plunged the 
■country into guerrilla war since 
the military intervened in 
January 1992 to bring about 
the cancellation of general 
elections the Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS) was poised to win. 

The FIS was subsequently 
outlawed. 

Academics, journalists, doc- 
tors and other civilians have 
become a frequent target of 
armed gangs in their campaign 
of violence. 


FLN to boycott dialogue 


Ankara slants Brussels over clashes 


Rebels ambush policemen in Djibouti 


DJIBOUTI (R) — Rebels from the Afar tribe wounded five 
.policemen — two seriously — when they ambushed their 
vehicle in northern Djibouti last Frid-.v, local officials said. 
The rebel for The Restoration of Unit) 3nd Democracy 
is fisihr:;:^ :r- - - r.^U's in *111.' :iori1i o* the Red Sea 


ANKARA (AFP) — Turkey on Monday blamed Belgian 
authorities for clashes between Turks and Kurds in Brussels 
Over the weekend which injured five policemen. A statement 
by the Foreign Ministry also demanded an explanation for 
comments by Belgian Interior MinhtAr Louis Tcbbatk Warn- 
ing the Turks for the clashes. The Belgian charge d'affaires 
was summoned to the Foreign Ministry Monday morning to 
explain the comments, diplomatic sources said. "The Belgian 
authorities are without doubt responsible for authorising the 
PKK (Kurdish Labour Party) supporters to demonstrate in an 
area where many Turks live." the statement said. “The 
Belgian authorities, not following the example of Germany or 
France by banning the PKK, paved the way for such incidents 
to occur on Belgian territory.** it said. Five policemen and a 
number of other: *«c hurt Saturday evening when a group of 
up to 2fl0 Kurds from Germany dashed with local Turks in the 
Saint Jos« district of the Belgian capital (see page 2). 


Srrr.c 4U Lv.\«;r. and (licit 
assistants ri?pn>L-n:mg the ac- 
cused, j her.) ;*oIicc deploy- 
ment and the presnnev of court 
■ «5,i If toniribi':-.’il •:, ilv ovci- 
j crowding 

Court ofbo.’.U ’.aid ■ pro- 
cedural proWm 1 -'* were akn to 
blame for she rostponcincnt, 
citing demands by many «f the 
acojscd lor English Transla- 
tions of prv>M-;ii’inn Jocur icni-- 
availablc only in the local 
Marathi ton-iir.; 1 .’ 
iV-.’i: edir.gv <*v» Monday 
were uneven?! 'i 1 bill for a flut- 
ter caused hi an :ru’Mcd cus- 
foms officer, who (old the 
court lh.it some "very senior 
police otficcn/’ were involved 
in the smuggling of explosives 
used in the bombings 

‘No landing of arms and 
explosive', on the coast can 
take place without the conni- 
vance of both site police and 
the customs '* ‘.he •■'ftrnv. Som- 
nnth Thiipa. r.bd 
“Blit they (police) have not 
been arrested.” Mr. Thapa 
charged "They have made me 
a scapegoat." 

Bombay police charged 188 
suspects in cnnncclion with the 
March 12 blasts which killed 
more Ilian -W people in the 
western Indian metropolis. > 
They have arrested 143 and 
declared the rest fugitives from 


The arensed include popular 
movie Mar Sun iay Dutt. 
arrested and released on bail 
after he confessed fo having 
received an assault rifle from 
undcrwurld figures linked to 
(he blasts. 

Several members of Bum- 
hay's underworld have been 
named as conspirators includ- 
ing Dubai- based Dnwond Ibrn- 
.hiin. Customs officers who 
allegedly helped smuggle in the 
explosives used in the homb- 
mgs also have been charged. 

Before the hearings were 
postponed, apcciat prosecutor 
Ujwa! Nikam s:m! the prosecu- 
tion intended to present evi- 
dence Monday backing allega- 
tions of Pakistani involvement 
in the blasts. 

“We have much more sub- 
Maniial evidence now uf Pakis- 
tani involvement Mr. Nikam 
said. 


Indian officials have accused 
Pakistan's military intelligence 
ot training the conspirators to 
carry nut the bombings, the 
dcadlicM-evcr urban terrorist 
strike. Pakistan has denied any 
involvement. 

The first explosion took 
place around lunch time on 
March 12 in the basement of 
the Bombay stock exchange 
and was followed by blasts at 
several other downtown loca- 
tions, including Air India 
headquarters ana three luxurv. 
hotels. 


Algeria's former vanguard 
National Liberation Front 
(FLN) party will boycott a 
national conference called by 
the government, an official 
newspaper said Sunday. 

"At its meeting on Thursday 
the (FLN) political bureau de- 
rided to boycott the national 
conference." the evening daily 
Al Massa said quoting sources 
close to the bureau. 

No NFL official was. im-< 
mediately available for com- 
ment. 

The Algerian authorities fac- 
ing prolonged violence blamed 
- on the FIS have called 'he 
conference for Jan. 2? and 26 
to bring together the govern- 
ment and the opposition. 

its main objective is to pick a 
{ successor to the Higher £7oun- 
cil of State, the collective pres- 
idency whose mandate is due 
to expire on Jan. 31. 

‘ NFL president Abdul 
Hamid Mahri said in an inter- 
view fosi month h»s party. 
Algeria's former sole ruling 
body, would boycott the forum 
if its work was merely to select 
new rulers. 

"We consider the national 
conference ns the ultimate 
forum for dialogue. What is 
needed from the outset is an 
accord. IF there is this accord 
we will go to the conference. If 
not. well stay away." Mr. 
Mahn said. 

France- Info radio said last 
week a statement from the FIS 
turned down proposals for a 
national dialogue, calling in- 
stead for continued armed 
struggle. 

It said a three-page state- 
ment warned those who might 
he tempted to talk not to 
negotiate with "the arbitrary 
junta supported by arrogant 
foreign slates and the armv." 
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Concern over rights 


Europe and the United 
Stales should speak out about 
human rights abuse bv the 
Algerian government and link 
future credit to an improved 
human rights record. Middle 
East Watch said. 

In a report on Algeria the 
human rights watchdog said 
the government and the' 
oppmmon “arc each responsi- 
ble for a severe deterioration 
in human rights conditions" 
there. 



LONDON (AFP) — Queen 
Elizabeth II has given permis- 
sion for the crown jewels to be 
moved from their high-security 
display in. the Tower of Lon- 
don to a new museum that will 
allow the public greater access 
to the collection. “In a symbo- 
lic. yet hugely important step 
in her mission to make the 
monarchy more open she win 
give the public unprecedented 
access to the priceless collec- 
tion.'* the Mail On Sunday said 
of the queen's decision to 
house the jewels in a new 
museum. The jewels which 
include the largest cut diamond 
in the world, will be displayed 
in armoured and illuminated 
cases with special fibre optic 
systems used to allow 1 close 
inspection of detailed work,* 
the newspaper said. “Visitors* 
will be able to see the crown 
jewels as never before," Royal 
Curator Simon Thur ley said. 
"People will be able to press 
their noses practically agrfnsi 
the jewels without touching 
them.” The museum* located , 
near Waterloo in South Lon- ‘ 
don. is due to open on March 
24. The collection, housed 
since 1967 in a specially built 
nuclear explosion-proof 
musepm in the Tower of Lon- 
don. includes Queen Elizabetha- 
n's crown, created for George 
V from 6,100 diamonds, rubies 
and sapphires. 



Queen Elizabeth 
installs bottom 
warmer in coach 


Catholic clergyman 
endorses birth 
control 
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LONDON (R) — Britain’s 
Queen Elizabeth has had a 
bottom-warmer installed in the 
coach she used for ceremonial 
occasions such as visits by 
heads of state or the opening of 
parliament, the Guardian 
newspaper reported Monday. 
“We have to think of the 
queen’s comfort and I am sure 
this is most welcome in a cold 
winter.” it quoted a Bucking- 
ham Palace spokesman as 
saying. The Guardian said the 
battery-powered pad which 
works like an electric blanket 
had been designed to fit under 
the blue brocade seat cushions 
in the 143-year-old coach. It is 
double-sized — presumably so 
the queen's husband Prince 
Philip can also benefit from it 
on cold days. The Guardian 
said the 67-year-old queen was 
understood to have ordered 
the bottom-warmer after 
travelling to the state opening 
of parliament on an excep- 
tionally wintry day last Novem- 
ber. John Davenport, technical 
services manager of the Birm- 
ingham firm that installed the 
device, said: "It was an un- 
usual request but I was delight- 
ed to help out. It wouldn't be 
right on frosty morning for the 
queen to have to climb into a 
cold coach.” 


FRANKFURT (AP) — A 
liberal Roman Catholic bishop 
in Germany has called on his 
church to accept the use of 
birth control devices in de- 
veloping countries. Franz 
Kamphaus, the bishop of Lim- 
burg. said in a newspaper in- 
terview published Sunday, that 
natural family planning 
methods arc simply too diffi- 
cult for many Catholics in the 
developing world. “We can’t 
he encouraging family plan- 
ning for poor people when we 
arc unable to show how it an 
be successfully practiced." 
Bishop Kamphaus told the 
Frankfurter Algemcine Sonn- 
tagszeitung. "Other ethical 
considerations should be 
weighed." he insisted. Pope 
John Paul U has insisted that 
contraception is intrinsically 
evil, "it is often unfortunately 
the Catholic way to think: All 
or months." Bishop Kamphaus 
said. Yet nations have not re- 
sponded to new challenges 
posed by world population 
growth, the bishop said. He 
noted that even Cardinal 
Joseph Ratzingcr. the Vati- 
can's guardian of religious 
orthodoxy, has said the Catho- 
lic Church has not adequately 
addressed the question of what 

to do about the population 
explosion. “It is a burning 
topic for which we must, with- 
out now simply putting aside 
tradition, find soem answers," 
Bishop Kamphaus said. Some 
experts say that if world 
population growth continues _at 
the present rate, humanity 
could triple in number to D 
billion people by the end of ti*® 
next century — a populace the 
planet will not be able to * uS ' 
tain. 
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